August 14, 2022
LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
A Stephen Ministry Congregation

God writes His Word on our Lives, building us into a Family engaged
in Spirit-filled Service.

1089 Lake Oconee Parkway
Eatonton, GA 31024

Church Office: 706-485-4600
Sonya Plunkett Church Secretary
www.lakeoconeelutheran.org
Office email: officelolc@gmail.com

LAKE OCONEE Pastor Steven Hayden

LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor’s Cell: 515-360-5081
Pastor’s email: revshayden@gmail.com

Aids for hearing, children’s activity bulletins, and large print bulletins are
available from the ushers
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Elder of the Month: Kathie Kueven
Scripture reader: Cindy Helms
Coffee & Fellowship: Susan Larson & Cindy Helms




Pre-Service Music: This is time to turn our hearts & minds toward God in preparation of
worship.

Instrumental Prelude Lev Ryabinin
Welcome

Please Stand

(You are invited to wish those around you God’s peace. Please remain standing for the
invocation.)

Invocation

Confession and Absolution
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

-

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
Please be seated



Congregational Hymn #664

“Fight the Good Fight”
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1 Fight the good fight with all your might; Christ is  your
2 Run the straight race through God’s good grace; Lift up your
3 Cast care a - side, lean on your guide; His bound-less
4 Faint not nor fear, His arms are near; He chang - es
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strength, and  Christ your right. Lay hold on life, and
eyes, and  seek His face. Life  with its way be -
mer - cy will pro - vide. Trust, and en - dur - ing
not who  holds you dear; On - ly be-lieve, and
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it shall  be Your joy and crown e - ter - nal - ly.
fore us lies; Christ is the path, and Christ the prize.
faith  shall prove Christ is your life and Christ your love.
you will see  That Christ is all e - ter - nal - ly.
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Prayer of the Day

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Merciful Lord, cleanse and defend Your Church by the sacrifice of
Christ. United with Him in Holy Baptism, give us grace to receive with
thanksgiving the fruits of His redeeming work and daily follow in His
way; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

The First Lesson: Jeremiah 23:16-29

R: Thus says the LoRD of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of the
prophets who prophesy to you, filling you with vain hopes. They speak
visions of their own minds, not from the mouth of the Lorp. 'They say
continually to those who despise the word of the LORD, ‘It shall be well



with you’; and to everyone who stubbornly follows his own heart, they
say, ‘No disaster shall come upon you.”” *¥For who among them has
stood in the council of the LORD to see and to hear his word, or who
has paid attention to his word and listened? *°Behold, the storm of the
LorD! Wrath has gone forth, a whirling tempest; it will burst upon the
head of the wicked. ?°The anger of the LorD will not turn back until he
has executed and accomplished the intents of his heart. In the latter
days you will understand it clearly. 21“l did not send the prophets, yet
they ran; | did not speak to them, yet they prophesied. ??But if they
had stood in my council, then they would have proclaimed my words
to my people, and they would have turned them from their evil way,
and from the evil of their deeds. 22“Am | a God at hand, declares the
LoRrD, and not a God afar off? 2*Can a man hide himself in secret places
so that | cannot see him? declares the LorD. Do | not fill heaven and
earth? declares the LORD. 2| have heard what the prophets have said
who prophesy lies in my name, saying, ‘I have dreamed, | have
dreamed!” ®How long shall there be lies in the heart of the prophets
who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart,
2’who think to make my people forget my name by their dreams that
they tell one another, even as their fathers forgot my name for Baal?
28 et the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let him who has
my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with
wheat? declares the LorD.  ?°Is not my word like fire, declares the
LoRD, and like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?”

R: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

The Epistle Lesson: Hebrews 11:17-31, 12:1-3

R: 7By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who
had received the promises was in the act of offering up his only son,
18of whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.”
BHe considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead,



from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back. ?°By faith
Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and Esau. !By faith Jacob,
when dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship
over the head of his staff. 2By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made
mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave directions concerning
his bones. 3By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three
months by his parents, because they saw that the child was beautiful,
and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. 2By faith Moses, when he
was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter,
2>choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to
enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. 2°He considered the reproach of
Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to
the reward. ?’By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the
king, for he endured as seeing him who is invisible. 2By faith he kept
the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the
firstborn might not touch them. #°By faith the people crossed the Red
Sea as if on dry land, but the Egyptians, when they attempted to do the
same, were drowned. 3°By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after
they had been encircled for seven days. 3!By faith Rahab the prostitute
did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had
given a friendly welcome to the spies. Therefore, since we are
surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every
weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance
the race that is set before us, ?looking to Jesus, the founder and
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured
the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the
throne of God. 3Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility
against himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted.

R: This is the Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God
Please Stand



Common Alleluia and Verse
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Holy Gospel: Luke 12:49-53
R: The Holy Gospel according to Luke chapter 12

C: Glory to You, O Lord.

R:%[Jesus said:] “I came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it were
already kindled! % have a baptism to be baptized with, and how
great is my distress until it is accomplished! Do you think that | have
come to give peace on earth? No, | tell you, but rather division. >?For
from now on in one house there will be five divided, three against two
and two against three. >3They will be divided, father against son and
son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against
mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-
law against mother-in-law.”

R: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to You, O Christ.

Please be seated



Sermon Hymn # 655
“Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your World”
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1 Lord, keep us stead - fast in Your Word; Curb those who
2 Lord Je - sus Christ, Your pow’r make known, For You are
30 Com - fort - er of price - less worth, Send peace and
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by de - ceit or sword Would wrest the king-dom from Your
Lord of lords a - lone; De - fend Your ho - ly Church that
u - ni -ty on earth; Sup - port us in our fi - nal
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Son And bring to naught all He has done.
we May sing Your praise e - ter - nal - ly.
strife And lead us out of  death to life.
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The Message Pastor Steven Hayden

Please Stand
Apostles’' Creed

C: 1 believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence
He will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering
To Our Guests: We do not charge for any of our services. All our services,
programs, and expenses are freely supported by the gifts and offerings of our



members. As our guests, you have not been invited for what you can give, but for
what God can give you. The Offering is collected at the door when you
enter.

Prayer of the Church

* Prayer of The Church
(After the pastor ends each petition with, “Lord in Your Mercy, the
congregation responds with, “Hear our prayer.”)

The Lord's Prayer

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.
Please be seated



Congregational Hymn # 924

“Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”
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1 Lord, dis-miss us with  Your bless-ing, Fill our hearts with
2 Thanks we give and ad - o - ra- tion For Your Gos - pel’s
3 Sav - ior, when Your love shall call us From our strug- gling
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joy and peace; Let wus each, Your Ilove pos - sess - ing,
joy - ful sound. May the fruits of Your sal - va - tion
pil - grim way, Let not fear of  death ap - pall us,
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Tri - umph  in re - deem - ing grace. @) re - fresh us;
In our hearts and lives a - bound. Ev - er faith - ful,
Glad Your sum - mons to o - bey. May we ev - er,
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0) re - fresh us, Trav - ’ling through this  wil - der - ness.
ev - er faith - ful To Your truth may we be found.
may we ev - er Reign with You in end - less day.
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Announcements

The Dismissal

P: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!

+ Post-service Music +

GOD’S BLESSINGS to all those celebrating birthdays this week:
e Augl5 Linda Hayden
e Augl7 Kathy Lockwood

and anniversaries
e Aug 18 Isaac & Laura Ringer
e Aug20 Terry & Margaret Pedersen
Best wishes!



WEEKLY CALENDAR

Today Council Meeting After worship
Tuesday Women’s Bible Class 10 am
Tuesday Community Center Meeting 2pm
Wednesday ZOOM Bible Class No Bible class
Saturday Episcopal service 5pm

Sunday Bible Class (In Person) 9 am

Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am

Sunday Morning Bible Class What is prayer? It’s a simple enough question and a
natural place to start. Perhaps just as good a question is “What isn’t prayer?”
Prayer, quite simply, is speaking to God what is in our hearts. Prayer is not a means
through which God speaks to us; God speaks to us through His Word. In prayer,
then, we have the privilege of striking up a conversation with our Creator. Join us
on Sunday mornings at 9am in the Sanctuary or live-streamed on Facebook for

Prayer.

Wednesday Zoom Bible Class. Since the Reformation, we have generally agreed
that the doctrine of justification is “the article on which the church stands or falls.”
That is, justification is the foundation and cornerstone of the Christian Church and
its faith. What we have not so often understood is what does this mean? Very
closely related to this question, is the definition of sanctification and how this also
takes place. Join us on Wednesday mornings on Zoom at 10:30am as we see just
what Justification and Sanctification are and how intimately they are related.
There will be no Bible Class Aug 24, 27, or Sept 7.

Women’s Bible Study. meet Tuesdays, at 10:00 am in the Choir Room. They will
be reading and discussing a devotion each Tuesday for the remainder of the
summer.

Don’t forget to Volunteer. There are several Volunteer positions we are looking to
and excited to fill. If you are interested in serving, please check out the table in the
entryway to see all of the ways to serve.

Operation Christmas Child August 2022 We are requesting monetary donations
for the month of August to purchase baseball hats and recorders. Cash donations
will allow us to place bulk orders for these items in order to get significantly



reduced pricing and free shipping. Please make checks payable to Lake Oconee
Lutheran Church with OCC on the memo line and place in the offering box or mail
to the church office.

Upcoming Blood Drive dates are scheduled for Sept 15, Oct 6, & Nov 17 and we
will need volunteers. If you are interested in volunteering email Pam Kunz at
Kunzpd3@outlook.com. To sign up to donate blood got to redcrossblood.org and
use code LOLC.

Volunteer Opportunity Greene County Senior Center is in need of drivers for their
home delivered meals in Greensboro and Union Point. Volunteer one or two days
per month on their regular monthly schedule or as a substitute. Call Deanne
Holcomb 706-453-7463 at the Greene County Senior Center or contact Margaret
Pedersen 404-295-0331 or margaretped@gmail.com for more information.

The Office will be closed Monday Sept 5t in observation of Labor Day.

We are looking for Children’s Bible class volunteers on Sundays for Sept — Dec if
you are interested in volunteering, please find the sighup sheet on the blue table
in the entry way. Bible school will be held Sunday mornings from 9:30 -10am.

Rock of Ages Lutheran Church is a suburban church serving an urban community.
Lake Oconee Lutheran Church will help them again in August by posting a sign up
sheet asking each person who signs up to bring sandwiches to church on August
28th, and the sandwiches will be delivered to Rock of Ages following the church
service. Each sandwich will contain one slice of cheese and one slice of meat
(turkey, ham, bologna or roast beef). Do not put any condiments on the bread
because sandwiches are served for up to 6 days. Pack each individual sandwich in a
sealed plastic bag. The more volunteers, the fewer sandwiches each person will
have to make. One loaf of square sandwich bread will make 10 sandwiches.
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LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH
We are Built for a Purpose

Built Through Word and Sacrament -

...believing in and making faithful and frequent use of the Bible,
Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper as the means by which God gives and
sustains faith and empowers and strengthens us for Christian living.

Built Through Ongoing Learning —

...providing quality, Bible based instruction to foster greater
understanding of God’s Word and to better equip members for their
discipleship.

Built For Service —
...reaching out to others by word and deed to join in the sharing of
God’s blessings and grace, which is free to all believers.

Built For Discipleship —
...utilizing fully our time, talents, and resources to serve and love the
Lord, furthering our commission of discipleship.

Built For Fellowship —

...caring for and sharing with our church family; fostering greater love,
understanding, and concern for the physical and spiritual well-being of
all brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ.

The window behind the altar is our EASTER SUNRISE WINDOW.
The cross hanging in front of the window is an empty cross, reminding us
that Jesus rose from the dead and is alive now to be with us here and
always. Every Sunday is a celebration of Easter. The symbol on the front
of the ALTAR is a combination of two Greek letters: the “chi,” which looks
like our English “x,” and the “rho,” which looks like our “p.” In the Greek,
these letters are the first two of “Christ.” Combined as they are, they
suggest the cross. Superimposed on the cross is a heart, the reminder that
God'’s love for us is the reason Jesus died on the cross. God’s love for us

empowers us to share his love with others.




