April 13, 2025

LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Palm Sunday

God writes His Word on our Lives, building us into a Family engaged
in Spirit-filled Service.
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Elder of the Month: Pam Kunz
Scripture reader: Sandy Mathson
Coffee & Fellowship: Pam Kunz
Greeter(s): Jaye & Cindy McCrea
Sunday Counter(s): Sandy Mathson & Cindy or Charlie Helms




Pre-Service Music: This is time to turn our hearts & minds toward God in preparation of

worship.
Instrumental Prelude Dr. Lev Ryabinin
Choir Anthem Dr. Youngmi Kim
Welcome
Invocation

Confession and Absolution
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

-

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.



Sermon Hymn # 443

“Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”
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I Ho - san-na, loud ho - san - na, The Ilit - tle chil-dren sang;
2 From Ol -1 - vet they fol - lowed Mid an ex - ul - tant crowd,
3 “Ho-san-na in the high-est!” That an-cient song we sing;
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Through pil - lared court and tem - ple The love - ly an - them rang.
The vic - tor palm branch wav - ing And chant-ing clear and loud.
For  Christ 1s our Re - deem-er, The Lord of heav’'n our King.
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To Je - sus, who had blessed them, Close fold - ed to His breast,

The Lord of earth and heav - en Rode on in low-ly state
Oh, may we ev - er praise Him With heart and life and voice
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The chil - dren sang their prais - es, The sim-plest and the best.

Nor scorned that lit - tle chil - dren Should on His bid-ding wait.

And in His bliss-ful pres-ence E - ter - nal - ly re-joice!
Text: Jeannette Threlfall, 1821-80, alt.
Tune: Gesangbuch der Herzogl. Hofkapelle, 1784, WiirttembergText and tune: Public domain

Prayer of the Day

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also, with you.
P: Collect of the Day
Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus
Christ, to take upon Himself our flesh and to suffer death upon the
cross. Mercifully grant that we may follow the example of His great
humility and patience and be made partakers of His resurrection;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.



The First Lesson: Deuteronomy 32:36-39

3¢ The LorDp will vindicate his people and have compassion on his
servants, when he sees that their power is gone and there is none
remaining, bond or free.

3’Then he will say, “Where are their gods, the rock in which they
took refuge, 3who ate the fat of their sacrifices and drank the wine
of their drink offering? Let them rise up and help you; let them be
your protection!

3%9“See now that |, even I, am he, and there is no god beside me;
| kill and | make alive; | wound and | heal; and there is none that can
deliver out of my hand.”

R: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

The Epistle Lesson Philippians 2:5-11

>Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, ®who,
though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a
thing to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the form of a
servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8And being found in human
form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death,
even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and
bestowed on him the name that is above every name, °so that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, !and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

R: This is the Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God



Verse for Lent
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stead-fast love, and a - bound - ing in stead - fast love.

Holy Gospel: John 12:12-19
R: The Holy Gospel according to John 12
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

12The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that
Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 13So they took branches of palm trees
and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” *And Jesus
found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written, >“Fear not,
daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey’s
colt!”

1%His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus
was glorified, then they remembered that these things had been written
about him and had been done to him. ’The crowd that had been with
him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the
dead continued to bear witness. ¥The reason why the crowd went to
meet him was that they heard he had done this sign. °So the Pharisees
said to one another, “You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the
world has gone after him.”

R: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to You, O Christ.



Sermon Hymn # 442

“All Glory, Laud, and Honor’
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All glo-ry, laud, and hon - or To You, Re-deem-er, King,
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I You are the King of Is - rael And Da-vid’s roy - al Son,
2 The com-pa - ny  of an - gels Is prais-ing You on high,
3 The mul-ti - tude of  pil-grims With palms be - fore You went;
4 To You be-fore Your pas-sion They sang their hymns of praise;
5 As You re-ceived their prais-es, Ac - cept the prayers we bring,
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Now in the Lord’s name com - ing, Our King and Bless-ed One.
And we with all cre - a - tion In cho-rus make re - ply.

Our praise and prayer and an - thems Be - fore You we pre - sent.
To You, now high ex - alt - ed, Our mel - o - dy we raise.
O Source of ev - ’ry bless - ing, Our good and gra-cious King.

Text: Theodulf of Orléans, c. 762-821; tr. John Mason Neale, 181866, alt.
Tune: Melchior Teschner, 1584-1635, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain



The Message Pastor Steven Hayden

Apostles’ Creed

C: 1 believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence
He will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering
To Our Guests: We do not charge for any of our services. All our services,
programs, and expenses are freely supported by the gifts and offerings of our
members. As our guests, you have not been invited for what you can give, but for
what God can give you. The Offering is collected at the door when you

enter.

Prayer of the Church

* Prayer of The Church
(After the pastor ends each petition with, “Lord in Your Mercy, the
congregation responds with, “Hear our prayer.”)

The Lord's Prayer

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.



Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord makes His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord looks upon you with favor and gives you peace.

C: Amen.

Congregational Hymn # 837

“Lift High the Cross”
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1 Come, Chris-tians, fol - low where our Cap -tain  trod,
2 Led on their way by this tri - um - phant  sign,
3 All new - born sol - diers of the Cru - ci - fied
4 0 Lord, once Ilift - ed on the glo-rious ftree,
6 So shall our song of tri - umph ev - er be:
A Refrain
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Our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
The hosts  of God in con - qu’ring ranks com-bine.
Bear on their brows the seal of Him who died.
As Thou  hast prom - ised, draw us all to Thee.
Praise to the Cru - c1 - fied for vic - to - ry!
Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956, alt.
Tune: Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947
Text and tune: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110019841
Announcements

The Dismissal
P: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God



+ Post-service Music +

GOD’S BLESSINGS to all those celebrating
Birthdays this week:

e Aprl5 Sharon Ross
e Aprl7 Cindy Plummer

and Anniversaries:
None for this week

Best wishes!
WEEKLY CALENDAR

Tuesday Women’s Bible class 10:00 am
Wednesday = Zoom Bible class 10:30 am
Thursday Maundy service 7:00 pm
Friday Good Friday Worship 7:00 pm
Saturday Episcopal Worship 5:00 pm
Sunday Choir / Bible Class 9 am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am

Sunday Easter Brunch after service



Sunday Morning Bible

A psalm is a song or poem distinguished by its devotional character and
deep piety. It is the faith of the Old Testament set to music, a poem
springing from an encounter with God. It is worship literature.

Christ loved the psalms. Raised as a Jewish boy, He was nourished on the
psalms of His people. The psalms were read and sung in His home. He
heard them in the synagogue. Later, at His Baptism, His vocation as
Messiah was affirmed with Ps. 2:7, "You are My Son." In the night in
which He was betrayed, after Jesus instituted the Last Supper, He and the
eleven sang a hymn before going to the Mount of Olives (Matt. 26:30).
On the cross, when His agony was greatest, Jesus used the words of
David (Ps. 22:1) to express the horror of forsakenness. On Easter evening,
when Jesus startled the eleven by His sudden appearance, He declared
that everything written about Him in the psalms must be fulfilled (Luke
24:44).

Most people who know anything about the Bible know a few “literary
gems” from the Psalms. But if you are not satisfied with a few oft-quoted
verses, then come to a full banquet. You are invited to sit down at the
table and enjoy the spiritual food found in the Psalms. Real people, who
had real problems and joys, wrote the Psalms. Just as God spoke to the
writers of the Psalms, so He speaks to you today. Join us every Sunday
morning in the church or livestreamed at 9 am for our Bible study on the
Book of Psalms — Conversations with God.




Wednesday morning Zoom class

Letters make up about one-third of the New Testament. They are
important because they contain teachings of the apostles and their
associates. The New Testament letters combine information about God
and the Christian faith with instruction on life and behavior.

“Jesus Christ Lord!” These three words boldly confess the person and
work of God’s only Son. In fact, they could be used to summarize all
Christian doctrine and certainly are a summary of Paul’s message to the
Colossians and to Philemon.

Join us every Wednesday morning on Zoom at 10:30am for Paul’s Letter

to the Colossians.

“The Women’s Bible Study with Discerning the Voice of God by Priscilla
Shirer. This weekly study will help us discover the root to clear and daily
communication with God—humble obedience. Learn how surrender
unlocks His many blessings intended for us, centers us in His will, and
helps us discern His voice in everyday life. Please join us on Tuesdays at
10:00 am in the Choir Room.”

The choir meets for rehearsal every Sunday at 9 am in the choir room.




Free Piano Lake Oconee Lutheran has a piano in the conference room
that we need gone. If you would like a free piano, or know someone
who would like one, please let Pastor know. The piano will only be
available for about a month.

Special Voter’s Meeting: Lake Oconee will hold a special voter’s
meeting on Sunday, April 27" following our morning worship

service. This meeting will be an informational meeting regarding the
plans and progress of the Milledgeville project. There will be no vote
taken, but please plan to come to listen, ask questions and find out what
God is doing in our area.

Open House. On Sunday, May 4 from 1-3pm You are invited to an Open
House on the campus of the former Hope Lutheran Church in
Milledgeville. This is the property that Lake Oconee Lutheran now owns
and which will be the Lutheran Center for Hope. This open house will
allow you to see the property before the renovations begin. The
address is:

214 GA Hwy 49W
Milledgeville, GA. 31061

This location is not downtown Milledgeville but is very near the Baldwin
County High School. We would suggest using GPS or you may speak with
Pastor or Dr. Ringer if you need more specific directions.



Lake Oconee Lutheran Church is thankful for all who donate flowers for
our Sunday morning worship. If you would like to give flowers, please
remember the following points:

*If you would like the flowers to be listed in the bulletin, please include
all the information that you want on the signup sheet: flowers given in
memory of..., flowers given in honor of...etc. The sighup sheet is located
on the blue table in the entry.

*We would ask that you specifically request or include no lilies in the
arrangements. We have a church member who is deathly allergic to
lilies and cannot remain in the church if they are present.

Thank you for your help.

EASTER BRUNCH
Please join us 4/20/25 for Easter Brunch after service.
There is a pink signup sheet on the blue table in the Narthex.



Please sign up for your choice of either Easter Lilies or Tulips to
be displayed in memory of......

at our 4/20/25 service. You can take them home after the service.

The signup deadline is 4-13-25!

SANDWICH MINISTRY OF STONE MOUNTAIN ROCK OF AGES Lutheran
Church is a suburban church serving an urban community. Lake Oconee
Lutheran Church is helping them again on May 18th by posting a signup
sheet asking each person who signs up to bring sandwiches to church by
May 18th, and the sandwiches will be delivered to Rock of Ages following
the church service. Each sandwich will contain one slice of cheese and
one slice of meat (turkey, ham, bologna or roast beef). Do not put any
condiments on the bread because sandwiches are served for up to 6
days. Pack each individual sandwich in a sealed plastic bag. Write the
type of meat on each bag. Place small bags in a larger bag and write the
prep date on the larger bag. The more volunteers, the fewer sandwiches
each person will have to make. One loaf of square sandwich bread will
make 10 sandwiches. We are in need of more coolers and a volunteer to
ride along on May 18th. Any questions, please contact Kathie Kueven.

4

American
Red Cross

Upcoming Blood Drive dates are scheduled for May 8*" and June 5.
We will need volunteers. If you are interested in volunteering email Pam
Kunz at Kunzpd3@outlook.com. To sign up to donate blood go to
redcrossblood.org and use code LOLC.



mailto:Kunzpd3@outlook.com

Just a reminder

Lake Oconee Lutheran can receive gifts by credit card/debit card now. You will
find the terminal in the entryway on the shelving near the kitchen. Please be
aware that there is a charge to the church for each gift received in this way. (If you
include your name on the form (screen) when it asks, the gift will show up on
your church statement, but we are unable to do that if you do not input your
name). You may also request a receipt sent to you if desired.

Volunteers are needed for:

¢ Altar Care, there is a signup sheet in the narthex on the front table.

+* Sunday service camera operator. We will provide training on how to manage
it. sighup sheets are in the narthex on the front table, or you can call/email
the church office.

¢ Ushers, there is a signup sheet in the narthex on the front table, or you can
call/email the church office.

¢ Coffee Fellowship, there is a sighup sheet in the narthex on the front table.

+¢ Little Free Pantry, there is a signup sheet in the narthex on the front table.

+¢ Scripture readers, you can contact the office for Marsha to put you on the
email list.

s Communion assistants, you can contact the office for Marsha to put you on
the email list.

¢ Sunday School teachers, 2 teachers per Sunday to rotate, sign-ups are on the
blue table.

¢ Greeters, there is a signup sheet in the narthex on the front table.



LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH
We are Built for a Purpose

Built Through Word and Sacrament -

...believing in and making faithful and frequent use of the Bible,
Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper as the means by which God gives and
sustains faith and empowers and strengthens us for Christian living.

Built Through Ongoing Learning —

...providing quality, Bible based instruction to foster greater
understanding of God’s Word and to better equip members for their
discipleship.

Built For Service —
...reaching out to others by word and deed to join in the sharing of
God’s blessings and grace, which is free to all believers.

Built For Discipleship —
...utilizing fully our time, talents, and resources to serve and love the
Lord, furthering our commission of discipleship.

Built For Fellowship —

...caring for and sharing with our church family; fostering greater love,
understanding, and concern for the physical and spiritual well-being of
all brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ.

The window behind the altar is our EASTER SUNRISE WINDOW.

The cross hanging in front of the window is an empty cross, reminding us
that Jesus rose from the dead and is alive now to be with us here and
always. Every Sunday is a celebration of Easter. The symbol on the front
of the ALTAR is a combination of two Greek letters: the “chi,” which looks
like our English “x,” and the “rho,” which looks like our “p.” In the Greek,
these letters are the first two of “Christ.” Combined as they are, they
suggest the cross. Superimposed on the cross is a heart, the reminder that
God’s love for us is the reason Jesus died on the cross. God’s love for us
empowers us to share his love with others.




