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WE OFFER NURSERY & CHILDCARE
If you need childcare, please see one of the ushers
and we will happily accommodate you.

Elder of the Month: Kathie Kueven
Scripture reader: Robert Elkins
Coffee & Fellowship: Charlie & Cindy Helms




Pre-Service Music: This is time to turn our hearts & minds toward God in preparation of
worship.

Instrumental Prelude Lev Ryabinin
Welcome

Please Stand

(You are invited to wish those around you God’s peace. Please remain standing for the
invocation.)

Invocation

Confession and Absolution
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

-

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
Please be seated



Congregational Hymn #728

“How Firm a Foundation”
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1 How firm a foun-da - tion, O saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not! I am with you, O be not dis - mayed,
3 “The soul that on Je - sus has leaned for re - pose
4 “When through fi - ery tri - als your path - way will lie,
5 “Through - out all their life - time My peo - ple will prove
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Is laid for your faith mm His ex - cel - lent Word!
For I am your God and will still give you aid;
I will not, I will not, de - sert to his foes;
My  grace, all - suf - i - cient, will be your sup - ply.
My sov - ’reign, e - ter - nal, un-change - a - ble love;
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What more can He say than to you He has said
I'll  strength - en you, help you, and cause you to stand,
That  soul, though all hell should en - deav - or to shake,
The flames will not hurt you; I on - ly de - sign
And  then, when gray hairs will their tem - ples a - dom,
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Who un - to the Sav - ior for ref - uge have fled?
Up - held by My righ - teous, om - nip - o - tent hand.
rn nev - er, no nev - er, no nev-er, for-sake!
Your  dross to  con-sume and your gold to re - fine.
Like lambs they will still in My bos-om be borne.”

Text: A Selection of Hymns, 1787, London, alt.
Tune: Genuine Church Music, 1832, Winchester
Text and tune: Public domain

Prayer of the Day

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty
power defend us from all adversities that may happen to the body and
from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.



C: Amen.
The First Lesson: Jeremiah 26:8-15

R: 8When Jeremiah had finished speaking all that the LorD had
commanded him to speak to all the people, then the priests and the
prophets and all the people laid hold of him, saying, “You shall
die! *Why have you prophesied in the name of the LorD, saying, ‘This
house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate, without
inhabitant’?” And all the people gathered around Jeremiah in the
house of the LorD. 1°When the officials of Judah heard these things,
they came up from the king’s house to the house of the LORD and took
their seat in the entry of the New Gate of the house of the LorD. *'Then
the priests and the prophets said to the officials and to all the people,
“This man deserves the sentence of death, because he has prophesied
against this city, as you have heard with your own ears.” ?Then
Jeremiah spoke to all the officials and all the people, saying,

“The LORD sent me to prophesy against this house and this city all the
words you have heard. *Now therefore mend your ways and your
deeds, and obey the voice of the LORD your God, and the LORD will
relent of the disaster that he has pronounced against you. *But as for
me, behold, | am in your hands. Do with me as seems good and right to
you. >Only know for certain that if you put me to death, you will bring
innocent blood upon yourselves and upon this city and its inhabitants,
for in truth the LORD sent me to you to speak all these words in your
ears.”

R: This is the Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God

The Epistle Lesson: Philippians 3:17—4:1

R: Y"Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk
according to the example you have in us. ¥For many, of whom | have
often told you and now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of



the cross of Christ. 1°Their end is destruction, their god is their belly,
and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. 2°But
our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ, *who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious
body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to
himself. Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and
crown, stand firm thus in the Lord, my beloved.

R: This is the Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God

Please Stand
Verse for Lent
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Re - turn to the Lord, your God, for He is gra-cious and
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stead-fast love, and a - bound - ing in stead - fast love.

Holy Gospel: Luke 13:31-35
R: The Holy Gospel according to Luke chapter 13

C: Glory to You, O Lord.

R:3'At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus], “Get away
from here, for Herod wants to kill you.” 3?And he said to them, “Go and
tell that fox, ‘Behold, | cast out demons and perform cures today and
tomorrow, and the third day | finish my course. >*Nevertheless, | must
go on my way today and tomorrow and the day following, for it cannot
be that a prophet should perish away from Jerusalem.” 3*O Jerusalem,



Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are
sent to it! How often would | have gathered your children together as a
hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you would not! 3>Behold,

your house is forsaken. And | tell you, you will not see me until you say,
‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!””
R: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to You, O Christ.

Please be seated



Sermon Hymn # 587

“l Know My Faith Is Founded”
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11 know my faith 1s found ed On Je - sus Christ, my
2 In-crease my faith, dear Sav - ior, For Sa - tan seeks by
3 In faith, Lord, let me serve You; Though per - se - cu - tion,
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God and Lord; And this my faith con - fess - ing, Un -
night and day To rob me of this trea - sure And
grief, and pain Should seek to o - ver - whelm me, Let
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moved I stand on His sure Word. Our rea - son can - not
take my hope of bliss a - way. But, Lord, with You be -
me a stead - fast trust re - tain; And then at  my de -
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side me, | shall be un - dis-mayed; And led by Your good
par - ture, Lord, take me home to You, Your rich-es to n -
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wis - dom Re-lies on shift - ing  ground. God’s Word is
Spir - it 1 shall be un - a - fraid. A - Dbide with
her - it As all You said holds true. In life and
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all - suf - fi - cient, It makes di - vine-ly sure; And
me, O Sav - i1or, A firm - er faith be - stow; Then
death, Lord, keep me Un-til Your heav'n I gain, Where
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trust - ing in its  wis - dom, My faith shall rest se - cure.
I shall bid de - fi - ance To ev - ry e - vil foe.
I by Your great mer - cy The end of faith at - tain.

Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671-1756; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.

Tune: Concentus novi, 1540, Augsburg
Text and tune: Public domain



The Message Pastor Steve Hayden

Please Stand
Apostles’ Creed

C: 1 believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence
He will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering
To Our Guests: We do not charge for any of our services. All our services,
programs, and expenses are freely supported by the gifts and offerings of our
members. As our guests, you have not been invited for what you can give, but for
what God can give you. The Offering is collected at the door when you

enter.

Prayer of the Church

* Prayer of The Church
(After the pastor ends each petition with, “Lord in Your Mercy, the
congregation responds with, “Hear our prayer.”)

The Lord's Prayer

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.



Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.

Please be seated

Congregational Hymn 589

“Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens”
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1 Speak, O Lord, Your ser - vant lis - tens, Let Your Word to
2 Oh, what bless - ing to be near You And to lis - ten
3 Lord, Your words are wa - ters liv - ing When my thirst - ing
4 As I pray, dear Je - sus, hear me; Let Your words in
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me come near; New-born life and spir - it give me,
to Your voice; Let me e - er love and hear You,
spir - it pleads. Lord, Your words are bread life - giv - ing;
me take root. May Your Spir - it e’er  be near me
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Let each prom-ise still my fear. Death’s dread pow’r, its in- ward
Let Your Word be now  my choice! Man - hard -ened sin - ners,
On Your wordsmy spir - it feeds. Lord, Your words will be my
That I  bear a-bun - dant fruit. May I dai - ly sing Your
o) .
i — .- - = ! | '
&> ——— e
strife, Wars a - gainst Your Word of life;  Fill me, Lord, with
Lord, Flee n ter - ror at Your Word; But to all who
light Through death’s cold and drea - ry night; Yes, they are my
praise, From my heart glad an-thems raise, Till my high - est
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love’s strong fer - vor That I «cling to You for - ev - er!
feel sin’s  bur - den You give words of peace and par-don.
sword pre - vail - ing And my cup of joy un - fail -ing!
praise s giv - en In the end-less joy of heav-en.

Text: Anna Sophia von Hessen-Darmstadt, 1638-83; (sts. 1-3): tr. George A. T. Rygh, 1860-1942, alt.; (st. 4): tr. Christian Worship, 1993

Tune: Johann Schop, c. 1590-1667
Text and tune: Public domain



Announcements

The Dismissal

P: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!

+ Post-service Music +

GOD’S BLESSINGS to all those celebrating birthdays this week:
e Mar 15 Marlene Matson
e Mar1l7  Sandy Mathson

and anniversaries
e No Anniversaries this week!

Best wishes!
WEEKLY CALENDAR

Sunday Council Meeting After Worship
Tuesday Women’s Bible Class No Bible Class
Wednesday ZOOM Bible Class 10: 30 am
Wednesday Lenten Service 7 pm

Friday Girl Scout troop12212 Lock in 7pm
Saturday Episcopal Church worship 5pm

Sunday Bible Class (In Person) 9 am

Sunday Choir Rehearsal 9am

Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am

Sunday Morning Bible Class Are you up for a challenge? Last year Lake Oconee
Lutheran did the Red Letter Challenge. This year, during Lent, we will be

challenged to be like Jesus in the Being Challenge. We will focus on the ways in
which Jesus spent time being in a relationship with God to help us be in a close




relationship with God. During this challenge, we will focus on 5 key habits that
Jesus practiced in His relationship with God and see how they can help shape our
lives as well. We will join together during Lent in worship, in Bible class, and in
daily devotions for daily devotions that will lead us to a deeper relationship with
God and help us make a big difference in the world. If you would like to buy the
book by Pastor Zehnder to follow along with the daily devotions, see Pastor Steve
who has copies available. The price for “Being Challenge” is $15 per copy. Join us
every Sunday morning at 9 am, either in person in the Sanctuary or live-streamed
on Facebook.

Wednesday Zoom Bible Class A psalm is a song or poem distinguished by its
devotional character and deep piety. It is the faith of the Old Testament set to
music, a poem springing from an encounter with God. It is worship literature. The
book of Psalms, as we know it, was not made-it grew, just as our hymnals were not
made but grew as person after person through the centuries expressed deep
spiritual experiences in poetic form. Christ loved the psalms. Raised as a Jewish
boy, He was nourished on the psalms of His people. The psalms were read and
sung in His home. He heard them in the synagogue. Later, at His Baptism, His
vocation as Messiah was affirmed with Ps. 2:7, "You are My Son." In the night in
which He was betrayed, after Jesus instituted the Last Supper, He and the eleven
sang a hymn before going to the Mount of Olives (Matt. 26:30). On the cross,
when His agony was greatest, Jesus used the words of David (Ps. 22:1) to express
the horror of forsakenness. On Easter evening, when Jesus startled the eleven by
His sudden appearance, He declared that everything written about Him in the
psalms must be fulfilled (Luke 24:44). Most people who know anything about the
Bible know a few “literary gems” from the Psalms. But if you are not satisfied with
a few oft-quoted verses, then come to a full banquet. You are invited to sit down
at the table and enjoy the spiritual food found in the Psalms. Real people, who had
real problems and joys, wrote the Psalms. Just as God spoke to the writers of the
Psalms, so He speaks to you today. Join us Wednesday mornings at 10:30 am on
Zoom for our Bible study on the Book of Psalms — Conversations with God.

Women’s Bible Study the Women’s Bible Study is planning a celebration luncheon
on Tuesday, March 22" at 11:30 am at El Sitio in Eatonton. They will resume bible
study on Tuesday, March 29%" at 10:00 am in the Choir Room. We will be reading
the book Keep It Shut by Karen Ehman. This humorous and encouraging six-week
study will help us learn the essential practice of using our words more effectively-



-alleviating heartache and regret, reducing relational tension and conflict,
lessening our stress levels, and growing our relationship with God. If this speaks
to you, please plan to join us on the 29t"".Women's Bible Study meets Tuesday
mornings at 10am in the choir room.

Don’t forget to Volunteer. There are several Volunteer positions we are looking to
and excited to fill. If you are interested in serving, please check out the table in the
entryway to see all of the ways to serve.

Lenten Soup Suppers begin at 6 pm (please note the time change) See the
blue table in the entry way to sign up to provide soup and or desserts.

Lenten Season Traditionally during Lent flowers are not placed on the Altar.
This year the first Sunday in Lent is March 6th. If you have an occasion to
celebrate during Lent, please, consider providing flowers after Easter or
placing them in the Narthex where visitors and all can enjoy them.

We have several blood drives scheduled for the next few months and need
volunteers. If you are interested in volunteering email Pam Kunz at
Kunzpd3@outlook.com. To sign up to donate blood got to redcrossblood.org and
use code LOLC. The blood drive dates are as follows April 7t", May 12", and June
2"d Times will be from 1pm to 6pm.

Little Free Pantry This week the Little Free Pantry is in particular need of: Any
canned fruit, Soups, Peanut butter and Jelly, and Shelf Stable milk Thank you very
much for providing food for those in our community who are in need.

New Portals of Prayer are available on the blue table in the entryway.
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LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH
We are Built for a Purpose

Built Through Word and Sacrament -

...believing in and making faithful and frequent use of the Bible,
Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper as the means by which God gives and
sustains faith and empowers and strengthens us for Christian living.

Built Through Ongoing Learning —

...providing quality, Bible based instruction to foster greater
understanding of God’s Word and to better equip members for their
discipleship.

Built For Service —
...reaching out to others by word and deed to join in the sharing of
God’s blessings and grace, which is free to all believers.

Built For Discipleship —
...utilizing fully our time, talents, and resources to serve and love the
Lord, furthering our commission of discipleship.

Built For Fellowship —

...caring for and sharing with our church family; fostering greater love,
understanding, and concern for the physical and spiritual well-being of
all brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ.

The window behind the altar is our EASTER SUNRISE WINDOW.
The cross hanging in front of the window is an empty cross, reminding us
that Jesus rose from the dead and is alive now to be with us here and
always. Every Sunday is a celebration of Easter. The symbol on the front
of the ALTAR is a combination of two Greek letters: the “chi,” which looks
like our English “x,” and the “rho,” which looks like our “p.” In the Greek,
these letters are the first two of “Christ.” Combined as they are, they
suggest the cross. Superimposed on the cross is a heart, the reminder that
God’s love for us is the reason Jesus died on the cross. God’s love for us

empowers us to share his love with others.




