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September 8th, 2024 
 

LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
 

God writes His Word on our Lives, building us into a Family engaged 
in Spirit-filled Service. 

 

1089 Lake Oconee Parkway  
Eatonton, GA 31024 
Church Office: 706-485-4600 
Marsha Brewster - Church Secretary 
www.lakeoconeelutheran.org 
Office email: officelolc@gmail.com 
 

Pastor Steven Hayden 
Pastor’s Cell: 515-360-5081 
Pastor’s email: revshayden@gmail.com 
 

  

http://www.lakeoconeelutheran.org/
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Elder of the Month: Kathy Kueven 
Scripture reader: Kathy Kueven 

Coffee & Fellowship:  
Sunday Counters: Terry Pedersen & Charlie Crouch 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pre-Service Music: This is time to turn our hearts & minds toward God in preparation of 
worship. 

Instrumental Prelude     Dr. Lev Ryabinin 
Choir Anthem       Dr. Youngmi Kim 
 
Welcome 

 

Invocation 
 

Confession and Absolution 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 



Sermon Hymn # 528 

Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to sing 
 

 

 

 
 

5 Look unto Him, ye nations; own 

    Your God, ye fallen race. 

Look and be saved through faith alone, 

    Be justified by grace. 

 

6 See all your sins on Jesus laid; 

    The Lamb of God was slain. 

His soul was once an off’ring made 

    For ev’ry soul of man. 

 

7 To God all glory, praise, and love 

    Be now and ever giv’n 

By saints below and saints above, 

    The Church in earth and heav’n. 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 

Tune: Carl G. Gläser, 1784–1829 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 



Prayer of the Day  

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also, with you. 
P: Almighty and merciful God, defend Your Church from all false teaching 

and error that Your faithful people may confess You to be the only true 
God and rejoice in Your good gifts of life and salvation; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C: Amen. 

 
 
The First Lesson: Isaiah 35:4-7a 

4Say to those who have an anxious heart, 
 “Be strong; fear not! 
Behold, your God 
 will come with vengeance, 
with the recompense of God. 
 He will come and save you.” 
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
 and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6then shall the lame man leap like a deer, 
 and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. 
For waters break forth in the wilderness, 
 and streams in the desert; 
7the burning sand shall become a pool, 
 and the thirsty ground springs of water. 

R: This is the Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God 
 

 
 

 



The Epistle Lesson:  James 2:1-10, 14-18 
1My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Lord of glory. 2For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine 
clothing comes into your assembly, and a poor man in shabby clothing 
also comes in, 3and if you pay attention to the one who wears the fine 
clothing and say, “You sit here in a good place,” while you say to the 
poor man, “You stand over there,” or, “Sit down at my feet,” 4have you 
not then made distinctions among yourselves and become judges with 
evil thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those 
who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, 
which he has promised to those who love him? 6But you have 
dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, 
and the ones who drag you into court? 7Are they not the ones who 
blaspheme the honorable name by which you were called? 
 8If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. 9But if you 
show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as 
transgressors. 10For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point 
has become accountable for all of it. . . . 
 14What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does 
not have works? Can that faith save him? 15If a brother or sister is poorly 
clothed and lacking in daily food, 16and one of you says to them, “Go in 
peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed 
for the body, what good is that? 17So also faith by itself, if it does not 
have works, is dead. 
 18But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me 
your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my 
works. 

R: This is the Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God 
 

 



 

Alleluia 

 

 
 

 

 

Holy Gospel: Mark 7:24-37 

R: The Holy Gospel according to Mark chapter 7 

C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
24From there [Jesus] arose and went away to the region of Tyre and 
Sidon. And he entered a house and did not want anyone to know, yet he 
could not be hidden. 25But immediately a woman whose little daughter 
was possessed by an unclean spirit heard of him and came and fell down 
at his feet. 26Now the woman was a Gentile, a Syrophoenician by birth. 
And she begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27And he 
said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not right to take the 
children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” 28But she answered him, 
“Yes, Lord; yet even the dogs under the table eat the children’s 
crumbs.” 29And he said to her, “For this statement you may go your way; 
the demon has left your daughter.” 30And she went home and found the 
child lying in bed and the demon gone. 
  
 
 
 
 



 

31Then he returned from the region of Tyre and went through Sidon to 
the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32And they brought to 
him a man who was deaf and had a speech impediment, and they 
begged him to lay his hand on him. 33And taking him aside from the 
crowd privately, he put his fingers into his ears, and after spitting 
touched his tongue. 34And looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to 
him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35And his ears were opened, his 
tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36And Jesus charged them to 
tell no one. But the more he charged them, the more zealously they 
proclaimed it. 37And they were astonished beyond measure, saying, “He 
has done all things well. He even makes the deaf hear and the mute 
speak.” 

R: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sermon Hymn # 797 

Praise the Almighty 

797 Praise the Almighty 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Daniel Herrnschmidt, 1675–1723; tr. Alfred E. R. Brauer, 1866–1949, alt. 

Tune: New-vermehrte Christliche Seelenharpf, 1665, Ansbach 

Text and tune: Public domain 



The Message Pastor Steve Hayden 

 

Apostles' Creed  

C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence 
He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Offering 
To Our Guests: We do not charge for any of our services. All our services, 

programs, and expenses are freely supported by the gifts and offerings of our 

members. As our guests, you have not been invited for what you can give, but for 

what God can give you. The Offering is collected at the door when you 

enter. 

Prayer of the Church 

* Prayer of The Church 
(After the pastor ends each petition with, “Lord in Your Mercy, the 
congregation responds with, “Hear our prayer.”) 

The Lord's Prayer 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 



Benediction  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord makes His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord looks upon you with favor and gives you peace. 

C: Amen. 

Congregational Hymn # 841  

O Son of God, in Galilee 

 

 

 
Text: Anna B. D. Hoppe, 1889–1941, alt. 

Tune: Lucius Chapin, 1760–1842 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110019841 

Tune: Public domain 

 
Announcements 
 

The Dismissal 

P: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God 



 

+             Post-service Music            + 

GOD’S BLESSINGS to all those celebrating Birthdays this week: 
• Sept 11 Susan Larson 

• Sept 12 Tom Mathson 
 

and Anniversaries 

• Sept 14 Charles & Donna Crouch 
        Best wishes! 
 
 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

Today   Council Meeting      (after service) 
Tuesday  Women’s Bible Class    10 am 
Wednesday ZOOM Bible Class     10:30 am 
Thursday  Bread of Life      9 am 
Saturday  Episcopal worship     5 pm 
Sunday  Choir / Adult Bible Class    9 am 
Sunday  Worship Service     10:30 am 
 

Sunday Morning Bible 

The apostle Matthew writes his gospel to proclaim to the world that its promised 

Savior has come.  Pointing to Jesus as the fulfillment of the Old Testament 

prophesies, Matthew shows Jesus as the King who desires everyone to be a member 

of His kingdom.  Join us every Sunday morning at 9am in the church or on 

Facebook for Matthew. 

Wednesday Bible class - Paul’s letter to the Ephesians is about the church and 

about the fellowship of believers who make up the church. It is about us, for by 

faith we are the church in our time and place. We, by God’s grace, are a part of 

God’s family—a family united in Christ and sustained by the Holy Spirit. Join us on 

Wednesday mornings at 10:30am on Zoom for Ephesians. 



Women’s Bible study will continue with their study of the Gospel in Romans with 

the book In View of God’s Mercies on Tuesday, September 10 at 10:00 am in the 

Choir Room. If you are intrigued by Paul’s personal letter to a group of new 

Christians in the Roman empire which helps them (and us) know how amazing and 

all-encompassing the gospel actual is – that it’s powerful, planned, eternal and 

free – please join us! We would love to have you. 

 

Upcoming Blood Drive dates are scheduled for Oct 3rd and Nov. 7th. We will need 
volunteers. If you are interested in volunteering email Pam Kunz at 
Kunzpd3@outlook.com. To sign up to donate blood go to redcrossblood.org and 
use code LOLC.  
 

The choir has resumed meeting for rehearsal at 9 am in the choir room. 
 

Back to school support 

It seems like summer just started, but before we know it, schools will be back in 

session. Service/Outreach ministry asks for your support of the Greene and 

Putnam County schools by providing these items: · 24 count boxes of crayons · 

Packs of #2 pencils · Glue sticks · Notebook paper Look for the bin labeled Back-to-

School Supplies in the church entry. Thank you for your support of the children of 

Greene and Putnam counties. 

Operation Christmas Child - 2024 

This year our Operation Christmas Child (OCC) Ministry will look just like last year. 

We will have shoeboxes with instructions for you to pack your own boxes. This 

way you can personalize your shoeboxes and encourage family and friends to 

participate with you. Include your family, neighbors, pickleball or tennis team, 

craft group, or co-workers. Celebrate your birthday, anniversary, or other special 

event by packing a shoebox with your family or friends. Remember, school 

supplies go on sale in July! Drop off your filled shoebox gifts throughout the year at 

the church before November 10. Another option that you may find more 

convenient is to build a shoebox online. Shoebox gifts built online go to the ends of 

the earth to children in some of the hardest-to-reach places. Online boxes are 

mailto:Kunzpd3@outlook.com


carefully prepared and sent by OCC, abiding by strict customs regulations to 

safeguard partners who will deliver the gifts, as well as the boys and girls who 

receive them. The suggested donation is $25 per shoebox. The link and 

instructions are available at: 

https://sampur.se/3OZCwKz 

Select “BUILD A SHOEBOX ONLINE NOW” and follow instructions. By using this 

link, we will be able to track our church’s progress toward our shoebox goal. You 

can also make a monetary contribution to the church, and we will build a shoebox 

for you ($25/shoebox). Our “faith goal” this year is 200 boxes. Let us pray and 

rejoice as God works through us to reach children with the Good News of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

Lake Oconee Lutheran Dinner Club 2024-2025 

Join in the fun of sharing a meal and fellowship with your LOLC family.  Each 

dinner is made up of six people, comprised of three pairs. 

A sign-up sheet and more information will be on the blue table in the church 

entryway.  Deadline to sign up is Sunday, September 15th. 

 

The Outreach Committee extends a big THANK YOU to everyone who has 

supported the sandwich ministry to Rock of Ages Lutheran Church in Stone 

Mountain.  They are currently feeding 50 people six days a week.  Each person 

receives 2 sandwiches a day.  Your generous donation of 580 sandwiches 

provided lunch for 6 days.  Fortunately, they are also receiving sandwiches from 

2 other churches and the neighborhood of another former member.  The need is 

great and we thank you for your help. 

 

UPSCALE RESALE will be held here on September 28th from 10:00 – 1:00 pm.  

100% of sales are donated to Greene & Putnam County food pantries including 

Bread of Life. 

 

https://sampur.se/3OZCwKz


 

 

 

 

Volunteers Needed for: 

❖ Altar Care there is a signup sheet in the narthex on the front table. 

❖ Sunday service camera operator. We will provide training on how to manage it. signup 

sheets are in the narthex on the front table, or you can call/email the church office.  

❖ Ushers’ signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table, or you can call/email the church 

office.  

❖ Coffee Fellowship signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table.  

❖ Little Free Pantry signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table.  

❖ Scripture readers You can contact the office for Marsha to put you on the email list.  

❖ Communion assistants you can contact the office for Marsha to put you on the email list. 

❖ Sunday School teachers, 2 teachers per Sunday to rotate, sign-ups are on the blue table  



 

LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We are Built for a Purpose 

 

Built Through Word and Sacrament – 
…believing in and making faithful and frequent use of the Bible, 
Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper as the means by which God gives and 
sustains faith and empowers and strengthens us for Christian living. 
 

Built Through Ongoing Learning – 
…providing quality, Bible based instruction to foster greater 
understanding of God’s Word and to better equip members for their 
discipleship. 
 

Built For Service – 
…reaching out to others by word and deed to join in the sharing of 
God’s blessings and grace, which is free to all believers. 
 

Built For Discipleship – 
…utilizing fully our time, talents, and resources to serve and love the 
Lord, furthering our commission of discipleship. 
 

Built For Fellowship – 
…caring for and sharing with our church family; fostering greater love, 
understanding, and concern for the physical and spiritual well-being of 
all brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ. 
 

The window behind the altar is our EASTER SUNRISE WINDOW. 
The cross hanging in front of the window is an empty cross, reminding us 
that Jesus rose from the dead and is alive now to be with us here and 
always.  Every Sunday is a celebration of Easter. The symbol on the front 
of the ALTAR is a combination of two Greek letters: the “chi,” which looks 
like our English “x,” and the “rho,” which looks like our “p.” In the Greek, 
these letters are the first two of “Christ.” Combined as they are, they 
suggest the cross. Superimposed on the cross is a heart, the reminder that 
God’s love for us is the reason Jesus died on the cross. God’s love for us 
empowers us to share his love with others. 

 


