CHALLENGE

February 14, 2021
LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Red Letter Challenge
A Stephen Ministry Congregation

God writes His Word on our Lives, building us into a Family engaged
in Spirit-filled Service.

1089 Lake Oconee Parkway
Eatonton, GA 31024

Church Office: 706-485-4600
Sonya Plunkett Church Secretary
www.lakeoconeelutheran.org
Office email: officelolc@gmail.com

LAKE OCONEE Pastor Steven Hayden

LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor’s Cell: 515-360-5081
Pastor’s email: revshayden@gmail.com

Aids for hearing, children’s activity bulletins, and large print bulletins are
available from the ushers


http://www.lakeoconeelutheran.org/
mailto:revshayden@gmail.com
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WE OFFER NURSERY & CHILDCARE
If you need childcare, please see one of the ushers
and we will happily accommodate you.

Elder of the Month: Barney Ross
Scripture reader: Susan Larson




Pre-Service Music: This is time to turn our hearts & minds toward God in preparation of
worship.

Instrumental Prelude Lev Ryabinin
Welcome

Please Stand

(You are invited to wish those around you God’s peace. Please remain standing for the
invocation.)

Invocation

Confession and Absolution
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

-

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
Please be seated



Congregational Hymn #577

“Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast”
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Prayer of the Day

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.
P: O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Your beloved Son You

confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the testimony of Moses and
Elijah. In the voice that came from the bright cloud You wonderfully
foreshowed our adoption by grace. Mercifully make us co-heirs with
the King in His glory and bring us to the fullness of our inheritance in

heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.



The First Lesson: Isaiah 58:6-12

R: 8“ls not this the fast that | choose: to loose the bonds of wickedness, to
undo the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break
every yoke? ’Is it not to share your bread with the hungry and bring
the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover
him, and not to hide yourself from your own flesh? 8Then shall your
light break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up
speedily; your righteousness shall go before you; the glory of the LORD
shall be your rear guard. °Then you shall call, and the LorD will answer;
you shall cry, and he will say, ‘Here | am.” If you take away the yoke
from your midst, the pointing of the finger, and speaking wickedness,
19if you pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the desire of the
afflicted, then shall your light rise in the darkness and your gloom be
as the noonday. *And the LorD will guide you continually and satisfy
your desire in scorched places and make your bones strong; and you
shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters do
not fail. 2And your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the
foundations of many generations; you shall be called the repairer of
the breach, the restorer of streets to dwell in.

R: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Please Stand
Common Alleluia and Verse
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.



Holy Gospel: Matthew 7:24-27
R: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew chapter 7

C: Glory to You, O Lord.

R: 24“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will
be like a wise man who built his house on the rock. °And the rain fell,
and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but
it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. 2°And
everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will
be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. ?’And the rain
fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that
house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.”

R: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

Please be seated



Sermon Hymn # 645

“Built on the Rock”
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5 Grant, then, O God, Your will be done,
That, when the church bells are ringing,
Many in saving faith may come
Where Christ His message is bringing:
“I know My own; My own know Me.
You, not the world, My face shall see.
My peace | leave with you. Amen.”
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The Message Pastor Steve Hayden

Please Stand
Apostles' Creed

C: 1 believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence
He will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering
To Our Guests: We do not charge for any of our services. All our services,
programs, and expenses are freely supported by the gifts and offerings of our
members. As our guests, you have not been invited for what you can give, but for
what God can give you. The Offering is collected at the doors either as you enter
or as you exit.

Prayer of the Church

* Prayer of The Church
(After the pastor ends each petition with, “Lord in Your Mercy, the
congregation responds with, “Hear our prayer.”)




The Lord's Prayer

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.
Please be seated



Congregational Hymn #584

“Faith and Truth and Life Bestowing”
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© 1997 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission.
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Announcements

Birthdays & Anniversaries

The Dismissal

P: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!

+ Post-service Music

+

GOD’S BLESSINGS to all those celebrating birthdays this week:

e February 16 Connie Saner

e February 20 Marge Heimer
and anniversaries

e No Anniversaries this week



Best wishes!

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Sunday Council Meeting After Worship
Tuesday Women’s Bible Study 10 am
Tuesday Blood Drive 1pm
Wednesday = Ash Wednesday 7 pm
Wednesday Zoom Bible Class 10:30 am
Sunday Bible Class (In Person) 9am
Sunday Children’s Sunday School 10 am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am

Sunday Morning Bible Class Red Letter Challenge as we kick off our journey
together in Bible Class. “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and
puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.”
Matthew 7:24 Here’s the big idea. Taking Jesus’ words, the only ones that are
written in red letters in your Bibles, and putting them into practice. Literally. That’s
the very unoriginal yet revolutionary idea that’s going to change not just the
followers of Jesus but the world in which we live. Join us every Sunday morning at
9 am. You may also watch the Bible class live each week on Lake Oconee Lutheran
Church’s Facebook page.

Tuesday Women’s Bible class A new 7 week Bible Study based on Psalm 23 starts
on February 16 in the choir room from 10 — 11:15 am each Tuesday. Each
participant will need a study guide, so if you are new to the Bible study, please
contact Linda Hayden so that a book can be ordered for you. If you are a current or
new member and would like to make a donation to defray the cost of the study
guides ($18.35 each) please put the donation in an envelope, mark it “Women’s
Bible study” and place it in the offering plate or drop the envelope in the church
office.

Wednesday Zoom Bible Class The study of the Old Testament is nothing less than
an exploration into the thoughts of God and His desires for ordinary people like
you and me. And what makes more sense than to “begin at the beginning”? As
the history of sinful humanity finds its beginning, so also does the unfolding of



God’s plan to redeem fallen humanity through the sending of a Savior. Join us on
Wednesday mornings at 10:30 am on Zoom as we look at old familiar stories and
clearly see the new life that God gives to us in Jesus Christ.

Time and Talents Form at Lake Oconee Lutheran Church, we have a special
opportunity, not only to serve our neighbors but also to grow in community and in
our relationship with Our Lord. Our desire is to continue to build into a family of
Spirit-filled servants, who spend time growing in faith alongside one another. Our
desire is that what you choose to prioritize in 2021 points you back to Christ today
and every day. To fill out the time and talents form online:
tinyurl.com/LOLCtimetalent

Blood Drive February 16" from 1-6pm To sign up to give blood go to
www.redcrossblood.org and use code LOLC.

Little Free Pantry The Little Free Pantry is looking for volunteers to keep the
pantry full for the months of March, April and May. We are looking for a volunteer
to take a week at a time and check the pantry twice throughout the week. The
volunteer will add food if the shelf is low and make sure that it is clean and well
cared for. A clipboard is on the table by the piano as you leave the service to sign
up for a specific week or you may call the church office to volunteer. If you have
any questions please contact Linda Hayden or Kayleen Ringer.

Current items needed for the Little Free Pantry:
Boxed milk (non-refrigerated, shelf stable)
Jelly (plastic container only please)

No other items are needed at this time as we currently have a full stock of food
items.

We Need Volunteers for altar care. There is a sign up sheet on the table next to
the piano in the front of the sanctuary. Please sign up if you would like to
volunteer. If you have any questions please contact Donna Crouch.


http://tinyurl.com/LOLCtimetalent
http://www.redcrossblood.org/

WORSHIP UPDATE
Remember, we are now live-streaming our worship. This means worship services
will be broadcast live as they happen on Sunday mornings at 10:30 am on
Facebook. Join us as we all come together in worship. If you are unable to be
online at 10:30 am, do not worry. The recorded service will remain available for
you to watch later as well. You may find it on the @lakeoconeelutheranchurch

page on Facebook. God's blessings to each of you!



LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH
We are Built for a Purpose

Built Through Word and Sacrament -

...believing in and making faithful and frequent use of the Bible,
Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper as the means by which God gives and
sustains faith and empowers and strengthens us for Christian living.

Built Through Ongoing Learning —

...providing quality, Bible based instruction to foster greater
understanding of God’s Word and to better equip members for their
discipleship.

Built For Service —
...reaching out to others by word and deed to join in the sharing of
God’s blessings and grace, which is free to all believers.

Built For Discipleship —
...utilizing fully our time, talents, and resources to serve and love the
Lord, furthering our commission of discipleship.

Built For Fellowship —

...caring for and sharing with our church family; fostering greater love,
understanding, and concern for the physical and spiritual well-being of
all brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ.

The window behind the altar is our EASTER SUNRISE WINDOW.
The cross hanging in front of the window is an empty cross, reminding us
that Jesus rose from the dead and is alive now to be with us here and
always. Every Sunday is a celebration of Easter. The symbol on the front
of the ALTAR is a combination of two Greek letters: the “chi,” which looks
like our English “x,” and the “rho,” which looks like our “p.” In the Greek,
these letters are the first two of “Christ.” Combined as they are, they
suggest the cross. Superimposed on the cross is a heart, the reminder that
God'’s love for us is the reason Jesus died on the cross. God’s love for us

empowers us to share his love with others.




