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Cain 
As We Gather     Who is the son of Adam? When Adam and Eve held their firstborn 

son, Cain, in their arms for the first time, perhaps they wondered, “Who is this son?” 
After all, following their sin, the Lord God promised salvation from Eve’s offspring 
(Genesis 3:15). Could this baby boy be that Savior from sin and death? Not yet. 
Instead, Cain becomes the first murderer and spills the blood of his brother, Abel. 
Thankfully, a greater Son of Adam would fulfill the promise of a Savior. This Son 
would be held in the arms of another couple—Mary and Joseph. This Son would 
allow His very own blood to be shed for the salvation of Adam, Eve, and all their 
descendants. 
 

The Hymn   “What Hope! An Eden Prophesied”                      Hymn 342 
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The Invocation 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
Pastor: The Sprit and the Church cry out: 
People: Come, Lord Jesus. 
Pastor: All those who await His appearance pray: 
People: Come, Lord Jesus. 
Pastor: The whole creation pleads: 
People: Come, Lord Jesus. 
Pastor: Awaiting the Son of Man and the Son of God, we implore: 
People: Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Confession and Absolution 
P: Let us confess our sins to God and ask his forgiveness. 



C Loving Father, who sent Jesus as the promised child, our Savior, we confess that our 
waiting has distracted our Advent and turned us to follow our own way. Forgive us 
for shaping the celebration to fit our desires. Focus our eyes and hearts on the 
coming Christ. Inspire us with Christ’s advent so that we shout from the housetops 
the Good News that in the coming Savior God is indeed with us. Make us into your 
joy-filled messengers, sharing your powerful message of salvation for all.  

P Jesus has promised that the sins we forgive on earth will also be forgiven in heaven. 
Trusting that precious promise, as a called and ordained minister of the Gospel, I 
confidently declare to you that, in Jesus Christ, all of your sins are forgiven and you 
are privileged to share that same forgiveness with all the others in your life. We are 
filled with Jesus’ light of life so that we can shine among the people of this world like 
stars in the sky. 

 
First Reading                                                          Genesis 4:1-16 

1Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have 
gotten a man with the help of the LORD.” 2And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now 
Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the ground. 3In the course of time 
Cain brought to the LORD an offering of the fruit of the ground, 4and Abel also brought 
of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And the LORD had regard for Abel 
and his offering, 5but for Cain and his offering He had no regard. So Cain was very 
angry, and his face fell. 6The LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your 
face fallen? 7If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is 
crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but you must rule over it.” 

8Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain rose up 
against his brother Abel and killed him. 9Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is Abel 
your brother?” He said, “I do not know; am I my brother’s keeper?” 10And the LORD 
said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to Me from 
the ground. 11And now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth 
to receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 12When you work the ground, it shall 
no longer yield to you its strength. You shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the 
earth.” 13Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is greater than I can bear. 14Behold, 
You have driven me today away from the ground, and from Your face I shall be hidden. 
I shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.” 
15Then the LORD said to him, “Not so! If anyone kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on 
him sevenfold.” And the LORD put a mark on Cain, lest any who found him should 
attack him. 16Then Cain went away from the presence of the LORD and settled in the 
land of Nod, east of Eden. 
 



Second Reading                                                                      Romans 5:12-17 
12Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, 
and so death spread to all men because all sinned— 13for sin indeed was in the world 
before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. 14Yet death 
reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the 
transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come. 
15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man’s 
trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one 
man Jesus Christ abounded for many. 16And the free gift is not like the result of that 
one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but 
the free gift following many trespasses brought justification. 17If, because of one 
man’s trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who 
receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through 
the one man Jesus Christ. 
 
Gospel Reading                                                                      Matthew 5:17-26 
17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 
abolish them but to fulfill them. 18For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass 
away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore 
whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the 
same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches 
them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  
20“For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, 
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
21“You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever 
murders will be liable to judgment.’ 22But I say to you that everyone who is angry with 
his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the 
council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire. 23So if you are 
offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something 
against you, 24leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your 
brother, and then come and offer your gift. 25Come to terms quickly with your accuser 
while you are going with him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, and 
the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. 26Truly, I say to you, you will never get 
out until you have paid the last penny.” 
 
 
 



The Hymn “My Soul Rejoices”  Hymn 933 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Message 
 
The Prayers   
Pastor: During this season of Advent, we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus.” True Son of 

Adam, 
People: come, Lord Jesus. 
Pastor: True Son of Abraham, 
People: come, Lord Jesus. 
Pastor: True Son of David, 



People: come, Lord Jesus. 
Pastor: True Son of God, 
People: come, Lord Jesus. 
Pastor: True Son of Man, 
People: come, Lord Jesus. 
Pastor: That we might receive adoption as sons and daughters, 
People: come, Lord Jesus. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Blessing 
Pastor; The Lord Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, grant us a quiet night and 

peace at the last. 
People: Amen. 
 

The Closing Hymn     “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”     Hymn 338 
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