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LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH
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God writes His Word on our Lives, building us into a Family engaged
in Spirit-filled Service.
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Elder of the Month: Kathy Kueven
Scripture reader: Sandy Mathson
Coffee & Fellowship: Kayleen Ringer
Sunday Counters: Dick Schneider & Jerry Campbell




Pre-Service Music: This is time to turn our hearts & minds toward God in preparation of

worship.
Instrumental Prelude Dr. Lev Ryabinin
Choir Anthem Dr. Youngmi Kim
Welcome
Invocation

Confession and Absolution
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

-

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.



Sermon Hymn # 902
“Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now”
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Text and tune: Public domain
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Prayer of the Day

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also, with you.

P: Almighty and merciful God, defend Your Church from all false teaching
and error that Your faithful people may confess You to be the only true
God and rejoice in Your good gifts of life and salvation; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.



The First Lesson: Jeremiah 11:18-20

18The LORD made it known to me and | knew;
then you showed me their deeds.
19But | was like a gentle lamb
led to the slaughter.
| did not know it was against me
they devised schemes, saying,
“Let us destroy the tree with its fruit,
let us cut him off from the land of the living,
that his name be remembered no more.”
20But, O LoRrD of hosts, who judges righteously,
who tests the heart and the mind,
let me see your vengeance upon them,
for to you have | committed my cause.

R: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

The Epistle Lesson
James 3:13-4:10

13Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let
him show his works in the meekness of wisdom. *But if you have bitter
jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false to
the truth. °This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is
earthly, unspiritual, demonic. *For where jealousy and selfish ambition
exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice. ’But the wisdom
from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of
mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. ¥And a harvest of
righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.

'What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not



this, that your passions are at war within you? ?You desire and do not
have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and
quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not
receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. “You
adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is
enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world
makes himself an enemy of God. °Or do you suppose it is to no purpose
that the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over the spirit that he has
made to dwell in us”? ®But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God
opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” “Submit yourselves
therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8Draw near
to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners,
and purify your hearts, you double-minded. °Be wretched and mourn
and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to
gloom. ®’Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.
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Holy Gospel: Mark 9:30-37

R: The Holy Gospel according to Mark chapter 9

C: Glory to You, O Lord.

30[The disciples] went on from there and passed through Galilee. And
[Jesus] did not want anyone to know, 3!for he was teaching his disciples,
saying to them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands
of men, and they will kill him. And when he is killed, after three days he
will rise.” 32But they did not understand the saying, and were afraid to
ask him.

33And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he
asked them, “What were you discussing on the way?” 3But they kept
silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about who was
the greatest. >>And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to
them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.”
38And he took a child and put him in the midst of them, and taking him
in his arms, he said to them, 3’“Whoever receives one such child in my
name receives me, and whoever receives me, receives not me but him
who sent me.”

R: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.



Sermon Hymn # 851

“Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”
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Text: Eliza S. Alderson, 1818-89, alt.
Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-87
Text and tune: Public domain




The Message Pastor Steve Hayden

Apostles’ Creed

C: 1 believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence
He will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering
To Our Guests: We do not charge for any of our services. All our services,
programs, and expenses are freely supported by the gifts and offerings of our
members. As our guests, you have not been invited for what you can give, but for
what God can give you. The Offering is collected at the door when you

enter.

Prayer of the Church

* Prayer of The Church
(After the pastor ends each petition with, “Lord in Your Mercy, the
congregation responds with, “Hear our prayer.”)

The Lord's Prayer

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.



Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord makes His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord looks upon you with favor and gives you peace.

C: Amen.

Congregational Hymn # 605

“Father Welcomes”
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Text and tune: Robin Mann, 1949

Text and tune: © 1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110019841




Announcements
The Dismissal

P: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God

+ Post-service Music +

GOD’S BLESSINGS to all those celebrating birthdays this week:
e Sept. 24 Roy McAllister

and Anniversaries
none for this week

Best wishes!
WEEKLY CALENDAR

Tuesday Women'’s Bible Class 10 am
Wednesday ZOOM Bible Class 10:30 am
Thursday Bread of Life 9am
Saturday Episcopal worship 5pm
Sunday Choir / Bible Class 9 am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am

Sunday Morning Bible

The apostle Matthew writes his gospel to proclaim to the world that its promised
Savior has come. Pointing to Jesus as the fulfillment of the Old Testament
prophesies, Matthew shows Jesus as the King who desires everyone to be a
member of His kingdom. Join us every Sunday morning at 9am in the church or
on Facebook for Matthew.

Wednesday Bible class - Paul’s letter to the Ephesians is about the church and
about the fellowship of believers who make up the church. It is about us, for by
faith we are the church in our time and place. We, by God’s grace, are a part of
God’s family—a family united in Christ and sustained by the Holy Spirit.

Join us on Wednesday mornings at 10:30am on Zoom for Ephesians.



Women'’s Bible study The Women’s Bible Study will wrap up the first half of their
study of In View of God’s Mercies, the Gospel of Romans, on Tuesday, May 21.
Starting June 4 and for the duration of the summer they will meet every Tuesday
morning at 10:00 am in the Choir Room for a more informal discussion derived
from weekly bible readings. They will start back up in the fall to finish their study
of the Book of Romans. Please feel free to join us on Tuesday Mornings at 10 am
in the choir room.

Upcoming Blood Drive dates are scheduled for Oct 3'9& Nov 7t . We will need
volunteers. If you are interested in volunteering email Pam Kunz at
Kunzpd3@outlook.com. To sign up to donate blood go to redcrossblood.org and
use code LOLC.

The choir meets for rehearsal every Sunday at 9 am in the choir room. You are
all invited.

Do you want to be loved?

Would you like to be greeted with a hug every Sunday?

You have a chance now to sign up as a Sunday school teacher here at Lake Oconee
and you will be loved on by our kids.

We are looking for two teachers for each Sunday. Sign up by Sunday for any
Sunday that you are available.

Sunday school starts in September, every Sunday, at 10:00 am and runs to 10:20
am. All materials are provided. See the sign up sheet on the blue table.
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Back to school support
It seems like summer just started, but before we know it, schools will be back in
session. Service/Outreach ministry asks for your support of the Greene and
Putnam Couonty schools by providing these items:

24 count boxes of crayons

Packs of #2 pencils

Glue sticks

Notebook paper

Look for the bin labeled Back-to-School Supplies in the church entry. Thank

you for your support of the childer of Greene and Putnam counties.

Operation Christmas Child — 2024

This year our Operation Christmas Child (OCC) Ministry will look just like last year.
We will have shoeboxes with instructions for you to pack your own boxes. This
way you can personalize your shoeboxes and encourage family and friends to
participate with you. Include your family, neighbors, pickleball or tennis team,
craft group, or co-workers. Celebrate your birthday, anniversary, or other special
event by packing a shoebox with your family or friends. Remember, school
supplies go on sale in July! Drop off your filled shoebox gifts throughout the year
at the church before November 10. Another option that you may find more
convenient is to build a shoebox online. Shoebox gifts built online go to the ends
of the earth to children in some of the hardest-to-reach places. Online boxes are
carefully prepared and sent by OCC, abiding by strict customs regulations to
safeguard partners who will deliver the gifts, as well as the boys and girls who
receive them. The suggested donation is $25 per shoebox. The link and
instructions are available at:

https://sampur.se/30ZCwKz

Select “BUILD A SHOEBOX ONLINE NOW” and follow instructions. By using this
link, we will be able to track our church’s progress toward our shoebox goal. You
can also make a monetary contribution to the church, and we will build a shoebox
for you (S25/shoebox).

Our “faith goal” this year is 200 boxes. Let us pray and rejoice as God works
through us to reach children with the Good News of Jesus Christ.
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UPSCALE RESALE will be held here on September 28t from 10:00 — 1:00 pm.
100% of sales are donated to Greene & Putnam County food pantries including
Bread of Life.

Just a Reminder

Lake Oconee Lutheran is able to receive gifts by credit card/debit card now. You
will find the terminal in the entryway on the shelving near the kitchen. Please be
aware that there is a charge to the church for each gift received in this way. If you
include your name on the form (screen) when it asks, the gift will show up on your
church statement, but we are unable to do that if you do not input your name. You
may also request a receipt sent to you if desired.

Volunteers needed for:

+» Altar Care there is a signhup sheet in the narthex on the front table.

¢ Sunday service camera operator. We will provide training on how to manage
it. sighup sheets are in the narthex on the front table, or you can call/email
the church office.

* Ushers’ signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table, or you can
call/email the church office.

+»» Coffee Fellowship signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table.

+¢ Little Free Pantry signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table.

+¢ Scripture readers You can contact the office for Marsha to put you on the
email list.

+» Communion assistants you can contact the office for Marsha to put you on
the email list.

¢ Sunday School teachers, 2 teachers per Sunday to rotate, sign-ups are on the
blue table.



LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH
We are Built for a Purpose

Built Through Word and Sacrament -

...believing in and making faithful and frequent use of the Bible,
Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper as the means by which God gives and
sustains faith and empowers and strengthens us for Christian living.

Built Through Ongoing Learning —

...providing quality, Bible based instruction to foster greater
understanding of God’s Word and to better equip members for their
discipleship.

Built For Service —
...reaching out to others by word and deed to join in the sharing of
God’s blessings and grace, which is free to all believers.

Built For Discipleship —
...utilizing fully our time, talents, and resources to serve and love the
Lord, furthering our commission of discipleship.

Built For Fellowship —

...caring for and sharing with our church family; fostering greater love,
understanding, and concern for the physical and spiritual well-being of
all brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ.

The window behind the altar is our EASTER SUNRISE WINDOW.
The cross hanging in front of the window is an empty cross, reminding us
that Jesus rose from the dead and is alive now to be with us here and
always. Every Sunday is a celebration of Easter. The symbol on the front
of the ALTAR is a combination of two Greek letters: the “chi,” which looks
like our English “x,” and the “rho,” which looks like our “p.” In the Greek,
these letters are the first two of “Christ.” Combined as they are, they
suggest the cross. Superimposed on the cross is a heart, the reminder that
God'’s love for us is the reason Jesus died on the cross. God’s love for us

empowers us to share his love with others.




