September 11, 2022
LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
A Stephen Ministry Congregation

God writes His Word on our Lives, building us into a Family engaged
in Spirit-filled Service.

1089 Lake Oconee Parkway
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LAKE OCONEE Pastor Steven Hayden
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Elder of the Month: Mark Ketchie
Scripture reader: Ed Fritch
Coffee & Fellowship: Kathie Kueven




Pre-Service Music: This is time to turn our hearts & minds toward God in preparation of
worship.

Instrumental Prelude Lev Ryabinin
Welcome

Please Stand

(You are invited to wish those around you God’s peace. Please remain standing for the
invocation.)

Invocation

Confession and Absolution
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

-

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
Please be seated



Congregational Hymn #711

“Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us”
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1 Sav - ior, like a shep - herd lead us; Much we
2 We are Yours; in love be - friend us, Be the
3 You have prom -ised to re - ceive us, Poor and
4 Ear - ly let us seek Your fa -  vor, Ear - ly
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need Your ten - der care. In Your pleas - ant pas - tures
guard -ian  of  our way; Keep Your flock, from sin de-
sin - ful though we be; You have mer - ¢cy to re-
let us do Your will; Bless - ed Lord and on - ly
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feed us, For our use Your fold pre - pare.
fend us, Seek us when we go  a - stray.
lieve us, Grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free.

Sav - 1or, With Your love our spir - its  fill.
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Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, You have
Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, Hear us
Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, Ear - ly
Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, You have
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bought us; we are Yours. Bless - ed Je - sus,
chil - dren when we pray. Bless - ed Je - sus,
let us turn to You. Bless - ed Je - sus,
loved us, love us still. Bless - ed Je - sus,
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bless - ed Je - sus, You have bought us; we are Yours.
bless-ed Je - sus, Hear wus chil - dren when we pray.
bless - ed Je - sus, Ear - ly let us turn to  You.
bless-ed Je - sus, You have loved us, Ilove us  still.
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Prayer of the Day

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lord Jesus, You are the Good Shepherd, without whom nothing is
secure. Rescue and preserve us that we may not be lost forever but
follow You, rejoicing in the way that leads to eternal life; for You live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C: Amen.

The First Lesson: Ezekiel 34:11-24

R: 1“For thus says the Lord Gob: Behold, I, | myself will search for my

sheep and will seek them out. 12As a shepherd seeks out his flock
when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will | seek
out my sheep, and | will rescue them from all places where they have
been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 3And | will bring
them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and
will bring them into their own land. And | will feed them on the
mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of
the country. **l will feed them with good pasture, and on the
mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they shall
lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on
the mountains of Israel. *| myself will be the shepherd of my sheep,
and | myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord Gop. €l will
seek the lost, and | will bring back the strayed, and | will bind up the
injured, and | will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong |
will destroy. | will feed them in justice.” ’“As for you, my flock, thus
says the Lord Gob: Behold, | judge between sheep and sheep,
between rams and male goats. *8Is it not enough for you to feed on
the good pasture, that you must tread down with your feet the rest of
your pasture; and to drink of clear water, that you must muddy the
rest of the water with your feet? *?And must my sheep eat what you



have trodden with your feet, and drink what you have muddied with
your feet? 2°“Therefore, thus says the Lord Gob to them: Behold, |, |
myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. ?'Because
you push with side and shoulder, and thrust at all the weak with your
horns, till you have scattered them abroad, %2l will rescue my flock;
they shall no longer be a prey. And | will judge between sheep and
sheep. 22And | will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David,
and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd.
24And |, the LorD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be
prince among them. | am the LORD; | have spoken.

R: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

The Epistle Lesson: 1 Timothy 1:12-17

R: 12I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord,
because he judged me faithful, appointing me to his service, 3though
formerly | was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But |
received mercy because | had acted ignorantly in unbelief, **and the
grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in
Christ Jesus. >The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of
whom | am the foremost. *But | received mercy for this reason, that in
me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as
an example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life. 'To
the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory
forever and ever. Amen.

R: This is the Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God
Please Stand



Common Alleluia and Verse
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Holy Gospel: Luke 15:1-10

R: The Holy Gospel according to Luke chapter 15

C: Glory to You, O Lord.

R:'Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear
[Jesus]. 2And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This
man receives sinners and eats with them.” 3So he told them this
parable: *“What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost
one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and
go after the one that is lost, until he finds it? >°And when he has found
it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. °And when he comes home, he
calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice
with me, for | have found my sheep that was lost.” “Just so, | tell you,
there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than
over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 8“Or
what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not
light a lamp and sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it?
9And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and
neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for | have found the coin that |
had lost.” 1%Just so, | tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over

one sinner who repents.”

R: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to You, O Christ.

Please be seated



Sermon Hymn # 609 v 1-4

“Jesus Sinners Doth Receive”
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1 Je - sus sin - ners doth re - ceive; Oh, may all this
2 We de - serve Dbut grief and shame, Yet His words, rich
3 Sheep that from the fold did stray No true shep - herd
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say - ing pon - der Who in sin’s de - lu- sions live
grace re - veal - ing, Par - don, peace, and life pro-claim;
e’er for - sak - eth; Wea - ry souls that lost their way
tent con - fes - sion. Sav - ior, mer - cy show to me;
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And from God and heav-en wan - der! Here 1s hope for
Here our ills have per - fect heal - ing. Firm - ly in these
Christ, the Shep-herd, gent-1ly tak - eth In His arms that
Grant for all my sins re-mis - sion. Let these words my
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all  who grieve: Je - sus sin - ners doth re - ceive.
words be - lieve: Je - sus sin - ners doth re - ceive.
they may live: Je - sus sin - ners doth re - ceive.
soul re - lieve: Je - sus sin - ners doth re - ceive.
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The Message Pastor Steve Hayden
Please Stand

Apostles’' Creed

C: 1 believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence
He will come to judge the living and the dead.



| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering
To Our Guests: We do not charge for any of our services. All our services,

programs, and expenses are freely supported by the gifts and offerings of our
members. As our guests, you have not been invited for what you can give, but for

what God can give you. The Offering is collected at the door when you
enter.

Prayer of the Church

* Prayer of The Church
(After the pastor ends each petition with, “Lord in Your Mercy, the
congregation responds with, “Hear our prayer.”)

The Lord's Prayer

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.
Please be seated



Congregational Hymn # 740

“I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb”
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heart I am; For my  Shep - herd gent - ly guides me,
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Shep - herd’s lamb? And when my short life is end - ed,
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Knows my need and well pro- vides me, Loves me ev - ry
In - to pleas - ant pas - tures leads me; When I  thirst, He
By His an - gel host at - tend - ed, He shall fold me
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day the same, E - ven calls me by my name.
bids me go Where the qui - et wa - ters  flow.
to His breast, There with - in  His arms to rest.
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Announcements
The Dismissal
P: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!
+ Post-service Music +

GOD’S BLESSINGS to all those celebrating birthdays this week:

e Septll Susan Larson
e Septl1l2 Tom Mathson
e Septl6 Joyce Huston




and anniversaries
e Sept14 Charles & Donna Crouch

Best wishes!

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Today Council Meeting After worship
Tuesday Women’s Bible Class 10 am
Wednesday ZOOM Bible Class 10:30 am
Thursday Blood Drive 1pm
Saturday Episcopal service 5pm
Sunday Bible Class (In Person) 9am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am

Sunday Morning Bible Class The Christians in Corinth faced many of the conflicts
that Christians today encounter as we seek to live out our faith in a culture that
contradicts Christian beliefs and principles. At the same time 1Corinthians is a
document of hope for our times. In trying to hold the Corinthians to the Word of
God, Paul found it necessary to state both their human faults and their proper
goals. In his epistle, Paul shows them...and us...the way of error and the way of
truth. His letter contains God's answers and counsel. Join us on Sunday mornings
at 9am in the Sanctuary or live-streamed on Facebook for 1 Corinthians.

Wednesday Zoom Bible Class. Since the Reformation, we have generally agreed
that the doctrine of justification is “the article on which the church stands or falls.”
That is, justification is the foundation and cornerstone of the Christian Church and
its faith. What we have not so often understood is what does this mean? Very
closely related to this question, is the definition of sanctification and how this also
takes place. Join us on Wednesday mornings on Zoom at 10:30am as we see just
what Justification and Sanctification are and how intimately they are related.
There will be no Bible Class Sept 21.

Women'’s Bible Study. Jeremiah offers women hope for living in an uncertain
world by learning to navigate the challenges and circumstances of their lives. This
six-week study examines God’s words of instruction to His wayward people



through the prophet Jeremiah, and provides women six guidelines for intentional
living to overcome fear, worry, and doubt as they surrender their wills to God’s
and put their hope in Him alone. This 6 week study will begin Sept 13", The book
purchase price is $12.83 and can be paid to the office or Sunday collection just
mark as women’s bible study. The books can be picked up in the office M-Th. From
Sonya Women’s Bible class meets every Tuesday @ 10 am in the choir room.

Don’t forget to Volunteer. There are several Volunteer positions we are looking to
and excited to fill. If you are interested in serving, please check out the table in the
entryway to see all of the ways to serve.

Upcoming Blood Drive dates are scheduled for Sept 15, Oct 6, & Nov 17 and we
will need volunteers. If you are interested in volunteering email Pam Kunz at
Kunzpd3@outlook.com. To sign up to donate blood got to redcrossblood.org and
use code LOLC.

Volunteer Opportunity Greene County Senior Center is in need of drivers for their
home delivered meals in Greensboro and Union Point. Volunteer one or two days
per month on their regular monthly schedule or as a substitute. Call Deanne
Holcomb 706-453-7463 at the Greene County Senior Center or contact Margaret
Pedersen 404-295-0331 or margaretped@gmail.com for more information.

We are looking for Children’s Bible class volunteers on Sundays for Sept — Dec if
you are interested in volunteering, please find the sighup sheet on the blue table
in the entry way. Bible school will be held Sunday mornings from 9:30 -10am.

Lake Oconee Youth Alliance (LOYA) Since 2017 LOYA has provided College
Scholarship assistance to over 65 students who meet federal need qualifications
and HOPE requirements. The average GPA of their scholarship students is 3.6 and
as of 2022, over 10 scholarship recipients have graduated college. Through your
contributions, Lake Oconee Lutheran funded a scholarship last year for Ka’Niyah
Robertson, a Putnam County high school honor graduate of 2022. Ms. Robertson
was active in softball, track and field and basketball. She served in FCA,
volunteering with a food bank and assisting residents in nursing homes. She is
currently attending Paine College in Augusta, GA and majoring in criminal justice
with a goal of becoming a GBI or FBI agent. This year LOLC will again cooperate
with LOYA in providing scholarship money for Ka’Niyah for her sophomore year of
college through a free will- door offering on September 25 and October 2. Please
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make your check payable to LOLC, but write LOYA on it to designate it for this
purpose. Our goal is to cover her $2,000 scholarship from LOYA. Please help. For
more information go to lakeoconeeyouthalliance.org.

Operation Christmas Child September We are Collecting socks this month and
finishing up previous months collections we are still short on. If you plan to
purchase socks outside of the amazon wish list please be sure to purchase youth
large size. This is the suggested size for this years age bracket. We are still low in
deodorant and playing cards totals for our OCC boxes. The amazon link is linked in
the Thursday email and the above items are listed in it. Thank you for your
continued donations.



LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH
We are Built for a Purpose

Built Through Word and Sacrament -

...believing in and making faithful and frequent use of the Bible,
Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper as the means by which God gives and
sustains faith and empowers and strengthens us for Christian living.

Built Through Ongoing Learning —

...providing quality, Bible based instruction to foster greater
understanding of God’s Word and to better equip members for their
discipleship.

Built For Service —
...reaching out to others by word and deed to join in the sharing of
God’s blessings and grace, which is free to all believers.

Built For Discipleship —
...utilizing fully our time, talents, and resources to serve and love the
Lord, furthering our commission of discipleship.

Built For Fellowship —

...caring for and sharing with our church family; fostering greater love,
understanding, and concern for the physical and spiritual well-being of
all brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ.

The window behind the altar is our EASTER SUNRISE WINDOW.
The cross hanging in front of the window is an empty cross, reminding us
that Jesus rose from the dead and is alive now to be with us here and
always. Every Sunday is a celebration of Easter. The symbol on the front
of the ALTAR is a combination of two Greek letters: the “chi,” which looks
like our English “x,” and the “rho,” which looks like our “p.” In the Greek,
these letters are the first two of “Christ.” Combined as they are, they
suggest the cross. Superimposed on the cross is a heart, the reminder that
God'’s love for us is the reason Jesus died on the cross. God’s love for us

empowers us to share his love with others.




