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April 23, 2023 
 

LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Third Sunday of Easter 

A Stephen Ministry Congregation 
 
 

God writes His Word on our Lives, building us into a Family engaged 
in Spirit-filled Service. 

 

1089 Lake Oconee Parkway  
Eatonton, GA 31024 
Church Office: 706-485-4600 
Sonya Plunkett Church Secretary 
www.lakeoconeelutheran.org 
Office email: officelolc@gmail.com 
 

Pastor Steven Hayden 
Pastor’s Cell: 515-360-5081 
Pastor’s email: revshayden@gmail.com 
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Elder of the Month: Barney Ross 
Scripture reader: Sandy Mathson 

Coffee & Fellowship: Janis & Mara Lipacis 



Pre-Service Music: This is time to turn our hearts & minds toward God in preparation of 
worship. 

Instrumental Prelude     Dr. Lev Ryabinin 
Choir Anthem       Dr. Youngmi Kim Director 
Welcome 

Please Stand 
 

(You are invited to wish those around you God’s peace. Please remain standing for the 
invocation.) 

 

Invocation 
 

Confession and Absolution 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
Please be seated 

 



Congregational Hymn #743 

“Jesus, Priceless Treasure” 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Franck, 1618–77; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Prayer of the Day  

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen 

world. Grant to Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of 
everlasting death, perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through Jesus 



Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

The First Lesson:  Acts 2:14a, 36–41 

R: 14Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed 
them, 36Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God 
has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 

37Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to 
Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 
38And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you 
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is for you and 
for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord 
our God calls to himself.” 40And with many other words he bore 
witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from 
this crooked generation.” 41So those who received his word were 
baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls. 

R: This is the Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God 
 

The Epistle Lesson:  1 Peter 1:17–25 

R: 17If you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each 
one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your 
exile, 18knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways 
inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as 
silver or gold, 19but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a 
lamb without blemish or spot. 20He was foreknown before the 
foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times for 
your sake, 21who through him are believers in God, who raised him 
from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in 
God. 22Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a 
sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart, 



23since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of 
imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; 24for “All 
flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass 
withers, and the flower falls,25but the word of the Lord remains 
forever.” And this word is the good news that was preached to you. 

R: This is the Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 

Please Stand 
 

Alleluia  

 

 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 24:13–35 

R: The Holy Gospel according to St Luke chapter 24 

C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
R: 

13That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, 
about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14and they were talking with each 
other about all these things that had happened. 15While they were 
talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with 
them. 16But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17And he said 
to them, “What is this conversation that you are holding with each 
other as you walk?” And they stood still, looking sad. 18Then one of 
them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor to 
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in 
these days?” 19And he said to them, “What things?” And they said to 
him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet mighty 
in deed and word before God and all the people, 20and how our chief 



priests and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and 
crucified him. 21But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem 
Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these 
things happened. 22Moreover, some women of our company amazed 
us. They were at the tomb early in the morning, 23and when they did 
not find his body, they came back saying that they had even seen a 
vision of angels, who said that he was alive. 24Some of those who were 
with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but 
him they did not see.” 25And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow 
of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26Was it not 
necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his 
glory?” 27And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he 
interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself. 
 28So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He acted 
as if he were going farther, 29but they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay 
with us, for it is toward evening and the day is now far spent.” So he 
went in to stay with them. 30When he was at table with them, he took 
the bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to them. 31And their 
eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And he vanished from 
their sight. 32They said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn within 
us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the 
Scriptures?” 33And they rose that same hour and returned to 
Jerusalem. And they found the eleven and those who were with them 
gathered together, 34saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and has 
appeared to Simon!” 35Then they told what had happened on the road, 
and how he was known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

R: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

Please be seated 
 
 
 
 



Sermon Hymn # 483 

“With High Delight Let Us Unite” 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Georg Vetter, 1536–99; tr. Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76 
Tune: Cinquante Pseaumes, 1543, Geneva 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110019841 
Tune: Public domain 

 

The Message Pastor Matthew Boarts 

Please Stand 

Apostles' Creed  

C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 



and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence 
He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Offering 
To Our Guests: We do not charge for any of our services. All our services, 

programs, and expenses are freely supported by the gifts and offerings of our 

members. As our guests, you have not been invited for what you can give, but for 

what God can give you. The Offering is collected at the door when you 

enter. 

Prayer of the Church 

* Prayer of The Church 
(After the pastor ends each petition with, “Lord in Your Mercy, the 
congregation responds with, “Hear our prayer.”) 

The Lord's Prayer 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
Please be seated 

 
 
 
 



Congregational Hymn # 919 

“Abide, O Dearest Jesus” 

 

 
 

5 Abide with Your protection 
    Among us, Lord, our strength, 
Lest world and Satan fell us 
    And overcome at length. 

 

6 Abide, O faithful Savior, 
    Among us with Your love; 
Grant steadfastness and help us 
    To reach our home above. 

Text: Josua Stegmann, 1588–1632; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Announcements 
 

The Dismissal 

P: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 
 
 
 



+             Post-service Music            + 

 

GOD’S BLESSINGS to all those celebrating birthdays this week: 
• April 23  Ann Ruth Ringer 

• April 25  Davis Mortensen 

• April 27  Melanie Schultz 

and anniversaries 
•  No Anniversaries this week 

 

        Best wishes! 
 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

Tuesday  Women’s Bible Class    10 am 
Wednesday ZOOM Bible Class     No Bible Class 
Saturday  Episcopal service     5 pm 
Sunday  Bible Class (In Person)    9 am 
Sunday  Choir Rehearsal     9 am 
Sunday  Worship Service     10:30 am 

 

Sunday Morning Bible Class The Good Samaritan. The Prodigal Son. The Pharisee 

and the Tax Collector. These stories from Jesus—recorded exclusively by St. Luke—

are some of the most beloved in Holy Scripture. But despite the popularity of 

these passages, many students of Scripture would find it hard to describe what’s 

unique about Luke’s account of Jesus’ life. They could not tell you what concerns 

drove Luke to take up his pen and write. Luke’s Gospel is a careful history of Jesus’ 

life, death, resurrection, and ascension. But Luke’s history, and Jesus’ story, does 

not end with Jesus rising above the clouds. Prior to ascending into heaven, Jesus 

opened the minds of the apostles so that they could understand the Scriptures. He 

then commissioned them to preach the Good News about Him to all the nations 

(Luke 24:45–47). Thus, Christ’s work continues today as He applies the benefits of 

His life, death, and resurrection—through His Word and Sacraments—personally 

and individually through the ministry of His Church. Luke is indeed a narrative 

about Christ, but it is even more. Through His means of grace Christ includes our 



story into His own.  Join us on Sunday mornings @9am for The Gospel of Luke in 

person at church or live streamed on Facebook.  

Women’s Bible Study. The Women’s Bible Study will wrap up their study of The 

Lord’s Prayer on Tuesday, April 18, 2023. The next study will be on Acts, the Power 

of the Holy Spirit by Brian Simmons. This 12 week study picks up where Jesus’ 

story left off in the gospel of Luke by exploring the continuing presence of Christ 

on earth: the church. This inspired account of church history will awaken your soul 

with transforming power and give you courage to be a witness for Christ wherever 

he sends you. We will begin this study on Tuesday, May 2, 2023, in the Choir 

Room beginning at 10:00 am. Please plan to join us as we explore the power of 

the Holy Spirit in our lives 

Don’t forget to Volunteer. There are several Volunteer positions we are looking to 

and excited to fill. If you are interested in serving, please check out the table in the 

entryway to see all of the ways to serve.  

Upcoming Blood Drive dates are scheduled for May 11, June 1 & July 13 and we 

will need volunteers. If you are interested in volunteering email Pam Kunz at 

Kunzpd3@outlook.com. To sign up to donate blood go to redcrossblood.org and 

use code LOLC.  

 
Volunteer Opportunity Greene County Senior Center is in need of drivers for their 

home delivered meals in Greensboro and Union Point.  Volunteer one or two days 

per month on their regular monthly schedule or as a substitute.  Call Deanne 

Holcomb 706-453-7463 at the Greene County Senior Center or contact Margaret 

Pedersen 404-295-0331 or margaretped@gmail.com for more information. 
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LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We are Built for a Purpose 

 

Built Through Word and Sacrament – 
…believing in and making faithful and frequent use of the Bible, 
Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper as the means by which God gives and 
sustains faith and empowers and strengthens us for Christian living. 
 

Built Through Ongoing Learning – 
…providing quality, Bible based instruction to foster greater 
understanding of God’s Word and to better equip members for their 
discipleship. 
 

Built For Service – 
…reaching out to others by word and deed to join in the sharing of 
God’s blessings and grace, which is free to all believers. 
 

Built For Discipleship – 
…utilizing fully our time, talents, and resources to serve and love the 
Lord, furthering our commission of discipleship. 
 

Built For Fellowship – 
…caring for and sharing with our church family; fostering greater love, 
understanding, and concern for the physical and spiritual well-being of 
all brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ. 
 

The window behind the altar is our EASTER SUNRISE WINDOW. 
The cross hanging in front of the window is an empty cross, reminding us 
that Jesus rose from the dead and is alive now to be with us here and 
always.  Every Sunday is a celebration of Easter. The symbol on the front 
of the ALTAR is a combination of two Greek letters: the “chi,” which looks 
like our English “x,” and the “rho,” which looks like our “p.” In the Greek, 
these letters are the first two of “Christ.” Combined as they are, they 
suggest the cross. Superimposed on the cross is a heart, the reminder that 
God’s love for us is the reason Jesus died on the cross. God’s love for us 
empowers us to share his love with others. 

 


