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In Preparation of Holy Communion

The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession that, as He says, our
Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to
drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.
Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any
refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us.

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f, 10:32f, 18:15-35, 26:26-29, 1 Cor. 11:17-34

We welcome to the Lord’s Supper all Christians who are baptized, who have communed in
a Christian church, and who share our understanding that, along with the bread and wine, we
receive the very body and blood of our living Lord Jesus—for the strengthening of our faith and
witness.

The glasses in the very center of each tray contain non-alcoholic wine for the use of those
receiving communion who are unable to drink alcohol. Communicants may choose to receive
the wine in an individual cup, from the Chalice (the Common Cup) or by immersing the wafer in
the Chalice (also called intinction). It is very helpful to keep your empty glass visible so Pastor
can see if you desire the Common Cup.

Children who do not commune are invited to come to the rail for a blessing.

If you need communion brought to your seat, please let an usher know.

Before Communing

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation | come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body
and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the
salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your Holy Spirit that | may be ever watchful and live
a true and godly life in Your service; through Jesus Christ, my Lord Amen

Elder of the Month: Virginia Daley
Scripture Reader: Peggy Uehlin
Communion Assistant: Dave Ringer
Ushers: Don Menke
Coffee Fellowship: Pam Kunz




Pre-Service Music: This is time to turn our hearts & minds toward God in preparation of

worship.
Instrumental Prelude Dr. Lev Ryabinin
Choir Anthem Dr. Youngmi Kim Director
Welcome
Please Stand

(You are invited to wish those around you God’s peace. Please remain standing for the
invocation.)

Invocation

Confession and Absolution
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

-

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

Please be seated



Congregational Hymn # 347
“Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”
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of the peace that waits for them; Tell her that her
Now  her griefs have passed a - way; God  will change her
Now  pre - pare for God a way; Let the  val - leys
Now oO’er earth 1s shed a-broad, And all flesh shall
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sins I cov - er And her war - fare now is o - ver”
pin - ing sad - ness In - to ev - er-spring-ing glad - ness.
rise to meet Him And the hills bow down to greet Him.
see the to - ken That His Word is nev - er bro - ken.
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Prayer of the Day
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten
Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure



minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

The First Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-10

R: There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch
from his roots shall bear fruit. 2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon
him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and
might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lorp. 3And his delight
shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide disputes by what his ears hear, “but with righteousness he
shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the
breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. *Righteousness shall be the
belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins. ®The wolf shall
dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young
goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a
little child shall lead them. "The cow and the bear shall graze; their
young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned
child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. °They shall not hurt or
destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. °In that day the
root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall
the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.

R: This is the word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

The Epistle Lesson: Romans 15:4-13

R:*For whatever was written in former days was written for our
instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of
the Scriptures we might have hope. >°May the God of endurance and
encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in



accord with Christ Jesus, °that together you may with one voice glorify
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. “Therefore welcome one
another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8For | tell you
that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s
truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs,
%and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is
written, “Therefore | will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to
your name.” °And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his
people.” 1*And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the
peoples extol him.” 12And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will
come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles
hope.” 13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in
hope.

R: This is the word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God

Please Stand
Common Alleluia and Verse
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Holy Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12

R: The Holy Gospel according to St Matthew chapter 3

C: Glory to You, O Lord.

R:!In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of
Judea, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3For this is he
who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The voice of
one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his



paths straight.”” *“Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a
leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey.
>Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were
going out to him, ®and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins.’But when he saw many of the Pharisees and
Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers!
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit in keeping
with repentance. °And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have
Abraham as our father,” for | tell you, God is able from these stones to
raise up children for Abraham. °Even now the axe is laid to the root of
the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire. 1“| baptize you with water for
repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than |, whose
sandals | am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and with fire. 2His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear
his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he
will burn with unquenchable fire.”

R: This is the word of the Lord

C: Praise to You, O Christ.

Please be seated



Sermon Hymn # 344

“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”
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2 Then cleansed be ev - ’ry life from sin; Make straight the
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4 Lay on the sick Thy heal - ing hand And make the
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for he brings Glad tid - ings of the King of kings!
hearts pre - pare For Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way Like flow’rs that with - er and de - cay.
of Thy face Till beau - ty springs in ev - ’ry place.
we a-dore And Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er- more.

Public domain

The Message Pastor Steve Hayden
Please Stand

Nicene Creed
C: | believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and

earth and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God
of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the
Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified



also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose
kingdom will have no end.
And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, |
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Offering
To Our Guests: We do not charge for any of our services. All our services,
programs, and expenses are freely supported by the gifts and offerings
of our members. As our guests, you have not been invited for what you
can give, but for what God can give you. The Offering is collected at the

door when you enter.

Prayer of the Church

* (After the pastor ends each petition with, “Lord in Your Mercy, the
congregation responds with, “Hear our prayer.”)

Lord's Prayer

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion



Preface

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the
grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might:
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

P:Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on
those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our



flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive
the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His
body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do
in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of
the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory,
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C: Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this
cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.”

Proclamation of Christ
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until He comes.
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
You may be seated
Pax Domini

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.



Agnus Dei
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, 0] Lord, we  pray.

The Distribution



Communion Hymn # 738

“Lord of All Hopefulness”
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1 Lord of all hope - ful - ness, Lord of all Jjoy,
2 Lord of all ea - ger - ness, Lord of all faith,
3 Lord of all kind - i - ness, Lord of all grace,
4 Lord of all gen - tle - ness, Lord of all calm,
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Whose trust, ev - er child - like, no cares could de - stroy:
Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe:
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Be there at our wak -ing, and give us, we pray,
Be there at our la - bors, and give us, we pray,
Be there at our hom - ing, and give us, we pray,
Be there at our sleep-ing, and give us, we pray,
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Your Dbliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.
Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.
Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.
Your peace in our  hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.
© Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010599.
Public domain
Please Stand

Post-Communion Collect

P: Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C: Amen



Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
C: Amen.

Congregational Hymn # 584

“Faith and Truth and Life Bestowing”
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thorns and un - be - liev - ing, Shal-low earth or ston - y ground.
eyes be - hold Your glo - ry Give us ears to hear Your Word.

© 1997 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010599.
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Announcements

The Dismissal

P: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!



+ Post-service Music +

GOD’S BLESSINGS to all those celebrating birthdays this week:
e No Birthdays this week

and anniversaries:
e Dec 10 Jim & Lucie McNeil

Best wishes!

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Tuesday Women’s Bible Class 10 am
Wednesday Zoom Bible Class 10:30 am
Wednesday Soup Supper
Wednesday  Advent Service 7pm
Saturday Episcopal Worship Service 5pm
Sunday Adult Bible School 9am
Sunday Choir Rehearsal 9:00am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am
Sunday Council Meeting After Worship

Sunday Morning Bible Class The Christians in Corinth faced many of the conflicts
that Christians today encounter as we seek to live out our faith in a culture that
contradicts Christian beliefs and principles. At the same time 1Corinthians is a
document of hope for our times. In trying to hold the Corinthians to the Word of
God, Paul found it necessary to state both their human faults and their proper
goals. In his epistle, Paul shows them...and us...the way of error and the way of
truth. His letter contains God's answers and counsel. Join us on Sunday mornings
at 9am in the Sanctuary or live-streamed on Facebook for 1 Corinthians.

Wednesday Bible Class We all have sung hymns in worship (and often complained
about them). But what are they actually? Are they just musical entertainment,
breaks where we can whisper to others or go to the restroom, time to stretch or re-
arrange? Lutheran hymns are not breaks from worship, but a central part of
worship. They concisely teach pure, clear Biblical doctrine in a way that reinforces
the theme of the day in worship and teaches us using music. Hymns have always



been a part of Lutheran worship beginning with Martin Luther who urged churches
to use them as a vehicle for proclaiming the Gospel. He writes, “Next to theology, |
accord to music the highest place and greatest honor.” Join us on Wednesday
mornings at 10:30am for our Zoom Bible study as we study the Biblical teaching of
the Hymn of the Day which will be sung at the next Sunday Worship service.

Women'’s Bible Study. The Women’s Bible Study group will be reading and
discussing the Women of the Bible. Please join us in fellowship as we learn about
the many women in Scripture that the Lord has called upon. They come from all
walks of life and stepped up when the Lord made them a part of His plans. The
book highlights 12 of these women and the valuable lessons we can learn from
their stories, inspiring us to persevere through tough times and listen when He calls
us in our hearts. Women’s Bible Class meets at 10:00 am on Tuesday in the Choir
Room.

Don’t forget to Volunteer. There are several Volunteer positions we are looking to
and excited to fill. If you are interested in serving, please check out the table in the
entryway to see all of the ways to serve.

Advent Soup suppers will be held this year. We are doing things differently this
year so please make note. Dec 7th Soup Supper at 6pm Service at 7pm, Dec 14th
Soup Supper at 12pm noon Service at 1pm

Please Join us in Worship Christmas Eve worship Dec 24" at 7pm Christmas
Day Worship Dec 25 at 10am. There will be no adult bible class Christmas
morning.



LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH
We are Built for a Purpose

Built Through Word and Sacrament -

...believing in and making faithful and frequent use of the Bible,
Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper as the means by which God gives and
sustains faith and empowers and strengthens us for Christian living.

Built Through Ongoing Learning —

...providing quality, Bible based instruction to foster greater
understanding of God’s Word and to better equip members for their
discipleship.

Built For Service —
...reaching out to others by word and deed to join in the sharing of
God’s blessings and grace, which is free to all believers.

Built For Discipleship —
...utilizing fully our time, talents, and resources to serve and love the
Lord, furthering our commission of discipleship.

Built For Fellowship —

...caring for and sharing with our church family; fostering greater love,
understanding, and concern for the physical and spiritual well-being of
all brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ.

The window behind the altar is our EASTER SUNRISE WINDOW.
The cross hanging in front of the window is an empty cross, reminding us
that Jesus rose from the dead and is alive now to be with us here and
always. Every Sunday is a celebration of Easter. The symbol on the front
of the ALTAR is a combination of two Greek letters: the “chi,” which looks
like our English “x,” and the “rho,” which looks like our “p.” In the Greek,
these letters are the first two of “Christ.” Combined as they are, they
suggest the cross. Superimposed on the cross is a heart, the reminder that
God'’s love for us is the reason Jesus died on the cross. God’s love for us

empowers us to share his love with others.




