
Wednesday December 15, 2021 

Advent Service 
 

As We Gather     God’s surprising message to Joseph caught him off guard and unsure of 

what to do. Who would have thought that God would use him in this way? But God constantly 
surprises us with His gracious gifts. How is God using you?  
 

The Invocation 
P  In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

A voice cries out, “In the wilderness clear a way for the Lord; 
C  make a way in the desert, a road for our God. 
P  Every valley must be lifted up, and every mountain and hill leveled. 
C  The rough places will become a level plain, the rugged land a wide valley. 
P  The glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all people will see it at the same time. 
C  For the Lord has decreed it.” 
P  “Go up on a high mountain, O herald Zion! 
C  Shout out loudly, O herald Jerusalem! Shout, don’t be afraid! 
P  Say to the towns of Judah, ‘Here is your God!’” 
C  “Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son. 
P  And they shall call his name Immanuel (which means God with us).” 
C “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 

the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 
 

Confession and Absolution 
P: Let us confess our sins to God and ask his forgiveness. 

C Loving Father, who sent Jesus as our Guide and Savior, we confess that our distracted 
doing has shrouded our Advent and turned us to follow our own way. Forgive us for 
shaping the celebration to fit our desires. Seize us by your Spirit. Focus our eyes and 
hearts on the coming Christ. Inspire us with Christ’s advent so that we shout from the 
housetops the Good News that in the coming Savior God is indeed with us. Make us into 
your joy-filled messengers, sharing your powerful message of your loving salvation for all.  

P Jesus has promised that the sins we forgive on earth will also be forgiven in heaven. 
Trusting that precious promise, as a called and ordained minister of the Gospel, I confidently 
declare to you that, in Jesus Christ, all of your sins are forgiven and you are privileged to 
share that same forgiveness with all the others in your life. We are filled with Jesus’ light of 
life so that we can shine among the people of this world like stars in the sky. 
 

The Prayer of the Day 

P O Leader of us all, guide our footsteps to follow you in all we say and do. Help us to listen to 
you when you tell us to go. Let our path in this life be blessed through every twist and turn 



by you, who knows all and can see the bigger picture of what you have in mind for us. Bring 
us this Advent season to your manger bed to worship you there. Remind us of the gift that 
you have given to us of yourself to accompany us through each day, Keep pointing us to 
your cross and empty tomb, and lead us by your mercy to life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Hymn Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord  Hymn 352 

 

 

 
 

5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head 
That, set free from doubt and dread, 
I may cling to You in faith, 
Safely kept through life and death. 

 

6 Then when You will come again 
As the glorious king to reign, 
I with joy will see Your face, 
Freely ransomed by Your grace. 
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Old Testament Reading                                                               Isaiah 7:10-15 
10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz: 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol 
or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” 
13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you 
weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey 



when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 
 

Gospel Reading                                                                        Matthew 1:18-25 
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved 
to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your 
wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you 
shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to 
fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:  

23  “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” 
(which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And 
he called his name Jesus. 

The Hymn         “Savior of the Nations. Come”               Hymn 332 v 1-5 

 

 

 

5 God the Father was His source, 
Back to God He ran His course. 
Into hell His road went down, 
Back then to His throne and crown. 
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The Message 
 

The Prayers   
Pastor:  Advent Lord, we long for your return. 
People: Come, Lord Jesus! 
Pastor:  Lord and Savior, forgive us when we are too busy to worship you. Forgive 

us when we grow impatient and unkind toward others and put our preparations ahead 
of the people in our lives. Help us to look forward to our celebrations with joy and 
peace. Advent Lord, we long for your return. 

People: Come, Lord Jesus! 
Pastor:  Lord and Savior, lead us to help those in need during this holiday season, to 

share with others the blessings you have given us. Comfort those who suffer in illness, 
grief or loneliness, especially those we name in our hearts … Advent Lord, we long for 
your return. 

People: Come, Lord Jesus! 
Pastor:  Lord and Savior, because of your death and resurrection, we can now serve 

you without fear, in holiness and righteousness before you all the days of our lives. Fill 
us with joy as we prepare to celebrate your birth, and let our joy overflow into the lives 
of others, so that they too will worship you as their Savior. Advent Lord, we long for 
your return. 

People: Come, Lord Jesus! 
Pastor:  Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 
Pastor; The Lord Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, grant us a quiet night and peace at 

the last. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Closing Hymn    “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” Hymn 338 
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