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In Preparation of Holy Communion 

 The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession that, as He says, our 
Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to 
drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. 
Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any 
refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us.   
For further study, see Matthew 5:23f, 10:32f, 18:15-35, 26:26-29, 1 Cor. 11:17-34 
 We welcome to the Lord’s Supper all Christians who are baptized, who have communed in 
a Christian church, and who share our understanding that, along with the bread and wine, we 
receive the very body and blood of our living Lord Jesus—for the strengthening of our faith and 
witness. 
 The glasses in the very center of each tray contain non-alcoholic wine for the use of those 
receiving communion who are unable to drink alcohol.  
 Children who do not commune are invited to come to the rail for a blessing.  
 If you need communion brought to your seat, please let an usher know. 
 

Before Communing 

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body 
and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the 
salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your Holy Spirit that I may be ever watchful and live 
a true and godly life in Your service; through Jesus Christ, my Lord Amen 

 

Elder of the Month: Kathie Kueven 
Scripture Reader: Jaye McCrea 

Communion Assistant: Kent Matson 
Coffee Fellowship: Jaye & Cindy McCrea  

Sunday Counters: Jean Page 

 



Pre-Service Music: This is time to turn our hearts & minds toward God in preparation of 
worship. 

 

Instrumental Prelude     Dr. Lev Ryabinin 
Welcome 

 

Invocation 
 

Confession and Absolution 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

  



Congregational Hymn # 587 

“I Know My Faith Is Founded” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 

Tune: Concentus novi, 1540, Augsburg 

Text and tune: Public domain 



Prayer of the Day  
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Merciful Father, You gave Your Son Jesus as the heavenly bread of life. 

Grant us faith to feast on Him in Your Word and Sacraments that we 
may be nourished unto life everlasting; through the same Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
The First Lesson: Deuteronomy 4:1–2, 6–9 

1“Now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the just decrees that I am 

teaching you, and do them, that you may live, and go in and take 

possession of the land that the Lord, the God of your fathers, is giving 

you. 2You shall not add to the word that I command you, nor take from it, 

that you may keep the commandments of the Lord your God that I 

command you. . . . 

6Keep them and do them, for that will be your wisdom and your 

understanding in the sight of the peoples, who, when they hear all these 

statutes, will say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding 

people.’ 7For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as 

the Lord our God is to us, whenever we call upon him? 8And what great 

nation is there, that has statutes and just decrees so righteous as all this 

law that I set before you today?9“Only take care, and keep your soul 

diligently, lest you forget the things that your eyes have seen, and lest 

they depart from your heart all the days of your life. Make them known to 

your children and your children’s children.” 

R: This is the Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God 



The Epistle Lesson: Ephesians 6:10–20 
10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11Put on 

the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the 

schemes of the devil. 12For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but 

against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over 

this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 

places. 13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able 

to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 14Stand 

therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the 

breastplate of righteousness, 15and, as shoes for your feet, having put on 

the readiness given by the gospel of peace. 16In all circumstances take up 

the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of 

the evil one; 17and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 

Spirit, which is the word of God, 18praying at all times in the Spirit, with all 

prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all perseverance, 

making supplication for all the saints, 19and also for me, that words may 

be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of 

the gospel, 20for which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it 

boldly, as I ought to speak. 

R: This is the Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God 

 

Alleluia 

 

 



Holy Gospel: Mark 7:14–23 
R: The Holy Gospel according to Mark chapter 7 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
14[Jesus] called the people to him again and said to them, “Hear me, all of 

you, and understand: 15There is nothing outside a person that by going 

into him can defile him, but the things that come out of a person are what 

defile him.” 17And when he had entered the house and left the people, his 

disciples asked him about the parable. 18And he said to them, “Then are 

you also without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into 

a person from outside cannot defile him, 19since it enters not his heart but 

his stomach, and is expelled?” (Thus he declared all foods clean.) 20And he 

said, “What comes out of a person is what defiles him. 21For from within, 

out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, 

murder, adultery, 22coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, 

slander, pride, foolishness. 23All these evil things come from within, and 

they defile a person.” 

R: This is the Gospel of the Lord 

C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sermon Hymn # 566 

“By Grace I’m Saved” 

 

 

 

 
Text: Christian Ludwig Scheidt, 1709–61; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 

Tune: Cornelius Heinrich Dretzel, 1697–1775 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Message  Pastor Steve Hayden 

Nicene Creed 
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth and of all things visible and invisible.  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God 
of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified 
also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the 
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will 
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Offering 
To Our Guests: We do not charge for any of our services. All our services, 

programs, and expenses are freely supported by the gifts and offerings 

of our members. As our guests, you have not been invited for what you 

can give, but for what God can give you. The Offering is collected at the 

door when you enter. 

Prayer of the Church 

* (After the pastor ends each petition with, “Lord in Your Mercy, the 

congregation responds with, “Hear our prayer.”) 

 



Lord's Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Preface 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

Proper Preface  

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the 
grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sanctus 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on 
those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our 
flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive 
the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 
body and His blood on the cross.   
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O 
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. 
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do 
in His own testament.  Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of 
the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the 
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive our 
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen. 



The Words of Our Lord  

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 
and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this 
cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of Me.” 

 

Proclamation of Christ 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the 

Lord’s death until He comes. 
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 

Pax Domini 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 



The Distribution 
 
Solo             “You alone can satisfy”                  
 
Communion Hymn # 905 

“Come, Thou Almighty King” 

 

 

 

 
Text: English, before 1760, alt. 

Tune: Felice de Giardini, 1716–96 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
P: O God, the source of all that is just and good, nourish in us every virtue 

and bring to completion every good intent that we may grow in grace and 

bring forth the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 



Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C: Amen 

Benediction 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
Congregational Hymn 582 

“God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage” 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Nikolai Fredrik Severin Grundtvig, 1783–1872; tr. Ole G. Belsheim, 1861–1925, alt. 

Tune: Friedrich O. Reuter, 1863–1924 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
Announcements 
 
The Dismissal 

P: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 

 

+             Post-service Music            + 

 
GOD’S BLESSINGS to all those celebrating birthdays this week: 

Sept 2 Marlo Neuleib 
 Sept 3 Keith Mulford 
 Sept 6 Dave Ringer 

and anniversaries: 
• Sept 1 David & Grace Raetz 

• Sept 4 Tom & Sandy Mathson 
        Best wishes! 
 
 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

Monday  Office Closed -Labor Day 
Tuesday  Women’s Bible Class   10:00 am 
Wednesday Zoom Bible Class    10:30 am 
Thursday  Blood Drive     12:30 pm 
Saturday  Episcopal Worship Service  5:00 pm 
Sunday  Choir / Adult Bible Class   9:00 am 
Sunday  Worship      10:30 am 
Sunday  Church Council    after worship 
 



 

 
 
 
Sunday Morning Bible class - The apostle Matthew writes his gospel to proclaim to 
the world that its promised Savior has come. Pointing to Jesus as the fulfillment of 
the Old Testament prophesies, Matthew shows Jesus as the King who desires 
everyone to be a member of His kingdom.  
Join us every Sunday morning at 9am in the church or on Facebook for Matthew. 
 

Wednesday Bible class - Paul’s letter to the Ephesians is about the church and 
about the fellowship of believers who make up the church. It is about us, for by 
faith we are the church in our time and place. We, by God’s grace, are a part of 
God’s family—a family united in Christ and sustained by the Holy Spirit. 
Join us on Wednesday mornings at 10:30am on Zoom for Ephesians. 
 

Women’s Bible study will continue with their study of the Gospel in Romans with 

the book In View of God’s Mercies on Tuesday, September 10 at 10:00 am in the 

Choir Room. If you are intrigued by Paul’s personal letter to a group of new 

Christians in the Roman empire which helps them (and us) know how amazing and 

all-encompassing the gospel actual is – that it’s powerful, planned, eternal and free 

– please join us! We would love to have you. 

 

Upcoming Blood Drive dates are scheduled for Sept 5th, Oct 3rd and Nov. 7th. We 
will need volunteers. If you are interested in volunteering email Pam Kunz at 
Kunzpd3@outlook.com. To sign up to donate blood go to redcrossblood.org and 
use code LOLC.  
 
The choir will resume meeting for rehearsal Sunday September 8th at 9 am in the 
choir room.  
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Back to school support 
It seems like summer just started, but before we know it, schools will be back in 
session.  Service/Outreach ministry asks for your support of the Greene and 
Putnam Couonty schools by providing these items: 

· 24 count boxes of crayons 
· Packs of #2 pencils 
· Glue sticks 
· Notebook paper 

Look for the bin labeled Back-to-School Supplies in the church entry.  Thank 
you for your support of the childer of Greene and Putnam counties. 

 

 
Operation Christmas Child – 2024 
This year our Operation Christmas Child (OCC) Ministry will look just like last year. 
We will have shoeboxes with instructions for you to pack your own boxes. This way 
you can personalize your shoeboxes and encourage family and friends to 
participate with you. Include your family, neighbors, pickleball or tennis team, craft 
group, or co-workers. Celebrate your birthday, anniversary, or other special event 
by packing a shoebox with your family or friends. Remember, school supplies go on 
sale in July! Drop off your filled shoebox gifts throughout the year at the church 
before November 10.  Another option that you may find more convenient is to 
build a shoebox online. Shoebox gifts built online go to the ends of the earth to 
children in some of the hardest-to-reach places. Online boxes are carefully 
prepared and sent by OCC, abiding by strict customs regulations to safeguard 
partners who will deliver the gifts, as well as the boys and girls who receive them. 
The suggested donation is $25 per shoebox. The link and instructions are available 
at:  
https://sampur.se/3OZCwKz 
 
Select “BUILD A SHOEBOX ONLINE NOW” and follow instructions. By using this link, 
we will be able to track our church’s progress toward our shoebox goal. You can 

https://sampur.se/3OZCwKz


also make a monetary contribution to the church, and we will build a shoebox for 
you ($25/shoebox). 
  
Our “faith goal” this year is 200 boxes. Let us pray and rejoice as God works 
through us to reach children with the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
 
Volunteers needed for: 
❖ Altar Care there is a signup sheet in the narthex on the front table. 
❖ Sunday service camera operator. We will provide training on how to manage 

it. signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table, or you can call/email 
the church office. 

❖ Ushers’ signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table, or you can 
call/email the church office. 

❖ Coffee Fellowship signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table. 
❖ Little Free Pantry signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table.  
❖ Scripture readers You can contact the office for Marsha to put you on the 

email list.  
❖ Communion assistants you can contact the office for Marsha to put you on 

the email list. 
❖ Sunday School teachers, 2 teachers per Sunday to rotate, sign-ups are on the 

blue table. 
 
 
  



 

LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We are Built for a Purpose 

 

Built Through Word and Sacrament – 
…believing in and making faithful and frequent use of the Bible, 
Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper as the means by which God gives and 
sustains faith and empowers and strengthens us for Christian living. 
 

Built Through Ongoing Learning – 
…providing quality, Bible based instruction to foster greater 
understanding of God’s Word and to better equip members for their 
discipleship. 
 

Built For Service – 
…reaching out to others by word and deed to join in the sharing of 
God’s blessings and grace, which is free to all believers. 
 

Built For Discipleship – 
…utilizing fully our time, talents, and resources to serve and love the 
Lord, furthering our commission of discipleship. 
 

Built For Fellowship – 
…caring for and sharing with our church family; fostering greater love, 
understanding, and concern for the physical and spiritual well-being of 
all brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ. 
 

The window behind the altar is our EASTER SUNRISE WINDOW. 
The cross hanging in front of the window is an empty cross, reminding us 
that Jesus rose from the dead and is alive now to be with us here and 
always.  Every Sunday is a celebration of Easter. The symbol on the front 
of the ALTAR is a combination of two Greek letters: the “chi,” which looks 
like our English “x,” and the “rho,” which looks like our “p.” In the Greek, 
these letters are the first two of “Christ.” Combined as they are, they 
suggest the cross. Superimposed on the cross is a heart, the reminder that 
God’s love for us is the reason Jesus died on the cross. God’s love for us 
empowers us to share his love with others. 

 
 


