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November 23, 2025 
 

LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Last Sunday of the Church Year 

 

God writes His Word on our Lives, building us into a Family engaged 
in Spirit-filled Service. 

 

1089 Lake Oconee Parkway  
Eatonton, GA 31024 
Church Office: 706-485-4600 
Cheri Kitchens, Church Secretary 
www.lakeoconeelutheran.org 
Office email: officelolc@gmail.com 
 

Pastor Steven Hayden 
Pastor’s Cell: 515-360-5081 
Pastor’s email: revshayden@gmail.com 
 

  

http://www.lakeoconeelutheran.org/
mailto:revshayden@gmail.com


 

 
 

Elder of the Month: Jaye McCrea 
Scripture reader: Jaye McCrea 

Coffee & Fellowship: Evelyn Crockett 
Greeter(s): Jean Page 

Sunday Counter(s): Jean Page and Don Menke 
  



 
 

Pre-Service Music: This is time to turn our hearts & minds toward God in preparation of 
worship. 

 
Instrumental Prelude     Dr. Lev Ryabinin 
Choir Anthem       Dr. Youngmi Kim 
 
Invocation 
 

Confession and Absolution 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  
Amen. 

 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 



 
 

Hymn # 610 

“Lord Jesus, Think on Me” 
 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Prayer of the Day  

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also, with you. 

P: Lord Jesus Christ, You reign among us by the preaching of Your cross. 

Forgive Your people their offenses that we, being governed by Your 

bountiful goodness, may enter at last into Your eternal paradise; for You 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C: Amen. 

The First Lesson: Malachi 3:13–18 
13“Your words have been hard against me, says the Lord. But you 

say, ‘How have we spoken against you?’ 14You have said, ‘It is vain to 

serve God. What is the profit of our keeping his charge or of walking as in 



mourning before the Lord of hosts? 15And now we call the arrogant 

blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but they put God to the test and they 

escape.’” 

16Then those who feared the Lord spoke with one another. 

The Lord paid attention and heard them, and a book of remembrance 

was written before him of those who feared the Lord and esteemed his 

name. 17“They shall be mine, says the Lord of hosts, in the day when I 

make up my treasured possession, and I will spare them as a man spares 

his son who serves him. 18Then once more you shall see the distinction 

between the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and 

one who does not serve him.” 

R: This is the Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 

 

The Epistle Lesson: Colossians 1:13–20 

13He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred 

us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, 

the forgiveness of sins. 

 15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 

creation. 16For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, 

visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 

authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17And he is 

before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18And he is the head 

of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 

that in everything he might be preeminent. 19For in him all the fullness of 

God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him to reconcile to himself all 



things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his 

cross. 

R: This is the Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God 

Alleluia 

 

 

Holy Gospel: Luke 23:27–43 

R: The Holy Gospel according to Luke 23 

C: Glory to You, O Lord.  

 27And there followed [Jesus] a great multitude of the people and of 

women who were mourning and lamenting for him. 28But turning to them 

Jesus said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for 

yourselves and for your children. 29For behold, the days are coming when 

they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs that never bore and 

the breasts that never nursed!’ 30Then they will begin to say to the 

mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31For if they do these 

things when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 

 32Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death 

with him. 33And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, 

there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on 

his left. 34And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what 



they do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments. 35And the people 

stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved 

others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen 

One!” 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour 

wine 37and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There 

was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 

 39One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are 

you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, 

saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 

condemnation? 41And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due 

reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42And he 

said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43And he 

said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 

R: This is the Word of the Lord 

C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

  



Sermon Hymn # 534 

“Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor” 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

The Message Pastor Steven Hayden 

Apostles' Creed  

C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 



the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence 
He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Offering 

To Our Guests: We do not charge for any of our services. All our services, 

programs, and expenses are freely supported by the gifts and offerings of our 

members. As our guests, you have not been invited for what you can give, but for 

what God can give you. The Offering is collected at the door when you 

enter. 

Prayer of the Church 

* Prayer of The Church 
(After the pastor ends each petition with, “Lord in Your Mercy, the 
congregation responds with, “Hear our prayer.”) 

The Lord's Prayer 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord makes His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord looks upon you with favor and gives you peace. 

C: Amen. 
  



Congregational Hymn #804 v 1-3, 6 

“O Worship the King” 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Announcements 
 
The Dismissal 

P: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God 
 

+             Post-service Music            + 

 
  



GOD’S BLESSINGS to all those celebrating:  
Birthdays 
• 11/23  William Glenn 
• 11/23 Lucille Ringer 
• 11/26 Candy McAllister 

Anniversaries 
None this week 
 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

Sunday  Directory Photos   Before & After Worship 
Tuesday  Women’s Bible Study  10 am 
Wednesday Zoom Bible Study   10:30 am 
Wednesday Thanksgiving Eve Service 7 pm 
Thursday  Thanksgiving    Office Closed 
Sunday  Bible Class    9 am 
Sunday  Worship Service   10:30 am 

 

Sunday Morning Bible Class 

The Reformation has had an enormous influence on every area of life—

on religion, politics, education, family life, and the world of work. Most of 

this was unintentional, at least on a human level, and both good and evil 

came of it. Yet God was doing His work, bringing thousands and, 

ultimately, billions of people to the knowledge of their Savior Jesus Christ 

and to saving faith in Him. 

Join us on Sunday morning Bible study and we will examine the effects of 

the Lutheran Reformation—what consequences it had and how it 

continues to grow today.  

 Join us for each Sunday morning at 9 am in the church. This class will 

also be live-streamed on Facebook and our website. 



Wednesday morning Zoom class 

Martin Luther once identified three things that make a good theologian: 
prayer for the Holy Spirit to understand God’s Word; meditation on this 
Word; and, as the “touchstone,” enduring afflictions; afflictions not even 
though we are Christians, but afflictions because we are Christians. 
 

Luther noticed a discrepancy in his day: On the one hand, Scripture is 
filled with passages about the necessary suffering of the saints in the 
world as they follow their crucified Lord in church, home, work, and 
state. On the other hand, the teaching and practice of many seemed to 
be about avoiding this God-sent cross at all costs.  
 

Today being “religious” is widely seen as a path to freedom from pain and 
suffering. Scripture holds out a different vision, where we are shaped by 
the cross of Christ.  
 

Join us for “Cross, Suffering with Jesus” each Wednesday morning at 
10:30am on Zoom. 
 

Women’s Bible Study 

The Women’s Bible Study is meeting in the Council or meeting room 

around the big table with informal sessions and open discussion about 

the Bible and its impact on our everyday lives.  

The Women’s Bible group has launched a study of the book of 

Proverbs. The Way of Wisdom considers principles on everyday topics like 

words, work, friendship, marriage, parenting, neighborliness, money 

management, leadership influence, and more. We will discover the 

wisdom of Proverbs as an invitation to steadily walk God’s way in God’s 

world. Please plan on joining us on Tuesdays at 10:00 am in the church 

conference room for the study and the wonderful discussions we always 

have about how what we learn impacts our lives. 



Please join The Women’s Bible Study on Tuesdays at 10:00 am in the 

Council Room. 

 

Upcoming Blood Drive dates are scheduled for December 4 and January 
8. We will need volunteers. If you are interested in volunteering email 
Pam Kunz at Kunzpd3@outlook.com. To sign up to donate blood go to 
redcrossblood.org and use code LOLC.  

 

 

Flowers 
Lake Oconee Lutheran Church is thankful for all who donate flowers for 
our Sunday morning worship. If you would like to give flowers, please 
remember the following points: 
 

*If you would like the flowers to be listed in the bulletin, please include 
all the information that you want on the signup sheet: flowers given in 
memory of..., flowers given in honor of...etc. The signup sheet is located 
on the blue table in the entry. 
 

*We would ask that you specifically request or include no lilies in the 
arrangements. We have a church member who is deathly allergic to lilies 
and cannot remain in the church if they are present.  
Thank you for your help. 

Alert! A new series of emails claiming to be from Pastor is out. They 

are not from him He will never ask you to respond with gift cards. Please 

do not reply! 

 

mailto:Kunzpd3@outlook.com


Just a reminder 

 

Lake Oconee Lutheran can receive gifts by credit card/debit card now. You will find 

the terminal in the entryway on the shelving near the kitchen. Please be aware 

that there is a charge to the church for each gift received in this way. (If you 

include your name on the form (screen) when it asks, the gift will show up on 

your church statement, but we are unable to do that if you do not input your 

name). You may also request a receipt sent to you if desired. 

 

 

What do you remember about the church your family attended while you were a 

child? Perhaps you remember the look of the sanctuary. Perhaps you remember a 

certain pastor. Most likely when you think back you can remember one of your 

Sunday school teachers. After all, they were the ones who truly showed that they 

cared about you, and that God cared about you. 

We are looking for Children’s Sunday school teachers here at Lake Oconee to 
show our kids that Jesus cares about them. We would like 2 teachers for each 
Sunday. If you are willing to demonstrate God’s love to the kids of our church, 
please find the signup sheet on the blue table in the entry way. Bible school will be 
held Sunday mornings from 9:00 -10am. 
 

Our Thanksgiving Eve Service will be held 
November 26th, 2025 at 7pm. 

Hope to see you there!! 

The Church office will be closed for Thanksgiving on 11/27/25. 
 



 
Help us beautify our church for the Christmas season! You can purchase a 
poinsettia plant in honor or memory of a loved one. 

• Cost: $12 per plant 
• Sign-up: Please sign up on the blue table. 
• Deadline: November 25th 

Checks payable to Lake Oconee Lutheran Church. Note Poinsettia on memo line. 
 

Advent Soup Suppers Return! 
This Advent season, we invite you to join us for a time of fellowship and reflection. 
We are excited to host three soup suppers, each followed by an Advent service. 
Dates and Times: 

• December 3rd: Evening Supper (Soup at 6 pm, Service at 7 pm) 
• December 10th: Mid-day Supper (Soup at noon, Service at 1 pm) 
• December 17th: Evening Supper (Soup at 6 pm, Service at 7 pm) 

A sign-up sheet is available on the blue table in the sanctuary. Let us know if you 
plan to attend and/or contribute soup, crackers, bread, or dessert. We look 
forward to sharing these meals together, serving soup just as we have in past 
years! 
 

 

For a quarter of a century, the Lord has guided us in obedience to His Word and 

strengthened us for lives of service in His name. He has poured out His abundant 

blessings, and we give thanks for a bountiful harvest in our community. As we 

celebrate our 25th anniversary in February 2026, we are looking back at our 

blessings and forward to our future. 

To help commemorate the occasion, we would like to collect photographs of the 

life of our church. If you have photos to share, please email digital copies to Pam 

Kunz at kunzpd3@outlook.com or place them in her folder to be scanned and 

returned. Be sure to note your name in the back of the photo so it can be 

mailto:kunzpd3@outlook.com


returned. We are also looking to connect with former congregants who have left 

the community. Please share any current contact information you may have. 

Details for the celebration will be released in the coming months. 

 

A Morning of Fellowship and Decorating 

Get into the Christmas spirit by joining us for our "Hanging of the Greens." We 

will gather at 9 am on Saturday, December 6th, to prepare our church for the 

Advent and Christmas seasons. Many helping hands are needed to bring the 

festive spirit to life! Come for the fun and stay for the fellowship. 

 

Benefits of Singing 
• It makes you happier 

• It reduces stress, anxiety and depression 

• It brings people together 

• It exercises your lungs 

• It improves your posture 

• It shares the love of Jesus 
Please come and join our choir as we make “a joyful noise unto the Lord!” 
The choir meets for rehearsal every Sunday at 9 am in the choir room. 

 

Church Directory Update 

Thank you to everyone who had their photo taken last Sunday! If you 

missed it, please stop by after church on 11/23/25 to be included in our 



updated directory. Help us put names to faces and celebrate our church 

community. We appreciate your participation! 

   
 

 
Volunteers Needed! 

We need people to sign up to help! We need help in the Little Free 

Pantry, Coffee fellowship, greeters, ushers and more.  

You can sign up for the following Sunday Worship Volunteer Roles 

online through Sign-up Genius:  

• Greeter 

• Scripture Reader 

• Communion Assistant 

• Communion Usher 

• Coffee Fellowship 

You can call or email Cheri in the Church Office to have her send a 

link to the Sign-Up Genius website or to sign up for you. 

Additional volunteer Roles include: 

❖ Altar Care there is a signup sheet in the narthex on the front table. 
❖ Sunday service camera operator. We will provide training on how to 

manage it. signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table, or 
you can call/email the church office. 

❖ Little Free Pantry signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table.  
❖ Sunday School teachers, 2 teachers per Sunday to rotate, 

sign-ups are on the blue table. 

  



 

LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We are Built for a Purpose 

 

Built Through Word and Sacrament – 
…believing in and making faithful and frequent use of the Bible, 
Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper as the means by which God gives and 
sustains faith and empowers and strengthens us for Christian living. 
 

Built Through Ongoing Learning – 
…providing quality, Bible based instruction to foster greater 
understanding of God’s Word and to better equip members for their 
discipleship. 
 

Built For Service – 
…reaching out to others by word and deed to join in the sharing of 
God’s blessings and grace, which is free to all believers. 
 

Built For Discipleship – 
…utilizing fully our time, talents, and resources to serve and love the 
Lord, furthering our commission of discipleship. 
 

Built For Fellowship – 
…caring for and sharing with our church family; fostering greater love, 
understanding, and concern for the physical and spiritual well-being of 
all brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ. 
 

The window behind the altar is our EASTER SUNRISE WINDOW. 
The cross hanging in front of the window is an empty cross, reminding us 
that Jesus rose from the dead and is alive now to be with us here and 
always.  Every Sunday is a celebration of Easter. The symbol on the front 
of the ALTAR is a combination of two Greek letters: the “chi,” which looks 
like our English “x,” and the “rho,” which looks like our “p.” In the Greek, 
these letters are the first two of “Christ.” Combined as they are, they 
suggest the cross. Superimposed on the cross is a heart, the reminder that 
God’s love for us is the reason Jesus died on the cross. God’s love for us 
empowers us to share his love with others.  


