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LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
A Stephen Ministry Congregation

God writes His Word on our Lives, building us into a Family engaged
in Spirit-filled Service.

1089 Lake Oconee Parkway
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LAKE OCONEE Pastor Steven Hayden

LUTHERAN CHURCH
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WE OFFER NURSERY & CHILDCARE
If you need childcare, please see one of the ushers
and we will happily accommodate you.

Elder of the Month: Mark Ketchie
Scripture reader: Robert Elkins
Coffee & Fellowship: Connie Piepenbrink & Marcia Elkins




Pre-Service Music: This is time to turn our hearts & minds toward God in preparation of
worship.

Instrumental Prelude Lev Ryabinin

Welcome
Please Stand

(You are invited to wish those around you God’s peace. Please remain standing for the
invocation.)

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism

Isla Anne Dugan Vera Joan Dugan
Parents: Josh & Abbie Dugan Sponsors: Billy & Ashley Thompson

Invocation

Confession and Absolution

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us.

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

-

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the



name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

Congregational Hymn #605

Please be seated

“Father Welcomes”

Refrain
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Prayer of the Day

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lord Jesus Christ, our support and defense in every need, continue to
preserve Your Church in safety, govern her by Your goodness, and
bless her with Your peace; for You live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

The First Lesson: Isaiah 50:4-10

R: “The Lord Gob has given me the tongue of those who are taught, that |
may know how to sustain with a word him who is weary. Morning by
morning he awakens; he awakens my ear to hear as those who are
taught. °The Lord Gobp has opened my ear, and | was not rebellious; |
turned not backward. I gave my back to those who strike, and my
cheeks to those who pull out the beard; | hid not my face from disgrace
and spitting. ’But the Lord Gob helps me; therefore | have not been
disgraced; therefore | have set my face like a flint, and | know that |
shall not be put to shame. 8He who vindicates me is near. Who will
contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who is my adversary? Let
him come near to me. °Behold, the Lord Gob helps me; who will
declare me guilty? Behold, all of them will wear out like a garment; the
moth will eat them up. *°Who among you fears the LorRD and obeys the
voice of his servant? Let him who walks in darkness and has no light
trust in the name of the LORD and rely on his God.

R: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

The Epistle Lesson: James 3:1-12

R: INot many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know
that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For we all
stumble in many ways, and if anyone does not stumble in what he



says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body. 3If we put
bits into the mouths of horses so that they obey us, we guide their
whole bodies as well. *Look at the ships also: though they are so large
and are driven by strong winds, they are guided by a very small rudder
wherever the will of the pilot directs. °So also the tongue is a small
member, yet it boasts of great things. How great a forest is set ablaze
by such a small fire! ®And the tongue is a fire, a world of
unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, staining the
whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by
hell. ’For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can
be tamed and has been tamed by mankind, 8but no human being can
tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. *With it we
bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made
in the likeness of God. °From the same mouth come blessing and
cursing. My brothers, these things ought not to be so. 'Does a spring
pour forth from the same opening both fresh and salt water? 2Can a
fig tree, my brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither
can a salt pond yield fresh water.

R: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

Please Stand
Common Alleluia and Verse
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Holy Gospel: Mark 9:14-29
R: The Holy Gospel according to Mark chapter 9

C: Glory to You, O Lord.

R: * When they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around
them, and scribes arguing with them. *>And immediately all the crowd,
when they saw him, were greatly amazed and ran up to [Jesus] and
greeted him. *And he asked them, “What are you arguing about with
them?” YAnd someone from the crowd answered him, “Teacher, |
brought my son to you, for he has a spirit that makes him mute. ¥And
whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, and he foams and grinds
his teeth and becomes rigid. So | asked your disciples to cast it out, and
they were not able.” ’And he answered them, “O faithless generation,
how long am | to be with you? How long am | to bear with you? Bring
him to me.” °And they brought the boy to him. And when the spirit
saw him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground
and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. 2!And Jesus asked his father,
“How long has this been happening to him?” And he said, “From
childhood. 2And it has often cast him into fire and into water, to
destroy him. But if you can do anything, have compassion on us and
help us.” 22And Jesus said to him, “If you can! All things are possible for
one who believes.” 2Immediately the father of the child cried out and
said, “I believe; help my unbelief!” 2And when Jesus saw that a crowd
came running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it,
“You mute and deaf spirit, | command you, come out of him and never
enter him again.” 2°And after crying out and convulsing him terribly, it
came out, and the boy was like a corpse, so that most of them said,
“He is dead.” ?’But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and
he arose. 22And when he had entered the house, his disciples asked
him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” 2?And he said to them,
“This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer.”

R: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.



Please be seated

Sermon Hymn # 849
“Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”
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The Message Pastor Steve Hayden

Please Stand
Apostles' Creed

C: 1 believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.



And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence
He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering
To Our Guests: We do not charge for any of our services. All our services,
programs, and expenses are freely supported by the gifts and offerings of our
members. As our guests, you have not been invited for what you can give, but for
what God can give you. The Offering is collected at the door when you

enter.

Prayer of the Church

* Prayer of The Church
(After the pastor ends each petition with, “Lord in Your Mercy, the
congregation responds with, “Hear our prayer.”)

The Lord's Prayer

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.



Please be seated

Congregational Hymn #783

“Take My Life and Let It Be”
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1 Take my life and let it be Con-se - crat - ed, Lord, to Thee;
2 Take my hands and let them move At the im-pulse of Thy Ilove;
3 Take my voice and let me sing Al-ways,on - ly for my King;
4 Takemy sil - ver and my gold, Not a mite would I with - hold;
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Take my mo-ments and my days, Let them flow 1in cease-less praise.
Take my feet and let them be Swift and beau - ti - ful for Thee.
Take my lips and let them be Filled with mes - sag - es from Thee.
Take my in - tel - lectand use Ev - ’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose.

5 Take my will and make it Thine,
It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own,
It shall be Thy royal throne.

6 Take my love, my Lord, | pour
At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and | will be
Ever, only, all for Thee.

Public domain

Announcements

The Dismissal

P: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!

+ Post-service Music +




GOD’S BLESSINGS to all those celebrating birthdays this week:
e September 12 Tom Mathson
e September 16 Joyce Houston
and anniversaries
e September 14 Charles & Donna Crouch
e September 18 Donald & Pam Kunz

Best wishes!
WEEKLY CALENDAR

Sunday Council Meeting After Worship
Tuesday Women’s Bible Class 10am
Tuesday Community Center Meeting 2 pm
Wednesday ZOOM Bible Class 10:30am
Thursday Red Cross Blood Drive 1pm
Saturday Episcopal Church worship 5pm

Sunday Bible Class (In Person) 9am

Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am

Sunday Morning Bible Class Have you seen those television specials about Lost
Books of the Bible? Ever wondered if some texts were intentionally excluded from
the Bible, and if so, why? Can we be sure the correct texts made it into the Bible?
Several scholars, books and articles, movies and television specials have raised
that question. Why did some ancient writings fail to make the cut for inclusion in
our Scriptures? Since God never sent us a specific list of what to include, who
exactly decided the Bible should contain the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and
John, but not the Gospels of Judas, Thomas and Mary? How does the work of the
Holy Spirit factor in? In Lost Books? The former Lutheran Hour Speaker Reuv.
Gregory Seltz will guide us as we explore all of these questions. Can we trust our
Bible? Join us for Sunday morning Bible class as we explore “Lost Books?”

Wednesday Zoom Bible Class When you hear the word angel, what image comes
to mind? Clarence from the movie It's A Wonderful Life? Tess from Touched by an
Angel? Popular culture formerly portrayed angels as harp-carrying spirits lounging



on comfortable white tufts of cloud or as pastel-colored feminine virtues or
chubby, winged infants. On the other hand, what comes to mind when you hear
the words demon or devil? Hellboy from the comic book series or the movie?
Various heinous creatures from The Lord of the Rings? Or when you think about
angels and demons, do you think of those comical creatures sitting on someone’s
shoulders—an angel in a white gown and wings on one shoulder and a demon with
a pitchfork and pointy tail sitting on the other? For many people, popular films,
books, comic books, and other media are their only sources of information about
angels and demons—if they believe in these creatures at all. These are inaccurate
portrayals of angels and demons. In contrast, we will share the truth about angels
and demons using God’s errorless Word. What the Bible says about angels,
demons, and other related topics is vitally important to Lutherans because what
God says about these matters can be trusted. Join us on Wednesday morning
Zoom Bible class at 10:30 for Angels and Demons

Women'’s Bible Study will be focusing on Elijah, Spiritual Stamina in Every Season
by Melissa Spoelstra. In this six-week study grounded in 1 and 2 Kings, we will
examine the life of the prophet Elijah, an ordinary man who did extraordinary
things for God in the midst of the highs and lows of life. Learn some of the spiritual
stamina secrets that helped him hold on and persevere in faith, including practical
habits related to prayer, choices, soul care, surrender, mentoring and legacy. The
Bible class meets each Tuesday at 10:00 am in the Choir Room. We would love it if
you would join us!

Operation Christmas child collections are being split up into specific items for
each month. We have created an Amazon wish list to make shopping easier for
you. The specific items for the collection of the month will be on the wish list with
the number of how many are needed in total. The direct link is emailed out in the
church’s Thursday email. If you do not receive those emails, you can contact the
church office and we will email you a direct link. You can also purchase the items
locally if you desire and bring them to church.

Save the Dates The church will have Wednesday Trivia Night on September 22" at
4pm. It will be held at the church and followed by pizza and salad. If you plan to
attend trivia night, please sign up on the signup sheet located in the entry of the
church so food can be planned accordingly. October 3™ the church will be having a
BBQ potluck after church please look for details to come.



Don’t forget to Volunteer. We are looking for volunteers to sign up for Coffee
fellowship, Camera Operators, and Communion Ushers. Look for sign-up sheets in
the entry on the blue table.

Our September Blood drive is the 16™, If you are interested in donating your time,
please reach out to Pam Kunz at kunzpd3@outlook.com. To donate blood sign up
at redcrossblood.org and use code lolc.

Todays Altar flowers are donated by the Ringer Family in honor of Isla & Vera
Dugan’s Baptism.

Do you like kids & sharing about Jesus?!  If so, we need your help! Children's
Sunday School class takes place from 10-10:20 am every Sunday! We need your
help to make it a fun and safe time for the kids! If you are interested in
volunteering to help with Children's Sunday School please sign up at the table in
the entrance or email Pastor Steve at revshayden@gmail.com .
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LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH
We are Built for a Purpose

Built Through Word and Sacrament -

...believing in and making faithful and frequent use of the Bible,
Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper as the means by which God gives and
sustains faith and empowers and strengthens us for Christian living.

Built Through Ongoing Learning —

...providing quality, Bible based instruction to foster greater
understanding of God’s Word and to better equip members for their
discipleship.

Built For Service —
...reaching out to others by word and deed to join in the sharing of
God’s blessings and grace, which is free to all believers.

Built For Discipleship —
...utilizing fully our time, talents, and resources to serve and love the
Lord, furthering our commission of discipleship.

Built For Fellowship —

...caring for and sharing with our church family; fostering greater love,
understanding, and concern for the physical and spiritual well-being of
all brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ.

The window behind the altar is our EASTER SUNRISE WINDOW.
The cross hanging in front of the window is an empty cross, reminding us
that Jesus rose from the dead and is alive now to be with us here and
always. Every Sunday is a celebration of Easter. The symbol on the front
of the ALTAR is a combination of two Greek letters: the “chi,” which looks
like our English “x,” and the “rho,” which looks like our “p.” In the Greek,
these letters are the first two of “Christ.” Combined as they are, they
suggest the cross. Superimposed on the cross is a heart, the reminder that
God'’s love for us is the reason Jesus died on the cross. God’s love for us

empowers us to share his love with others.




