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In Preparation of Holy Communion

The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession that, as He says, our
Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to
drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.
Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any
refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us.

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f, 10:32f, 18:15-35, 26:26-29, 1 Cor. 11:17-34

We welcome to the Lord’s Supper all Christians who are baptized, who have communed in
a Christian church, and who share our understanding that, along with the bread and wine, we
receive the very body and blood of our living Lord Jesus—for the strengthening of our faith and
witness.

The glasses in the very center of each tray contain non-alcoholic wine for the use of those
receiving communion who are unable to drink alcohol. Communicants may choose to receive
the wine in an individual cup, from the Chalice (the Common Cup) or by immersing the wafer in
the Chalice (also called intinction). It is very helpful to keep your empty glass visible so Pastor
can see if you desire the Common Cup.

Children who do not commune are invited to come to the rail for a blessing.

If you need communion brought to your seat, please let an usher know.

Before Communing

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation | come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body
and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the
salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your Holy Spirit that | may be ever watchful and live
a true and godly life in Your service; through Jesus Christ, my Lord Amen

Elder of the Month: Don Menke
Scripture Reader: Jaye McCrea
Communion Assistant: Kent Matson
Coffee Fellowship: Mike & Reda Joost
Sunday Counters: Walter Krause
Greeter: Evelyn Crockett & Jackie Birtcher
Ushers: Jaye McCrea & Ed Blosser




Pre-Service Music: This is time to turn our hearts & minds toward God in preparation of
worship.

Instrumental Prelude
Choir Anthem
Welcome

Dr. Lev Ryabinin
Dr. Youngmi Kim

(You are invited to wish those around you God'’s peace.)

Congregational Hymn # 686 Come,

Thou Fount of Every Blessing
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sing Thy grace; Streams of mer - cy, nev - er ceas - ing,
help I’'ve come; And I hope, by Thy good plea - sure,
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love - 1ly face; Clothed then in the blood - washed lin - en,
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strang - er, Wan - d’ring from the fold of God; He, to
feel it;  Prone to leave the God 1 love. Here’s my
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ev - er to a-dore Thee; May I still Thy good-ness prove.
res - cue me from dan - ger, In - ter-posed His pre - cious blood.
heart, O take and seal it, Seal it for Thy courts a - bove.

an - gels soon to
Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-90, alt.
Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg

Text and tune: Public domain
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Me to realms of end - less day.



Invocation

P:
C:

In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution

P:
C:

C:

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Kyrie

P:
: Lord, have mercy.

: For peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

: Lord, have mercy.

: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.

God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

: Lord, have mercy.
: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise

let us pray to the Lord.

: Lord, have mercy.
: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. C: Amen.



This Is the Feast is not sung during lent.

Prayer of the Day

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.
P: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every
morning; and though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as
Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that
we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all
Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

The First Lesson: Isaiah 12: 1-6
R: You will say in that day: “I will give thanks to you, O LORD,
for though you were angry with me, your anger turned away, that you

might comfort me.?“Behold, God is my salvation; | will trust, and will not
be afraid; for the LORD GoD is my strength and my song, and he has
become my salvation.”

3With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. *And you will
say in that day: “Give thanks to the LoORD, call upon his name,

make known his deeds among the peoples, proclaim that his name is
exalted.

>“Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; let this be made
known in all the earth.

®Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, for great in your midst is
the Holy One of Israel.”

R: This is the word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God



The Epistle Lesson: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
R:*From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh.
Even though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard
him thus no longer. YTherefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 8All this
is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the
ministry of reconciliation; °that is, in Christ God was reconciling the
world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and
entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 2°Therefore, we are
ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore
you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. ?!For our sake he made
him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.

R: This is the word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Verse for Lent
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Holy Gospel: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
R: The Holy Gospel according to Luke chapter 15
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

R: INow the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear
[Jesus]. 2And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man
receives sinners and eats with them.”

3S0 he told them this parable: . ..

“There was a man who had two sons. ?And the younger of them said
to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to
me.” And he divided his property between them. 3 Not many days later,
the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far
country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living. **And
when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country,
and he began to be in need. >So he went and hired himself out to one of
the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs.
18And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no
one gave him anything.

17“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s
hired servants have more than enough bread, but | perish here with
hunger! 8 will arise and go to my father, and | will say to him, “Father, |
have sinned against heaven and before you. *°l am no longer worthy to
be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.”” 2°And he
arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his
father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and
kissed him. ?!And the son said to him, ‘Father, | have sinned against
heaven and before you. | am no longer worthy to be called your son.’



22But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put
it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 22And bring
the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. ?*For this my
son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.” And they
began to celebrate.

2>“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near
to the house, he heard music and dancing. 2°And he called one of the
servants and asked what these things meant. 2’And he said to him, ‘Your
brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because
he has received him back safe and sound.” 2But he was angry and
refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, 2°but he
answered his father, ‘Look, these many years | have served you, and |
never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat,
that | might celebrate with my friends. 3°But when this son of yours
came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the
fattened calf for him!” 3'And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with
me, and all that is mine is yours. 3?It was fitting to celebrate and be glad,
for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.””

R: This is the word of the Lord
C: Praise to You, O Christ.



Sermon Hymn # 571

“God Loved the World So That He Gave”
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2 Christ Je - sus is the ground of faith, Who was made
3 God would not have the sin - ner die; His Son with
4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son For - gives all
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Him be - lieve Should ev - er - last - ing life re - ceive.
Him a - lone Are built on  this chief cor - ner -stone.

Word de -clares How we in Christ are heav - en’s heirs.
Je - sus’ blood, Your Bap-tism grants the high - est good.

5 If you are sick, if death is near,
This truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death;
That is the firmest ground of faith.

/N6 Glory to God the Father, Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To You, O blessed Trinity,
Be praise now and eternally!

Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens-Opffer, c. 1778, Stettin; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-93
Text and tune: Public domain



The Message Pastor Steve Hayden

Nicene Creed
C: | believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and

earth and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God
of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the
Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified
also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose
kingdom will have no end.
And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, |
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Offering
To Our Guests: We do not charge for any of our services. All our services,

programs, and expenses are freely supported by the gifts and offerings
of our members. As our guests, you have not been invited for what you
can give, but for what God can give you. The Offering is collected at the
door when you enter.

Prayer of the Church

* (After the pastor ends each petition with, “Lord in Your Mercy, the
congregation responds with, “Hear our prayer.”)




Lord's Prayer

P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion

Preface

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the
grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:



Sanctus
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
The Words of Our Lord

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this
cup is the New Testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.”

Pax Domini

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.



Agnus Dei
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, Q) Lord, we  pray.



The Distribution

Communion Hymn # 420

“Christ, the Life of All the Living”

-+ . .

! ] |

§ - = —F

1 Christ, the life of all the liv - ing, Christ, the death of

2 Thou, ah! Thou, hast tak - en on Thee Bonds and stripes, a

3 Thou hast borne the smit-ing on - ly That my wounds might

4 Heart -less scof - fers did sur-round Thee, Treat - ing Thee  with

7 Then, for all thatwrought my par-don, For Thy sor - rows
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cru - el rod; Pain and scorn were heaped up - on  Thee,
all be whole; Thou hast suf - fered, sad and lone - ly,
shame-ful scorn And with pierc - ing thorns they crowned Thee.
deep and sore, For Thine an - guish in the Gar - den,
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To the dark - est depths of woe:  Through Thy suf - f’rings,
O Thou sin - less Son of God! Thus didst Thou my
Rest to give my wea - ry soul;  Yea, the curse of
All  dis - grace Thou, Lord, hast borne, That as Thine Thou
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soul de - liv - er From the bonds of sin for - ev - er
God en - dur - ing, Bless-ing un - to me se - cur - ing.
might -est own me And with heav’'n - ly glo - ry crown me.
groan - ing, sigh - ing, For Thy bleed - ing and Thy dy - ing,
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Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanksshall be, Dear-est Je - sus, un-to Thee.

For that last tri - um-phantcry,

And shall praise Thee, Lord,on high.

Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605-81; (sts. 1-2, 7): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.; (sts. 3—4): tr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-Book, 1912, St. Louis
Tune: Das grosse Cantional, 1687, Darmstadt
Text and tune: Public domain




Post-Communion Collect
P: Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. C: Amen
Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
C: Amen.

Congregational Hymn # 921
“On What Has Now Been Sown”
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2 To Thee our wants are known, From Thee are all our pow’rs;
3 O grant that each of us, Now met be - fore Thee here,
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The pow’r is Thine a - lone To  make it sprout and grow. Do Thou
Ac - cept what is Thine own And par-don what 1is ours. Our prais -
May meet to-geth - er thus When Thou and Thine ap - pear And fol -
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in grace the har - vest raise, And Thou a - lone shalt have the praise!

es, Lord, and prayers re - ceive, And to Thy Word a bless-ing give.

low Thee to heav’'n, our home. E’en so, a - men, Lord Je - sus, come!
Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.

Tune: John Darwall, 1731-89
Text and tune: Public domain



Announcements

The Dismissal

P: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!

+ Post-service Music +
GOD’S BLESSINGS to all those celebrating birthdays this week:
e Mar 30 Barney Ross

and Anniversaries
o None for this week

Best wishes!
WEEKLY CALENDAR

Monday Quilt of Valor Bee 10:00 am
Tuesday Quilt Guild 9:00 am
Tuesday Women’s Bible study 10:00 am
Wednesday Quilt Guild Class 9:00 am
Wednesday Zoom Bible study 10:30 am
Wednesday Lent soup/service 6:00/7:00 pm
Saturday Episcopal service 5pm
Sunday Choir / Bible Class 9am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am

Sunday Elders Meeting after service



Sunday Morning Bible

A psalm is a song or poem distinguished by its devotional character and
deep piety. It is the faith of the Old Testament set to music, a poem
springing from an encounter with God. It is worship literature.

Christ loved the psalms. Raised as a Jewish boy, He was nourished on the
psalms of His people. The psalms were read and sung in His home. He
heard them in the synagogue. Later, at His Baptism, His vocation as
Messiah was affirmed with Ps. 2:7, "You are My Son." In the night in which
He was betrayed, after Jesus instituted the Last Supper, He and the eleven
sang a hymn before going to the Mount of Olives (Matt. 26:30). On the
cross, when His agony was greatest, Jesus used the words of David (Ps.
22:1) to express the horror of forsakenness. On Easter evening, when
Jesus startled the eleven by His sudden appearance, He declared that
everything written about Him in the psalms must be fulfilled (Luke 24:44).

Most people who know anything about the Bible know a few “literary
gems” from the Psalms. But if you are not satisfied with a few oft-quoted
verses, then come to a full banquet. You are invited to sit down at the
table and enjoy the spiritual food found in the Psalms. Real people, who
had real problems and joys, wrote the Psalms. Just as God spoke to the
writers of the Psalms, so He speaks to you today. Join us every Sunday
morning in the church or livestreamed at 9 am for our Bible study on the
Book of Psalms — Conversations with God.




Wednesday morning Zoom class

Letters make up about one-third of the New Testament. They are
important because they contain teachings of the apostles and their
associates. The New Testament letters combine information about God
and the Christian faith with instruction on life and behavior.

“Jesus Christ Lord!” These three words boldly confess the person and
work of God’s only Son. In fact, they could be used to summarize all
Christian doctrine and certainly are a summary of Paul’s message to the
Colossians and to Philemon.

Join us every Wednesday morning on Zoom at 10:30am for Paul’s Letter
to the Colossians.

We are meeting beginning Wednesday, March 26, 2025.

“The Women’s Bible Study with Discerning the Voice of God by Priscilla
Shirer. This weekly study will help us discover the root to clear and daily
communication with God—humble obedience. Learn how surrender
unlocks His many blessings intended for us, centers us in His will, and
helps us discern His voice in everyday life. Please join us on Tuesdays at
10:00 am in the Choir Room.”

The choir meets for rehearsal every Sunday at 9 am in the choir room.




Please remember to sign up to serve Lent Meals:

Upcoming Lenten Wednesday Services
April 2, 2025, 6pm soup 7pm service
April 9, 2025, 12pm soup 1pm service

Lake Oconee Lutheran Church is thankful for all who donate flowers for
our Sunday morning worship. If you would like to give flowers, please
remember the following points:

*If you would like the flowers to be listed in the bulletin, please include all
the information that you want on the signup sheet: flowers given in
memory of..., flowers given in honor of...etc. The signup sheet is located
on the blue table in the entry.

*We would ask that you specifically request or include no lilies in the
arrangements. We have a church member who is deathly allergic to lilies
and cannot remain in the church if they are present.

Thank you for your help.



EASTER BRUNCH
Please join us 4/20/25 for Easter Brunch after service.
There is a pink signup sheet on the blue table in the Narthex.

+

American
Red Cross

Upcoming Blood Drive dates are scheduled for Apr 10" and May 8. We
will need volunteers. If you are interested in volunteering email Pam Kunz
at Kunzpd3@outlook.com. To sign up to donate blood go to
redcrossblood.org and use code LOLC.

Just a Reminder

Lake Oconee Lutheran is able to receive gifts by credit card/debit card now. You
will find the terminal in the entryway on the shelving near the kitchen. Please be
aware that there is a charge to the church for each gift received in this way. If you
include your name on the form (screen) when it asks, the gift will show up on your
church statement, but we are unable to do that if you do not input your name. You
may also request a receipt sent to you if desired.


mailto:Kunzpd3@outlook.com

Volunteers needed for:

¢ Altar Care there is a signup sheet in the narthex on the front table.

¢ Sunday service camera operator. We will provide training on how to manage
it. signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table, or you can call/email
the church office.

+* Ushers’ signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table, or you can
call/email the church office.

¢ Coffee Fellowship signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table.

+* Little Free Pantry signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table.

+¢ Scripture readers You can contact the office for Marsha to put you on the
email list.

+» Communion assistants you can contact the office for Marsha to put you on the
email list.

+* Sunday School teachers, 2 teachers per Sunday to rotate, sign-ups are on the
blue table.

*» Greeters, there is a signup sheet in the narthex on the front table.



LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH
We are Built for a Purpose
Built Through Word and Sacrament —
...believing in and making faithful and frequent use of the Bible,
Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper as the means by which God gives and
sustains faith and empowers and strengthens us for Christian living.

Built Through Ongoing Learning —

...providing quality, Bible based instruction to foster greater
understanding of God’s Word and to better equip members for their
discipleship.

Built For Service —
...reaching out to others by word and deed to join in the sharing of
God’s blessings and grace, which is free to all believers.

Built For Discipleship —
...utilizing fully our time, talents, and resources to serve and love the
Lord, furthering our commission of discipleship.

Built For Fellowship —

...caring for and sharing with our church family; fostering greater love,
understanding, and concern for the physical and spiritual well-being of
all brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ.

The window behind the altar is our EASTER SUNRISE WINDOW.

The cross hanging in front of the window is an empty cross, reminding us
that Jesus rose from the dead and is alive now to be with us here and
always. Every Sunday is a celebration of Easter. The symbol on the front
of the ALTAR is a combination of two Greek letters: the “chi,” which looks
like our English “x,” and the “rho,” which looks like our “p.” In the Greek,
these letters are the first two of “Christ.” Combined as they are, they
suggest the cross. Superimposed on the cross is a heart, the reminder that
God'’s love for us is the reason Jesus died on the cross. God’s love for us
empowers us to share his love with others.




