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March 24, 2024 
 

LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Palm Sunday 

 
 

God writes His Word on our Lives, building us into a Family engaged 
in Spirit-filled Service. 

 

1089 Lake Oconee Parkway  
Eatonton, GA 31024 
Church Office: 706-485-4600 
Sonya Plunkett Church Secretary 
www.lakeoconeelutheran.org 
Office email: officelolc@gmail.com 
 

Pastor Steven Hayden 
Pastor’s Cell: 515-360-5081 
Pastor’s email: revshayden@gmail.com 
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Elder of the Month: Pam Kunz 
Scripture reader: Robert Elkins 

Coffee & Fellowship: Pedersen’s & Kunz’s 
Sunday Counters: Pam Kunz & Alison VanCott 

Alter Flowers: Jerry Pailer for Palm Sunday 



Pre-Service Music: This is time to turn our hearts & minds toward God in preparation of 
worship. 

Instrumental Prelude     Dr. Lev Ryabinin 
Choir Anthem       Dr. Youngmi Kim Director 
Welcome 

 

Invocation 
 

Confession and Absolution 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



Congregational Hymn # 441 

“Ride On, Ride On in Majesty” 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Prayer of the Day  

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus 

Christ, to take upon Himself our flesh and to suffer death upon the 
cross. Mercifully grant that we may follow the example of His great 
humility and patience and be made partakers of His resurrection; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 



The First Lesson:  Zechariah 9:9-12 

R: 9Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of 
Jerusalem! behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having 
salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of 
a donkey. 10I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse 
from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak 
peace to the nations; his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the 
River to the ends of the earth. 11As for you also, because of the blood of 
my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from the waterless 
pit. 12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare 
that I will restore to you double. 

R: This is the Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
 

The Epistle Lesson:  Philippians 2:5-11 

R: 5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, 
though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a 
thing to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the form of a 
servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8And being found in human 
form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross. 9Therefore God has highly exalted him and 
bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

R: This is the Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Verse for Lent 

 

 

 
 

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission. 

Holy Gospel: John 12:20–43 

R: The Holy Gospel according to St John chapter 12 

C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
R: 20Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some 

Greeks. 21So these came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, 
and asked him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told 
Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23And Jesus answered 
them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Truly, 
truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, 
it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Whoever loves his 
life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for 
eternal life. 26If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, 
there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will 
honor him. 27“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, 
save me from this hour’? But for this purpose I have come to this 
hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven: “I 
have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd that stood 
there and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An angel 
has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your 
sake, not mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler 



of this world be cast out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, 
will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to show by what kind of 
death he was going to die. 34So the crowd answered him, “We have 
heard from the Law that the Christ remains forever. How can you say 
that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?” 35So 
Jesus said to them, “The light is among you for a little while longer. 
Walk while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you. The one 
who walks in the darkness does not know where he is going. 36While 
you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of 
light.” When Jesus had said these things, he departed and hid himself 
from them. 37Though he had done so many signs before them, they still 
did not believe in him, 38so that the word spoken by the prophet Isaiah 
might be fulfilled: “Lord, who has believed what he heard from us, and 
to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?” 39Therefore they 
could not believe. For again Isaiah said, 40“He has blinded their eyes 
and hardened their heart, lest they see with their eyes, and understand 
with their heart, and turn, and I would heal them.” 41Isaiah said these 
things because he saw his glory and spoke of him. 42Nevertheless, 
many even of the authorities believed in him, but for fear of the 
Pharisees they did not confess it, so that they would not be put out of 
the synagogue; 43for they loved the glory that comes from man more 
than the glory that comes from God. 

R: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sermon Hymn # 442 

“All Glory, Laud, and Honor” 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

The Message Pastor Steve Hayden 

 

Apostles' Creed  

C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence 
He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 



Offering 
To Our Guests: We do not charge for any of our services. All our services, 

programs, and expenses are freely supported by the gifts and offerings of our 

members. As our guests, you have not been invited for what you can give, but for 

what God can give you. The Offering is collected at the door when you 

enter. 

Prayer of the Church 

* Prayer of The Church 
(After the pastor ends each petition with, “Lord in Your Mercy, the 
congregation responds with, “Hear our prayer.”) 

The Lord's Prayer 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Congregational Hymn # 443 

“Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Announcements 
 

The Dismissal 

P: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+             Post-service Music            + 

 

GOD’S BLESSINGS to all those celebrating birthdays this week: 
• March 25  Rev. David Raetz 

• March 26  Dorothy Johnson 

• March 28  Si-Si Petrea 

• March 30  Barney Ross 
 

and anniversaries 
• March 26  Don & Pam Menke 

        Best wishes! 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

Monday  Quilts of Valor      10 am 
Tuesday  Women’s Bible Class    10 am 
Wednesday ZOOM Bible Class     10:30 am 
Thursday  Maundy Thursday Service   7pm 
Friday   Good Friday Service    7pm 
Saturday  Episcopal worship     5 pm 
Sunday  Bible Class (In Person)    No Bible Class 
Sunday  Choir Rehearsal     9 am 
Sunday  Worship Service     10:30 am 
Sunday  Easter Breakfast     After Service 

 

Sunday Morning Bible Class Many people who are great by the world’s standards 
expect to be served by others. Not our Lord Jesus. Jesus took on the lowly form of a 
man to serve humanity and to sacrifice His life to ransom us from sin, death, and the 
devil. In his Gospel, Mark speaks to us today about the meaning of Jesus’ sacrifice 
and resurrection for us and His call to follow Him in a life of servanthood and 
sacrifice. Join us each Sunday in the Sanctuary or Live on Facebook during Bible class 
beginning at 9 am for Mark. 
 

Wednesday Bible Class Amos the prophet has sharp things to say about 
mechanical, thoughtless religion that has lost spirit and truth. The mere 
performance of religious rites often marks a breakdown in one’s vital relation to 
God. But just as God offered a rescue plan for those to whom He pronounced 



judgment in Amos, so too He offers a rescue to all people today—Jesus 
Christ.  Through faith in Jesus, God provides forgiveness of all sins and eternal life. 
This new life motivates us to serve others.  Join us every Wednesday morning on 
Zoom at 10:30am for Amos. 

Women’s Bible Study, Please join us on Tuesdays at 10:00 am in the Choir Room.  

We have all read the stories and heard the lessons in church, but what if we could 
stand in those very spots today?  In October 2024 Pastor and Linda will be leading 
a tour to "Walk in the Footsteps of Paul". Experience with them the Bible coming 
to life as we follow in the footsteps of the Apostle Paul and walk through the Bible 
lands ourselves.  This 10 day tour will take us to many of the places Paul visited 
and which we have heard about:  Thessaloniki (Thessalonians), Philippi 
(Philippians), Ephesus (Ephesians), Corinth (Corinthians), Crete (where Paul left 
Titus to serve as pastor), and Athens. We will also visit the island of Patmos where 
the Apostle John experienced the Revelation and more.  In the midst of the trip 
we will board a ship for a three day Mediterranean cruise.  

Talk to Pastor Steve for an itinerary, pricing, more information or if you have any 
questions. 

Upcoming Blood Drive dates are scheduled for April 11th, & May 9th.  We will 
need volunteers. If you are interested in volunteering email Pam Kunz at 
Kunzpd3@outlook.com. To sign up to donate blood go to redcrossblood.org and 
use code LOLC.  
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LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We are Built for a Purpose 

 

Built Through Word and Sacrament – 
…believing in and making faithful and frequent use of the Bible, 
Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper as the means by which God gives and 
sustains faith and empowers and strengthens us for Christian living. 
 

Built Through Ongoing Learning – 
…providing quality, Bible based instruction to foster greater 
understanding of God’s Word and to better equip members for their 
discipleship. 
 

Built For Service – 
…reaching out to others by word and deed to join in the sharing of 
God’s blessings and grace, which is free to all believers. 
 

Built For Discipleship – 
…utilizing fully our time, talents, and resources to serve and love the 
Lord, furthering our commission of discipleship. 
 

Built For Fellowship – 
…caring for and sharing with our church family; fostering greater love, 
understanding, and concern for the physical and spiritual well-being of 
all brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ. 
 

The window behind the altar is our EASTER SUNRISE WINDOW. 
The cross hanging in front of the window is an empty cross, reminding us 
that Jesus rose from the dead and is alive now to be with us here and 
always.  Every Sunday is a celebration of Easter. The symbol on the front 
of the ALTAR is a combination of two Greek letters: the “chi,” which looks 
like our English “x,” and the “rho,” which looks like our “p.” In the Greek, 
these letters are the first two of “Christ.” Combined as they are, they 
suggest the cross. Superimposed on the cross is a heart, the reminder that 
God’s love for us is the reason Jesus died on the cross. God’s love for us 
empowers us to share his love with others. 

 


