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LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Fourth Sunday of Easter
A Stephen Ministry Congregation

God writes His Word on our Lives, building us into a Family engaged
in Spirit-filled Service.

1089 Lake Oconee Parkway
Eatonton, GA 31024

Church Office: 706-485-4600
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Office email: officelolc@gmail.com

LAKE OCONEE Pastor Steven Hayden

LUTHERAN CHURCH
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Pastor’s email: revshayden@gmail.com

Aids for hearing, children’s activity bulletins, and large print bulletins are
available from the ushers
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WE OFFER NURSERY & CHILDCARE
If you need childcare, please see one of the ushers
and we will happily accommodate you.

Elder of the Month: Don Menke
Scripture reader: Kathie Kueven




Pre-Service Music: This is time to turn our hearts & minds toward God in preparation of
worship.

Instrumental Prelude Lev Ryabinin
Welcome

Please Stand

(You are invited to wish those around you God’s peace. Please remain standing for the
invocation.)

Invocation

Confession and Absolution
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

-

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
Please be seated



Congregational Hymn #900

“Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love”
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1 Je - sus! Name of won-drous love, Name all
2 Je - sus! Name de - creed of old, To the
3 Je - sus! Name of price-less worth To  the
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Un - to which must ev-'ry knee Bow in deep hu-mil -1 - ty.
Kneel-ing in  her low-ly cell, By the an-gel Ga-bri- el
For the prom - ise that it gave, “Je - sus shall His peo-ple save.”
When the cup of hu-man woe First He tast - ed here be - low.
5 Jesus! Only name that’s giv'n
Under all the mighty heav’'n
Whereby those to sin enslaved
Burst their fetters and are saved.
6 Jesus! Name of wondrous love,

Human name of God above;
Pleading only this, we flee
Helpless, O our God, to Thee.
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Prayer of the Day

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death
the Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we
hear the voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each by
name and follow where He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one

God, now and forever.
C: Amen.




The First Lesson: Acts 4:1-12

R:! As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of
the temple and the Sadducees came upon them, ?greatly annoyed
because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the
resurrection from the dead. 3And they arrested them and put them in
custody until the next day, for it was already evening. “But many of
those who had heard the word believed, and the number of the men
came to about five thousand. >On the next day their rulers and elders
and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, ®with Annas the high priest
and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-
priestly family. ’/And when they had set them in the midst, they
inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8Then
Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people
and elders, %if we are being examined today concerning a good deed
done to a crippled man, by what means this man has been healed, 1°let
it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God
raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before you well.
1This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which
has become the cornerstone. *?And there is salvation in no one else,
for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which
we must be saved.”

R: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

The Epistle Lesson: 1 John 3:16-24

R: 1By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought
to lay down our lives for the brothers. YBut if anyone has the world’s
goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him,
how does God’s love abide in him? 8Little children, let us not love in
word or talk but in deed and in truth. *By this we shall know that we
are of the truth and reassure our heart before him; 2°for whenever our



heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he knows
everything. 2!Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have
confidence before God; 22and whatever we ask we receive from him,
because we keep his commandments and do what pleases him. 2And
this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus
Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 2*Whoever
keeps his commandments abides in him, and he in them. And by this
we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given us.

R: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Please Stand
Common Alleluia and Verse
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Holy Gospel: John 10:11-18
R: The Holy Gospel according to John chapter 10

C: Glory to You, O Lord.

R: 1 am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep. ?He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own
the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and
the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 3He flees because he is a
hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14l am the good shepherd. |
know my own and my own know me, °just as the Father knows me and
| know the Father; and | lay down my life for the sheep. °*And | have



other sheep that are not of this fold. | must bring them also, and they
will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. YFor
this reason the Father loves me, because | lay down my life that | may
take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own
accord. | have authority to lay it down, and | have authority to take it up
again. This charge | have received from my Father.”

R: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

Please be seated
Sermon Hymn # 709 v 1-2, 5-6

“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”
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I am His And He 1S mine for - ev - er.
pas - tures grow, With food ce - les - tial feed - eth.
5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;

Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, oh, what transport of delight
From Thy pure chalice floweth!

6 And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may | sing Thy praise
Within Thy house forever!



The Message Pastor Steve Hayden

Please Stand
Apostles’ Creed

C: 1 believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence
He will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering
To Our Guests: We do not charge for any of our services. All our services,
programs, and expenses are freely supported by the gifts and offerings of our
members. As our guests, you have not been invited for what you can give, but for
what God can give you. The Offering is collected at the doors either as you enter
or as you exit.

Prayer of the Church

* Prayer of The Church
(After the pastor ends each petition with, “Lord in Your Mercy, the
congregation responds with, “Hear our prayer.”)

The Lord's Prayer

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.



Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.

Please be seated

Congregational Hymn #710

“The Lord’s My Shepherd, I'll Not Want”

4 | .
frs— = o = I I i
o e !
1 The Lord’s my shep-herd, TlI not want; He  makes me
2 My soul He doth re - store a - gain And me to
3 Yea, though I walk in death’s dark wvale, Yet will I
4 My ta - ble Thou hast fur - nish - ed In pres - ence
5 Good-ness and mer - cy all my life  Shall sure - ly
4 | | .
& = : — e - z -
down to lie In pas - tures  green; He
walk doth  make With - in the paths of
fear no ill; For Thou art with me,
of my foes; My  head Thou dost with
fol - low me; And n God’s  house for -
4 i i |
= e
[y, S~ '
lead - eth me The qui - et wa - ters  by.
righ - teous - ness, E’en for His own name’s sake.
and Thy  rod And staff me com - fort o still
oil a - noint, And my cup o - ver - flows.
ev - er - more My  dwell - ing place shall be.
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Announcements

The Dismissal

Birthdays & Anniversaries

P: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord!

C: Thanks be to God!




+ Post-service Music +

GOD’S BLESSINGS to all those celebrating birthdays this week:

e April 25 Davis Mortensen
e April 27  Melanie Shultz
e Mayl Ann Mara Lipacis

and anniversaries
e No Anniversaries this week

Best wishes!

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Tuesday Women’s Bible Class No Bible Class
Wednesday ZOOM Bible Class No Bible Class
Saturday Episcopal Church worship 5pm
Sunday Bible Class (In Person) 9am
Sunday Children’s Sunday School 10 am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am
Sunday Elders Meeting After Worship

Sunday Morning Bible Class St. Paul’s letter to the Romans is the first epistle in the
New Testament because it is the longest, but it could also occupy that position
because of its importance. It has always played an important role in the church
because it summarizes so well the essential emphases of the apostle’s theology.
Throughout the letter Paul emphasizes that God’s mercy comes to undeserving
people who stand under the Law. In the Gospel of Jesus Christ, God freely gives
righteousness through faith alone, not on the basis of their own accomplishments.
This unconditional promise is the sole basis of people’s relationship with God.

Martin Luther wrote, “This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament,
and it is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every Christian should
know it word for word, by heart, but also that he should occupy himself with it
every day...we can never read it or ponder over it too much.” Join us on Sunday
mornings at 9 as we read the Letter to the Romans.



Wednesday Zoom Bible Class The religious leaders in Judea had questioned the
ministry of John the Baptist and worried about his influence. But after they heard
Jesus' teaching, they knew they were in for trouble. Jesus taught with great
boldness and challenged people's assumptions in simple language. Yet, many of
Jesus' sayings invite the deepest reflection because they expound the eternal
mysteries of the faith. The central purpose of the Gospel of John is stated by John
himself: "This is written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God, and that by believing you may have life in His name."(20:31) Join us on Zoom
every Wednesday at 10:30am as we read through the Gospel of John and see that
even now, Jesus--the Word made flesh--is working for your blessing (5:17) and
preparing an eternal home for you (14:1-3). No Bible Class this week.

Coffee and Fellowship will resume May 2.

Women’s Bible Study will resume meeting for a short period beginning May 4" at
10 am. More details will follow.

The Flowers on the Altar today to the Glory of God in honor of Davis Mortensen
for his birthday from his family.

WORSHIP UPDATE
Remember, we are now live streaming our Sunday Bible Class and Worship. This
means both services will be broadcast live as they happen on Sunday mornings at
9:00 am and 10:30 am on Facebook. Join us as we all come together in worship. If
you are unable to be online while they are live, do not worry. The recorded
services will remain available for you to watch later as well. You may find it on the
@lakeoconeelutheranchurch page on Facebook. God's blessings to each of you!



LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH
We are Built for a Purpose

Built Through Word and Sacrament -

...believing in and making faithful and frequent use of the Bible,
Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper as the means by which God gives and
sustains faith and empowers and strengthens us for Christian living.

Built Through Ongoing Learning —

...providing quality, Bible based instruction to foster greater
understanding of God’s Word and to better equip members for their
discipleship.

Built For Service —
...reaching out to others by word and deed to join in the sharing of
God’s blessings and grace, which is free to all believers.

Built For Discipleship —
...utilizing fully our time, talents, and resources to serve and love the
Lord, furthering our commission of discipleship.

Built For Fellowship —

...caring for and sharing with our church family; fostering greater love,
understanding, and concern for the physical and spiritual well-being of
all brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ.

The window behind the altar is our EASTER SUNRISE WINDOW.
The cross hanging in front of the window is an empty cross, reminding us
that Jesus rose from the dead and is alive now to be with us here and
always. Every Sunday is a celebration of Easter. The symbol on the front
of the ALTAR is a combination of two Greek letters: the “chi,” which looks
like our English “x,” and the “rho,” which looks like our “p.” In the Greek,
these letters are the first two of “Christ.” Combined as they are, they
suggest the cross. Superimposed on the cross is a heart, the reminder that
God'’s love for us is the reason Jesus died on the cross. God’s love for us

empowers us to share his love with others.




