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May 8, 2022 
 

LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

A Stephen Ministry Congregation 
 
 

God writes His Word on our Lives, building us into a Family engaged 
in Spirit-filled Service. 

 

1089 Lake Oconee Parkway  
Eatonton, GA 31024 
Church Office: 706-485-4600 
Sonya Plunkett Church Secretary 
www.lakeoconeelutheran.org 
Office email: officelolc@gmail.com 
 

Pastor Steven Hayden 
Pastor’s Cell: 515-360-5081 
Pastor’s email: revshayden@gmail.com 
 

Aids for hearing, children’s activity bulletins, and large print bulletins are 
available from the ushers   

http://www.lakeoconeelutheran.org/
mailto:revshayden@gmail.com


 

 
 

Elder of the Month: Ed Fritch 
Scripture reader: Kayleen Ringer 

Coffee & Fellowship: Kathy, Barbara, & Jerry 



Pre-Service Music: This is time to turn our hearts & minds toward God in preparation of 
worship. 

Instrumental Prelude        Lev Ryabinin 
Welcome 

Please Stand 
 

(You are invited to wish those around you God’s peace. Please remain standing for the 
invocation.) 

 

Invocation 
 

Confession and Absolution 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
Please be seated 

 
 



Congregational Hymn #812 

“Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs” 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

Prayer of the Day  

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death 

the Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we 
hear the voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who calls us each by 
name and follow where He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

The First Lesson:  Acts 20:17-35 

R: 17Now from Miletus [Paul] sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the 



church to come to him. 18And when they came to him, he said to 
them: “You yourselves know how I lived among you the whole time 
from the first day that I set foot in Asia, 19serving the Lord with all 
humility and with tears and with trials that happened to me through 
the plots of the Jews; 20how I did not shrink from declaring to you 
anything that was profitable, and teaching you in public and from 
house to house, 21testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance 
toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 22And now, behold, I 
am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not knowing what 
will happen to me there, 23except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in 
every city that imprisonment and afflictions await me. 24But I do not 
account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may 
finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, 
to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. 25And now, behold, I know 
that none of you among whom I have gone about proclaiming the 
kingdom will see my face again. 26Therefore I testify to you this day 
that I am innocent of the blood of all of you, 27for I did not shrink from 
declaring to you the whole counsel of God. 28Pay careful attention to 
yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his 
own blood. 29I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in 
among you, not sparing the flock; 30and from among your own selves 
will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples 
after them. 31Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I 
did not cease night or day to admonish everyone with tears. 32And 
now I commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able 
to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who 
are sanctified. 33I coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel. 34You 
yourselves know that these hands ministered to my necessities and to 
those who were with me. 35In all things I have shown you that by 
working hard in this way we must help the weak and remember the 
words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to 



give than to receive.’” 

R: This is the Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God 
 

The Epistle Lesson:  Revelation 7:9-17 

R: 9After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could 
number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, 
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white 
robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10and crying out with a loud 
voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the 
Lamb!” 11And all the angels were standing around the throne and 
around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their 
faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12saying, “Amen! Blessing 
and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and 
might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”13Then one of the elders 
addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and 
from where have they come?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he 
said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. 
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb. 15“Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve 
him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will 
shelter them with his presence. 16They shall hunger no more, neither 
thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. 
17For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and 
he will guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes.” 

R: This is the Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God 
Please Stand 
 
 
 



Common Alleluia and Verse 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel: John 10:22-30 

R: The Holy Gospel according to John chapter 10 

C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
R: 

19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being 
locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he 
had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, 
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending 
you.” 22And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of anyone, they 
are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.” 
24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them 
when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the 
Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the 
nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand 
into his side, I will never believe.” 26Eight days later, his disciples were 
inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were 
locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my 
hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not 
disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my 
God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen 
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 



30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, 
which are not written in this book; 31but these are written so that you 
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 
believing you may have life in his name. 

R: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
Please be seated 

 

Sermon Hymn # 709 v 1-2,4,6 

“The King of Love My Shepherd is” 

 

 

 
 

6 And so through all the length of days 
    Thy goodness faileth never; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 
    Within Thy house forever! 

 

Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Message Pastor Steve Hayden 

Please Stand 

Apostles' Creed  

C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence 
He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Offering 
To Our Guests: We do not charge for any of our services. All our services, 

programs, and expenses are freely supported by the gifts and offerings of our 

members. As our guests, you have not been invited for what you can give, but for 

what God can give you. The Offering is collected at the door when you 

enter. 

Prayer of the Church 

* Prayer of The Church 
(After the pastor ends each petition with, “Lord in Your Mercy, the 
congregation responds with, “Hear our prayer.”) 

The Lord's Prayer 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 



Benediction  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
Please be seated 

Congregational Hymn # 774 

“Feed Thy Children, God Most Holy” 

 

 

 

 

 
 

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010599. 

Public domain 

Announcements 
 

The Dismissal 

P: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God! 

+             Post-service Music            + 

 



GOD’S BLESSINGS to all those celebrating birthdays this week: 
• May 10  John Seglund 

• May 12  Dale Johnson 

• May 12  Terry Pedersen 

• May 14  Tom Saner 

• May 14  Leo Sauer 
 

and anniversaries 
• No Anniversaries this week! 

 
        Best wishes! 
 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

Today   Mother’s Day 
Tuesday  Women’s Bible Class    10am 
Wednesday ZOOM Bible Class     10: 30 am 
Thursday  Blood Drive      1pm 
Saturday  Fish Fry       5 pm 
Sunday  Bible Class (In Person)    9 am 
Sunday  Choir Rehearsal     9 am 
Sunday  Worship Service     10:30 am 

 

Sunday Bible Class The Book of Judges covers the time following the death of 
Joshua until the prophet Samuel, who anointed David king over Israel. Covering 
almost 450 years, Judges shows how God faithfully sought after His people even 
after they broke His covenant with them. God commanded Israel to drive out the 
Canaanites from the Promised Land. However, Israel disobeyed. Instead, Israel 
“did what was evil in the sight of the LORD and served the Baals” (Judges 2:11). In 
their disobedience, God’s beloved people forfeited many blessings and instead 
were visited by anarchy and chaos. Israel forgot God, but He never forgot them. He 
sought after them to restore His blessings to them. We call that grace. Our study of 
the Book of Judges will focus on God’s assuring words found in its pages, “I will 
never break My covenant with you” (Judges 2:1). That covenant is fulfilled, 
offered, and delivered in the new covenant through His Son, Jesus Christ. Join us 



on Sunday mornings at 9 am in the Church or live-streamed on Facebook 
for Judges. 

 

Wednesday Zoom Bible Class In the Letter to the Hebrews, God gives us hope and 
courage in our discipleship so that we “will not grow weary and lose heart.” He 
directs us to Jesus “who for the joy set before Him endured the cross” on our 
behalf. The Letter to the Hebrews is filled with all kinds of practical applications for 
Christian life today. But above all, it points us to the Fulfillment of Faith—Jesus 
Christ—the one who saves us and empowers us to live our new life. Join us 
Wednesday mornings at 10:30 am on Zoom for our Bible Class on Hebrews.  

Women’s Bible Study. The Women’s Bible Study will wrap up its Keep It Shut 

series with a luncheon at El Sito on Tuesday, May 10 at 11:30 am. They will 

reconvene starting Tuesday, June 14th at 10:00 am in the Choir Room. They will be 

reading and discussing a devotion each Tuesday for the remainder of the summer.  

Don’t forget to Volunteer. There are several Volunteer positions we are looking to 
and excited to fill. If you are interested in serving, please check out the table in the 
entryway to see all of the ways to serve.  

We have several blood drives scheduled for the next few months and need 

volunteers. If you are interested in volunteering email Pam Kunz at 

Kunzpd3@outlook.com. To sign up to donate blood got to redcrossblood.org and 

use code LOLC. The blood drive dates are as follows May 12th, and June 2nd Times 

will be from 1pm to 6pm.  

Save the date LOLC will be having a fish fry on May 14th from 5pm-7pm at the 

church.  

Volunteer Opportunity Greene County Senior Center is in need of drivers for their 

home delivered meals in Greensboro and Union Point.  Volunteer one or two days 

per month on their regular monthly schedule or as a substitute.  Call Deanne 

Holcomb 706-453-7463 at the Greene County Senior Center or contact Margaret 

Pedersen 404-295-0331 or margaretped@gmail.com for more information. 

Our council meeting has been changed to May 22 in light of Mother’s Day falling 
on our normal scheduled Sunday. 
 

mailto:Kunzpd3@outlook.com
mailto:margaretped@gmail.com


Rock of Ages Lutheran Church is a suburban church serving an urban community. 
Lake Oconee Lutheran Church will help them again in May by posting a sign up 
sheet asking each person who signs up to bring sandwiches to church on May 
22nd, and the sandwiches will be delivered to Rock of Ages following the church 
service. Each sandwich will contain one slice of cheese and one slice of meat 
(turkey, ham, bologna or roast beef). Do not put any condiments on the bread 
because sandwiches are served for up to 6 days. Pack each individual sandwich in a 
sealed plastic bag. The more volunteers, the fewer sandwiches each person will 
have to make. One loaf of square sandwich bread will make 10 sandwiches. 

The church Office will be Closed on Monday May 30th in observance of Memorial 
Day. 

 

  



 

LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We are Built for a Purpose 

 

Built Through Word and Sacrament – 
…believing in and making faithful and frequent use of the Bible, 
Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper as the means by which God gives and 
sustains faith and empowers and strengthens us for Christian living. 
 

Built Through Ongoing Learning – 
…providing quality, Bible based instruction to foster greater 
understanding of God’s Word and to better equip members for their 
discipleship. 
 

Built For Service – 
…reaching out to others by word and deed to join in the sharing of 
God’s blessings and grace, which is free to all believers. 
 

Built For Discipleship – 
…utilizing fully our time, talents, and resources to serve and love the 
Lord, furthering our commission of discipleship. 
 

Built For Fellowship – 
…caring for and sharing with our church family; fostering greater love, 
understanding, and concern for the physical and spiritual well-being of 
all brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ. 
 

The window behind the altar is our EASTER SUNRISE WINDOW. 
The cross hanging in front of the window is an empty cross, reminding us 
that Jesus rose from the dead and is alive now to be with us here and 
always.  Every Sunday is a celebration of Easter. The symbol on the front 
of the ALTAR is a combination of two Greek letters: the “chi,” which looks 
like our English “x,” and the “rho,” which looks like our “p.” In the Greek, 
these letters are the first two of “Christ.” Combined as they are, they 
suggest the cross. Superimposed on the cross is a heart, the reminder that 
God’s love for us is the reason Jesus died on the cross. God’s love for us 
empowers us to share his love with others. 

 


