Wednesday December 1, 2021
Advent Service
As We Gather, We live lives filled with constant sound. But does all this sound distract us
from listening to things that might be most important? Tonight, God calls us to silence so that we
can listen, so that we can hear His voice, so that we can hear the words of life. Upon hearing his
voice, he calls us to speak. As Zechariah spoke the Benedictus, we lift our voices in praise of
God. As Zechariah proclaimed God’s salvation to others, so we tell them of the Savior who has
come and who will come again.

The Hymn
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“The

Advent of Our King”

Hymn 331 v 1, 2, 4, 6

All glory to the Son,
Who comes to set us free,
With Father, Spirit, ever one
Through all eternity.
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The Invocation
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Give glory to the coming King
Oh, come, let us worship Him.
The Spirit and the Church cry out:
Come, Lord Jesus
All those who await His appearance pray:
Come, Lord Jesus.
The whole creation pleads:
Come, Lord Jesus.
“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as
of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.”

Confession and Absolution
P: Let us confess our sins to God and ask his forgiveness.
C Loving Father, who sent Jesus as the promised child, our Savior, we confess that our
waiting has distracted our Advent and turned us to follow our own way. Forgive us for
shaping the celebration to fit our desires. Focus our eyes and hearts on the coming
Christ. Inspire us with Christ’s advent so that we shout from the housetops the Good
News that in the coming Savior God is indeed with us. Make us into your joy-filled
messengers, sharing your powerful message of salvation for all.
P Jesus has promised that the sins we forgive on earth will also be forgiven in heaven. Trusting
that precious promise, as a called and ordained minister of the Gospel, I confidently declare
to you that, in Jesus Christ, all of your sins are forgiven and you are privileged to share that
same forgiveness with all the others in your life. We are filled with Jesus’ light of life so that
we can shine among the people of this world like stars in the sky.

Old Testament Reading

1 Samuel 3:1-10
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD in the presence of Eli. And the word of the
LORD was rare in those days; there was no frequent vision. 2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had
begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his own place. 3The lamp of God
had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of
God was. 4Then the LORD called Samuel, and he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli and said, “Here
I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down.
6
And the LORD called again, “Samuel!” and Samuel arose and went to Eli and said, “Here I am,
for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7Now Samuel did not
yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 8And the LORD
called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you
called me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel,
“Go, lie down, and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant hears.’” So
Samuel went and lay down in his place. 10And the LORD came and stood, calling as at other times,
“Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant hears.”
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Gospel Reading
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Luke 1:5-24

In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, of the division of
Abijah. And he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6And they
were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and statutes of
the Lord. 7But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced in
years. 8Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty,
9
according to the custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord
and burn incense. 10And the whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of
incense. 11And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar
of incense. 12And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. 13But the
angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. 14And you will have joy and

gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15for he will be great before the Lord. And he must
not drink wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s
womb. 16And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, 17and he will go
before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and
the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.” 18And
Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is
advanced in years.” 19And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of
God, and I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20And behold, you will be
silent and unable to speak until the day that these things take place, because you did not believe
my words, which will be fulfilled in their time.” 21And the people were waiting for Zechariah,
and they were wondering at his delay in the temple. 22And when he came out, he was unable to
speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in the temple. And he kept making
signs to them and remained mute. 23And when his time of service was ended, he went to his
home. 24After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she kept herself
hidden.

The Hymn

“Once

He Came in Blessing”
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Hymn 333 v 1-3

The Message
The Prayers
Pastor:
Advent Lord, we long for your return.
People:
Come, Lord Jesus!
Pastor:
Lord and Savior, forgive us when we are too distracted by the noise around
us to listen to you. Forgive us when we grow impatient and unkind toward others and put
our preparations ahead of the people in our lives. Help us to look forward to our
celebrations with joy and peace. Advent Lord, we long for your return.
People:
Come, Lord Jesus!
Pastor:
Lord and Savior, lead us to help those in need during this holiday season, to
share with others the blessings you have given us. Comfort those who suffer in illness,
grief or loneliness, especially those we name in our hearts … Advent Lord, we long for
your return.
People:
Come, Lord Jesus!
Pastor:
Lord and Savior, because of your death and resurrection, we can now serve
you without fear, in holiness and righteousness before you all the days of our lives. Fill us
with joy as we prepare to celebrate your birth, and let our joy overflow into the lives of
others, so that they too will worship you as their Savior. Advent Lord, we long for your
return.
People:
Come, Lord Jesus!
Pastor:
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

The Blessing
Pastor;

The Lord Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, grant us a quiet night and peace at
the last.
People: Amen.

The Closing Hymn
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“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

Hymn 338

