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Absalom 
As We Gather     Who is the son of David? Just like Adam and Eve and Abram and 

Sarai, so also David received a promise from God. The Lord’s promise for King David 
was that his house and kingdom would be established forever. But this promise 
seems to be in jeopardy when David’s son Absalom rebels against his own father. In 
the end, however, this disobedient prince dies, hanging from a tree. Yes, God would 
indeed establish David’s reign, but it would be through Jesus, the greater Son, who 
is obedient to the will of His Father in heaven. This Prince of Peace dies by hanging 
nailed to the tree of the cross so we can be restored as sons and daughters of the 
King of kings. 
 

The Hymn   “Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come”         Hymn 350 
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The Invocation 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
Pastor: The Sprit and the Church cry out: 
People: Come, Lord Jesus. 



Pastor: All those who await His appearance pray: 
People: Come, Lord Jesus. 
Pastor: The whole creation pleads: 
People: Come, Lord Jesus. 
Pastor: Awaiting the Son of Man and the Son of God, we implore: 
People: Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Confession and Absolution 
P: Let us confess our sins to God and ask his forgiveness. 

C Loving Father, who sent Jesus as the promised child, our Savior, we confess 
that our waiting has distracted our Advent and turned us to follow our own 
way. Forgive us for shaping the celebration to fit our desires. Focus our eyes 
and hearts on the coming Christ. Inspire us with Christ’s advent so that we 
shout from the housetops the Good News that in the coming Savior God is 
indeed with us. Make us into your joy-filled messengers, sharing your powerful 
message of salvation for all.  

P Jesus has promised that the sins we forgive on earth will also be forgiven in 
heaven. Trusting that precious promise, as a called and ordained minister of the 
Gospel, I confidently declare to you that, in Jesus Christ, all of your sins are 
forgiven and you are privileged to share that same forgiveness with all the 
others in your life. We are filled with Jesus’ light of life so that we can shine 
among the people of this world like stars in the sky. 

First Reading                                                          2 Samuel 18:24-33 
24Now David was sitting between the two gates, and the watchman went 

up to the roof of the gate by the wall, and when he lifted up his eyes and looked, 
he saw a man running alone. 25The watchman called out and told the king. And 
the king said, “If he is alone, there is news in his mouth.” And he drew nearer 
and nearer. 26The watchman saw another man running. And the watchman 
called to the gate and said, “See, another man running alone!” The king said, “He 
also brings news.” 27The watchman said, “I think the running of the first is like 
the running of Ahimaaz the son of Zadok.” And the king said, “He is a good man 
and comes with good news.” 28Then Ahimaaz cried out to the king, “All is well.” 
And he bowed before the king with his face to the earth and said, “Blessed be 
the Lord your God, who has delivered up the men who raised their hand against 
my lord the king.” 29And the king said, “Is it well with the young man Absalom?” 
Ahimaaz answered, “When Joab sent the king’s servant, your servant, I saw a 



great commotion, but I do not know what it was.” 30And the king said, “Turn 
aside and stand here.” So he turned aside and stood still. 31And behold, the 
Cushite came, and the Cushite said, “Good news for my lord the king! For the 
Lord has delivered you this day from the hand of all who rose up against you.” 
32The king said to the Cushite, “Is it well with the young man Absalom?” And the 
Cushite answered, “May the enemies of my lord the king and all who rise up 
against you for evil be like that young man.” 33And the king was deeply moved 
and went up to the chamber over the gate and wept. And as he went, he said, 
“O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! Would I had died instead of you, 
O Absalom, my son, my son!” 
 

Second Reading                                                                      Ephesians 5:1-10 
 1Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2And walk in love, as 
Christ loved us and gave Himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to 
God.  3But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be 
named among you, as is proper among saints. 4Let there be no filthiness nor 
foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be 
thanksgiving. 5For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually 
immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance 
in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6Let no one deceive you with empty words, for 
because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 
7Therefore do not associate with them; 8for at one time you were darkness, but 
now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9(for the fruit of light is 
found in all that is good and right and true), 10and try to discern what is pleasing 
to the Lord. 
 

Gospel Reading                                                                      Matthew 22:41-46 
41Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them a question, 
42saying, “What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is He?” They said to 
Him, “The son of David.” 43He said to them, “How is it then that David, in the Spirit, 
calls Him Lord, saying, 44“ ‘The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at My right hand, until I put 
Your enemies under Your feet’? 45If then David calls Him Lord, how is He his son?” 
46And no one was able to answer Him a word, nor from that day did anyone dare 
to ask Him any more questions 
 



The Hymn “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”  Hymn 549 

 

 

 
 

6 Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe, 
    On this terrestrial ball 
To Him all majesty ascribe 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
[To Him all majesty ascribe 
    And crown Him Lord of all.] 

 

7 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng 
    We at His feet may fall! 
We’ll join the everlasting song 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
[We’ll join the everlasting song 
    And crown Him Lord of all.] 

The Message 
 

The Prayers   
Pastor: During this season of Advent, we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus.” True Son of 

Adam, 
People: come, Lord Jesus. 
Pastor: True Son of Abraham, 



People: come, Lord Jesus. 
Pastor: True Son of David, 
People: come, Lord Jesus. 
Pastor: True Son of God, 
People: come, Lord Jesus. 
Pastor: True Son of Man, 
People: come, Lord Jesus. 
Pastor: That we might receive adoption as sons and daughters, 
People: come, Lord Jesus. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 
Pastor; The Lord Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, grant us a quiet night 

and peace at the last. 
People: Amen. 
 

The Closing Hymn     “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”     Hymn 338 
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