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In Preparation of Holy Communion 

 The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession that, as He says, our 
Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to 
drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. 
Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any 
refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us.   
For further study, see Matthew 5:23f, 10:32f, 18:15-35, 26:26-29, 1 Cor. 11:17-34 
 We welcome to the Lord’s Supper all Christians who are baptized, who have communed in 
a Christian church, and who share our understanding that, along with the bread and wine, we 
receive the very body and blood of our living Lord Jesus—for the strengthening of our faith and 
witness. 
 The glasses in the very center of each tray contain non-alcoholic wine for the use of those 
receiving communion who are unable to drink alcohol. Communicants may choose to receive 
the wine in an individual cup, from the Chalice (the Common Cup) or by immersing the wafer in 
the Chalice (also called intinction). It is very helpful to keep your empty glass visible so Pastor 
can see if you desire the Common Cup. 
 Children who do not commune are invited to come to the rail for a blessing.  
 If you need communion brought to your seat, please let an usher know. 
 

Before Communing 

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body 
and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the 
salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your Holy Spirit that I may be ever watchful and live 
a true and godly life in Your service; through Jesus Christ, my Lord Amen 

 

Elder of the Month: Jerry Campbell 
Scripture Reader: Tom Mathson 

Communion Assistant: Dave Ringer 
Ushers: Jaye McCrea 

Coffee Fellowship: Mike & Reda Joost 



Pre-Service Music: This is time to turn our hearts & minds toward God in preparation of 
worship. 

Instrumental Prelude     Dr. Lev Ryabinin 
Choir Anthem       Dr. Youngmi Kim Director 
Welcome 

Please Stand 
 

(You are invited to wish those around you God’s peace. Please remain standing for the 
invocation.) 

Invocation 
 

Confession and Absolution 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

Please be seated  



Congregational Hymn # 645 

“Built on the Rock” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Nikolai Fredrik Severin Grundtvig, 1783–1872, abr.; tr. Carl Döving, 1867–1937, alt. 
Tune: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812–87 
Text and tune: Public domain 



Prayer of the Day  
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that 

we may love what You have commanded and desire what You promise, 
that among the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed 
where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
The First Lesson: Acts 6:1–9; 7:2a, 51–60 
R: 

1Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a 
complaint by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their 
widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. 2And the twelve 
summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right that 
we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. 
3Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good 
repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this 
duty. 4But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the 
word.” 5And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they 
chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and 
Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a 
proselyte of Antioch. 6These they set before the apostles, and they 
prayed and laid their hands on them. 7And the word of God continued 
to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in 
Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the 
faith. 8And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders 
and signs among the people. 9Then some of those who belonged to the 
synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and 
of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and 
disputed with Stephen. 2And Stephen said: “Brothers and fathers, hear 



me. 51You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you 
always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52Which of 
the prophets did not your fathers persecute? And they killed those who 
announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you 
have now betrayed and murdered, 53you who received the law as 
delivered by angels and did not keep it.”54Now when they heard these 
things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. 55But he, 
full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56And he said, “Behold, I see 
the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of 
God.” 57But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and 
rushed together at him. 58Then they cast him out of the city and stoned 
him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young 
man named Saul. 59And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, 
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60And falling to his knees he cried out 
with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when 
he had said this, he fell asleep. 

R: This is the word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
 
 

The Epistle Lesson:  1 Peter 2:2–10 

R: 
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you 
may grow up to salvation— 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is 
good. 4As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the 
sight of God chosen and precious, 5you yourselves like living stones are 
being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands 
in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen 
and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 
“The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” 
8and “A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.” They stumble 



because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9But you 
are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his 
own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who 
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not 
a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

R: This is the word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 

Please Stand 
 

Alleluia 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel: John 14:1–14 
R: The Holy Gospel according to St John chapter 14 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 

R: 
1[Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe 
also in me. 2In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, 
would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 
myself, that where I am you may be also. 4And you know the way to 
where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where 
you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am 
the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. 7If you had known me, you would have known my Father 
also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 8Philip said to 
him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9Jesus said to 
him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, 



Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 
‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and 
the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my 
own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 
11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else 
believe on account of the works themselves.12“Truly, truly, I say to you, 
whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater 
works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. 
13Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son. 14If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.” 

R: This is the word of the Lord 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

Please be seated 
 
 

Sermon Hymn # 633 v1-5 

“At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814–68, alt. 
Tune: Kirchengeseng, 1566, Ivancice 
Text and tune: Public domain 



The Message  Pastor Steve Hayden 

Please Stand 

Nicene Creed 
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth and of all things visible and invisible.  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God 
of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified 
also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the 
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will 
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Offering 
To Our Guests: We do not charge for any of our services. All our services, 

programs, and expenses are freely supported by the gifts and offerings 

of our members. As our guests, you have not been invited for what you 

can give, but for what God can give you. The Offering is collected at the 

door when you enter. 

 

 



Prayer of the Church 

* (After the pastor ends each petition with, “Lord in Your Mercy, the 

congregation responds with, “Hear our prayer.”) 

 

Lord's Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Preface 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface  

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the 
grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sanctus 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on 
those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our 
flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive 
the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 
body and His blood on the cross.   
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O 
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. 
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do 
in His own testament.  Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of 
the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the 
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive our 
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen. 
The Words of Our Lord   

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 



and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this 
cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of Me.” 

 

Proclamation of Christ 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the 

Lord’s death until He comes. 
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

You may be seated 
 

Pax Domini 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
 

 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 

 
The Distribution 
 



Communion Hymn # 636 v 1-5 

“Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Franck, 1618–77; (sts. 1, 4–5): tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978; (sts. 2–3): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text (sts. 1, 4–5): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110019841 
Text (sts. 2–3) and tune: Public domain 



Please Stand 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
P: Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent 
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen 
Benediction 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

Congregational Hymn # 687 v 1-4 

“Thine Forever, God of Love” 

 

 
Text: Mary F. Maude, 1819–1913 
Tune: Justin H. Knecht, 1752–1817 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Announcements 
The Dismissal 

P: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God! 



 

+             Post-service Music            + 

GOD’S BLESSINGS to all those celebrating birthdays this week: 
• May 10 John Seglund 

• May 12 Dale Johnson 

• May 12 Terry Pedersen 

and anniversaries: 
• May 7 Larry & Sue Davis 
        Best wishes! 
 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

 

Today   Council Meeting    After Worship 
Tuesday  Women’s Bible Class   10 am 
Tuesday  Community Center Meeting  2 pm 
Wednesday Zoom Bible Class    10:30 am 
Thursday  Blood Drive     1 pm 
Saturday  Episcopal Worship Service  5 pm 
Sunday  Adult Bible Class    9 am 
Sunday  Choir Rehearsal    9 am 
Sunday  Childrens Sunday School   10 am 
Sunday  Worship      10:30 am 

 

Sunday Morning Bible Class The Good Samaritan. The Prodigal Son. The Pharisee 

and the Tax Collector. These stories from Jesus—recorded exclusively by St. Luke—

are some of the most beloved in Holy Scripture. But despite the popularity of these 

passages, many students of Scripture would find it hard to describe what’s unique 

about Luke’s account of Jesus’ life. They could not tell you what concerns drove 

Luke to take up his pen and write. Luke’s Gospel is a careful history of Jesus’ life, 

death, resurrection, and ascension. But Luke’s history, and Jesus’ story, does not 

end with Jesus rising above the clouds. Prior to ascending into heaven, Jesus 

opened the minds of the apostles so that they could understand the Scriptures. He 

then commissioned them to preach the Good News about Him to all the nations 



(Luke 24:45–47). Thus, Christ’s work continues today as He applies the benefits of 

His life, death, and resurrection—through His Word and Sacraments—personally 

and individually through the ministry of His Church. Luke is indeed a narrative 

about Christ, but it is even more. Through His means of grace Christ includes our 

story into His own.  Join us on Sunday mornings @9am for The Gospel of Luke in 

person at church or live streamed on Facebook.  

Wednesday Bible Class The opening words of Ruth reveal that this story took place 

during the time when God provided judges to bring justice to Israel and to call 

God’s people to repentance and faith. During these historically evil days, an 

Israelite woman named Naomi and her family journeyed to Moab, a land filled with 

idol worshipers. There God brought into her family a young Moabite woman 

named Ruth.  God drew Ruth to Himself in love, kindling a relationship that one 

day prompted her to speak these words to Naomi: “Where you go I will go, and 

where you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God my 

God” (Ruth 1:16). Not surprisingly, we see in the story of Ruth that God’s mercy 

extends to the Gentiles, that is, to you and me. Join us as we look at the book of 

Ruth in our Wednesday morning Bible class on Zoom beginning at 10:30am.  

Women’s Bible Study. The next study will be on Acts, the Power of the Holy Spirit 

by Brian Simmons. This 12 week study picks up where Jesus’ story left off in the 

gospel of Luke by exploring the continuing presence of Christ on earth: the church. 

This inspired account of church history will awaken your soul with transforming 

power and give you courage to be a witness for Christ wherever he sends you. We 

meet on Tuesdays, in the Choir Room beginning at 10:00 am. Please plan to join us 

as we explore the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives 

Upcoming Blood Drive dates are scheduled for May 11, June 1 & July 13 and we 

will need volunteers. If you are interested in volunteering email Pam Kunz at 

Kunzpd3@outlook.com. To sign up to donate blood go to redcrossblood.org and 

use code LOLC.  

Volunteer Opportunity Greene County Senior Center is in need of drivers for their 

home delivered meals in Greensboro and Union Point.  Volunteer one or two days 

per month on their regular monthly schedule or as a substitute.  Call Deanne 

mailto:Kunzpd3@outlook.com


Holcomb 706-453-7463 at the Greene County Senior Center or contact Margaret 

Pedersen 404-295-0331 or margaretped@gmail.com for more information. 

Operation Christmas Child This year our Operation Christmas Child (OCC) Ministry 
will look a little different.  We have shoeboxes with instructions for you to pack 
your own boxes.  This way you can personalize your shoeboxes and encourage 
family and friends to participate with you. Include your neighbors, pickleball or 
tennis team, craft group, or co-workers.  Pack a box with your 
grandchildren.  Celebrate your birthday, anniversary, or other special event by 
packing a shoebox with your family or friends. Feel free to pack multiple 
boxes.  Remember, school supplies go on sale in July!  Drop off your filled shoebox 
gifts throughout the year at the church before November 10.   

Another option that you may find more convenient is to build a shoebox 
online.  Shoebox gifts built online go to the ends of the earth to children in some 
of the hardest-to-reach places. Online boxes are carefully prepared, abiding by 
strict customs regulations to safeguard partners who will deliver the gifts, as well as 
the boys and girls who receive them. The suggested donation is $25 per shoebox.   

(see weekly Thursday email for clickable link to instructions for online shoe boxes)  

You can also scan this QR code below with your cell phone camera: 

 

Select “BUILD A SHOEBOX ONLINE NOW” and follow instructions. By using this link, 
we will be able to track our church’s progress toward our shoebox goal.   

Our “faith goal” this year is 200 boxes. Let us pray and rejoice as God works 
through us to reach children with the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

Lake Oconee Lutheran Church is helping rock of Ages Lutheran Church again in 
May by posting a sign up sheet asking each person who signs up to bring 
sandwiches to church on May 21st, the sandwiches will be delivered to Rock of 
Ages following church service. Each sandwich will contain one slice of cheese and 
one slice of meat (turkey, ham, bologna or roast beef). Do not put any condiments 
on the bread. Pack each individual sandwich in a sealed plastic bag. The more 
volunteers, the fewer sandwiches each person will have to make. One loaf of 
square sandwich bread will make 10 sandwiches.  

mailto:margaretped@gmail.com


 

LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We are Built for a Purpose 

 

Built Through Word and Sacrament – 
…believing in and making faithful and frequent use of the Bible, 
Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper as the means by which God gives and 
sustains faith and empowers and strengthens us for Christian living. 
 

Built Through Ongoing Learning – 
…providing quality, Bible based instruction to foster greater 
understanding of God’s Word and to better equip members for their 
discipleship. 
 

Built For Service – 
…reaching out to others by word and deed to join in the sharing of 
God’s blessings and grace, which is free to all believers. 
 

Built For Discipleship – 
…utilizing fully our time, talents, and resources to serve and love the 
Lord, furthering our commission of discipleship. 
 

Built For Fellowship – 
…caring for and sharing with our church family; fostering greater love, 
understanding, and concern for the physical and spiritual well-being of 
all brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ. 
 

The window behind the altar is our EASTER SUNRISE WINDOW. 
The cross hanging in front of the window is an empty cross, reminding us 
that Jesus rose from the dead and is alive now to be with us here and 
always.  Every Sunday is a celebration of Easter. The symbol on the front 
of the ALTAR is a combination of two Greek letters: the “chi,” which looks 
like our English “x,” and the “rho,” which looks like our “p.” In the Greek, 
these letters are the first two of “Christ.” Combined as they are, they 
suggest the cross. Superimposed on the cross is a heart, the reminder that 
God’s love for us is the reason Jesus died on the cross. God’s love for us 
empowers us to share his love with others. 

 
 


