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In this service for Ash Wednesday, we are drawn to Calvary to receive 
forgiveness. In word and song, we contemplate how to live lives of 
forgiving one another as we have been forgiven by Christ through the 
cross. 

Ash Wednesday – Guided to Forgiveness 
 

Invocation and Call to Worship 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
People: Amen.  
Pastor: Return to the Lord your God. 
People: Christ crucified, I come. 
Pastor: Behold his miracle of mercy. 
People: Christ crucified, I come. 
Pastor: Receive his gift of grace. 
People: Christ crucified, I come. 
Pastor: Abide in his steadfast love. 
People: Christ crucified, I come. 
Pastor: Rest in his unfailing faithfulness.  
People: Christ crucified, I come. 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Pastor: In ancient times, people might display their sorrow over sin by 

scattering dust and ashes on their heads, a reminder that in 
Eden, God decreed death as the penalty for sin: “You are dust, 
and to dust you shall return” (Genesis 3:19). Yet God also 
promised that a Savior would come to destroy the power of 
the tempting serpent who had brought sin and death into 
God’s creation. In his suffering, the inspired prophet Job spoke 
of his trust in the Lord’s promise: “I know that my Redeemer 
lives, and at the last he will stand upon the earth” (Job 19:25). 
Confident in his Redeemer’s love, Job confessed his sins, “I 



despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes” (Job 42:6). 
Remembering that the promised Savior, Jesus our Redeemer, 
shed his blood on the cross for us, we take onto ourselves a 
mark of repentance. You are invited to come forward at the 
direction of the ushers to receive the mark of ashes, a 
reminder that we, like Job, repent in dust and ashes.  

People: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 
The Imposition Of Ashes 

The ashes symbolize our mourning for our sins. The sign of the cross 
symbolizes cleansing and renewal and points to the gift of 

forgiveness that God gives in Jesus Christ. 
Those who wish to receive ashes should approach the altar.  
If you prefer not to take part, please remain in your seats. 

 
Pastor: God has had mercy on us, and for the sake of Christ Jesus our 

Redeemer, he has forgiven our sins. I announce to you that your sins 
are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 

People: “Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with 
a willing spirit!” 

 
The Prayer of the Day 
Pastor: Heavenly Father, although we are all too aware of our sins and 
failures, we repent with humble confidence, knowing that Jesus shed 
his blood on the cross for us. By your grace, your undeserved favor for 
sinners, you have brought us out of the domain of sin and transferred 
us into the kingdom of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, in whom we 
have forgiveness for our sins. Lead us by your Spirit to walk in love as 
Jesus walked, and to bear witness to the fact that our Redeemer lives! 
Hear our prayer, and accept our praise in Jesus’ holy name.  

People:  Amen.  



 
The Hymn              “I Lay My Sins on Jesus”   Hymn 606 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
The Old Testament Reading Psalm 103:11-14 
For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast 
love toward those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so 
far does he remove our transgressions from us. As a father shows 
compassion to his children, so the Lord shows compassion to those 
who fear him. For he knows our frame; he remembers that we are 
dust. 
Pastor This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 



The New Testament Reading     Colossians 1:9-14 
And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, 
asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all 
spiritual wisdom and understanding, so as to walk in a manner worthy 
of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work and 
increasing in the knowledge of God; being strengthened with all 
power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience 
with joy; giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in 
the inheritance of the saints in light. He has delivered us from the 
domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved 
Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
The Gospel Reading Luke 23:33-34 
And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they 
crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 
And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they 
do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments. 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
The Confession of Our Faith in The Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come 
to judge the living and the dead. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
The Hymn          “Jesus, Grant that Balm and Healing” Hymn 421 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 



THE MESSAGE 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor:  Lord and Savior, we begin this season of Lent marked with the 

ashes of repentance. As we remember your suffering and death 
for us, we trust in your steadfast love and look to you for mercy 
and forgiveness. Jesus, Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 
the world, 

People: Have mercy on us, and hear our prayer. 
Pastor:Lord and Savior, through your death and resurrection, we have 

been delivered from the domain of sin and death. By grace 
through faith in your holy name, we have been brought into 
your kingdom. Our sins are washed away in your blood, and we 
have forgiveness and eternal life. Jesus, Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world, 

People: Have mercy on us, and hear our prayer. 
Pastor:Lord and Savior, you prayed for forgiveness for those who 

nailed you to the cross. As you have forgiven us, lead us by your 
Spirit to forgive others as we have been forgiven and to walk in 
love as you did. Jesus, Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 
the world, 

People: Have mercy on us, and hear our prayer. 
Pastor:Lord and Savior, through these 40 days, we will remember your 

suffering and death for us. As we praise you for your saving love, 
we look forward with joy to the celebration of your resurrection 
on Easter morning. When you return on the Last Day, we too 
will be raised as you were raised, and we will receive the crown 
of life. Jesus, Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,  

People: Have mercy on us, and hear our prayer. Amen. 
 
 
 



The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
People: Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Institution  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Distribution of Communion 
Hymn            Jesus, Sinners Doth Receive Hymn 609 v 1-4, 7 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
The Blessing 
Pastor: May the merciful God, who is faithful and just to forgive our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness, empower you to live according 
to his good and gracious will, through Jesus Christ to whom be the glory 
forever. 
People:       Amen. 
 
 
 



The Hymn “On My Heart Imprint Your Image” (422) 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Lenten Wednesday Services for this year:  
February, 21, 2024 12pm soup 1 pm service 
February, 28, 2024 6pm soup 7pm service 
March 6, 2024 12pm soup 1pm service 
March 13, 2024 6pm soup 7pm service 
March 20, 2024 12pm soup 1pm service 
 
 
Join us next week in our Guided to the Cross special service for Lent, 
as we are drawn to Calvary to receive hope. In word and song, we 
contemplate how to live lives of hope as we remember that Christ 
went to the cross to save us forevermore. 
 


