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LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Second Sunday in Advent

God writes His Word on our Lives, building us into a Family engaged
in Spirit-filled Service.
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Elder of the Month: Don Menke
Scripture reader: Kathie Kueven
Coffee & Fellowship:
Greeter(s): Gayle & Stephen Bradford
Sunday Counter(s): Jerry Campbell & Charlie Helms




Pre-Service Music: This is time to turn our hearts & minds toward God in preparation of

worship.
Instrumental Prelude Dr. Lev Ryabinin
Choir Anthem Dr. Youngmi Kim
Welcome
Invocation

Confession and Absolution
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

-

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.



Sermon Hymn # 349

“Hark the Glad Sound”
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throne And ev - Ty voice a song.
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grace Toen - rich the hum - ble poor.
ring With  Thy be - lov - ed name.

Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-51
Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820
Text and tune: Public domain

Prayer of the Day

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also, with you.

P: Almighty and merciful God, defend Your Church from all false teaching
and error that Your faithful people may confess You to be the only true
God and rejoice in Your good gifts of life and salvation; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.



The First Lesson: Malachi 3:1-7b

1“Behold, | send my messenger and he will prepare the way before me.
And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the
messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming,
says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and
who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like
fullers’ soap. 3He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will
purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they will
bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD. “Then the offering of Judah
and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in
former years.

>“Then | will draw near to you for judgment. | will be a swift witness
against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear
falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the
widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the sojourner,
and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts.

“For | the LorD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob,
are not consumed. “From the days of your fathers you have turned aside
from my statutes and have not kept them.”

R: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God



The Epistle Lesson Philippians 1:2-11

’Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord

Jesus Christ.

3| thank my God in all my remembrance of you, *always in every
prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, >because of your
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. ®And | am sure of
this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at
the day of Jesus Christ. “It is right for me to feel this way about you all,
because | hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of
grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of
the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how | yearn for you all with the
affection of Christ Jesus. °And it is my prayer that your love may abound
more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, %o that you may
approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of
Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus
Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

Amen.

R: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
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Holy Gospel: Luke 3:1-20
R: The Holy Gospel according to Luke 3:1-20

C: Glory to You, O Lord.
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being
governor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother
Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias
tetrarch of Abilene, ?during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas,
the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness.
3And he went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. #As it is written in the
book of the words of Isaiah the prophet,

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight.
>Every valley shall be filled,

and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall become straight,

and the rough places shall become level ways,
®and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.””

’He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by
him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to
come? 8Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say
to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.” For | tell you, God is
able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. °Even now the
axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”

And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” 'And he
answered them, “Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has
none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.” *?Tax collectors also
came to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?”



13And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are authorized to do.”

14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said to
them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or by false
accusation, and be content with your wages.” °As the people were in
expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John,
whether he might be the Christ, ®John answered them all, saying, “I
baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than | is coming, the
strap of whose sandals | am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and with fire. ’His winnowing fork is in his hand, to
clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

1850 with many other exhortations he preached good news to the
people. PBut Herod the tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for
Herodias, his brother’s wife, and for all the evil things that Herod had
done, 2°added this to them all, that he locked up John in prison.

R: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.



Sermon Hymn # 344

“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”
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Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. Composite Tune: adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621 Text and tune: Public domain

The Message Pastor Steve Hayden

Apostles' Creed

C: 1 believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence
He will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



Offering
To Our Guests: We do not charge for any of our services. All our services,

programs, and expenses are freely supported by the gifts and offerings of our
members. As our guests, you have not been invited for what you can give, but for

what God can give you. The Offering is collected at the door when you
enter.

Prayer of the Church

* Prayer of The Church
(After the pastor ends each petition with, “Lord in Your Mercy, the
congregation responds with, “Hear our prayer.”)

The Lord's Prayer

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord makes His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord looks upon you with favor and gives you peace.
C: Amen.



Congregational Hymn # 936

“Sing Praise to the God of Israel”
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Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955
Tune: Christoph E. F. Weyse, 1774-1842

Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110019841

Tune: Public domain



Announcements
The Dismissal

P: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God

+ Post-service Music +

GOD’S BLESSINGS to all those celebrating birthdays this week:

e Decll Isaac Ringer
e Dec12 Jean Page

and Anniversaries
e None for this week

Best wishes!

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Sunday Council meeting following service
Wednesday Zoom Bible study 10:30 am
Wednesday Advent Soup/Service 12:00/1:00 pm
Thursday Bread of Life 11:00 am
Saturday Episcopal worship 5pm
Sunday Choir / Bible Class 9 am

Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am



Sunday Morning Bible

The apostle Matthew writes his gospel to proclaim to the world that its
promised Savior has come. Pointing to Jesus as the fulfillment of the
Old Testament prophesies, Matthew shows Jesus as the King who desires
everyone to be a member of His kingdom. Join us every Sunday
morning at 9am in the church or on Facebook for Matthew.

Wednesday Bible class - Myth or Faith?

e The New Testament is more important than the Old Testament.
e Our love for God is the motive for all we do in our lives.
e Prayer changes things.

e We go to church primarily because we get something out of it.

What do we really believe? Better yet, what does the Bible really
teach? Join us on Wednesday morning Bible class as we use God’s Word
to root out myths that often lead to confusion and disagreement in the
Church. Join us for Myth or Faith? Every Wednesday on Zoom.

Join us on Wednesday mornings at 10:30am on Zoom for Ephesians.

“The Women’s Bible Study will conclude their study on the Book of
Romans, In View of God’s Mercies, on Tuesday, December 3. They will
resume on Tuesday, January 7, 2025, with Discerning the Voice of God by
Priscilla Shirer. This weekly study will help us discover the root to clear
and daily communication with God—humble obedience. Learn how
surrender unlocks His many blessings intended for us, centers us in His
will, and helps us discern His voice in everyday life. Please join us on for
this new study on Tuesdays at 10:00 am in the Choir Room.”



The choir meets for rehearsal every Sunday at 9 am in the choir room.
You are all invited.

Upcoming Blood Drive dates are scheduled for Jan 9" and Feb 6. We
will need volunteers. If you are interested in volunteering email Pam

Kunz at Kunzpd3@outlook.com. To sign up to donate blood go to
redcrossblood.org and use code LOLC.

Again this year we will have three Advent Soup Suppers —
Dec 4™ (6:00 -7:00),

Dec 11t (12:00 — 1:00)

Dec 18" (6:00-7:00).

each will be followed by a brief Advent service.

There is a sign-up sheet on the blue table in the sanctuary.

(Please note: It was decided we will continue to serve soup as we have in
past years).

Just a reminder

Lake Oconee Lutheran can receive gifts by credit card/debit card now. You will
find the terminal in the entryway on the shelving near the kitchen. Please be
aware that there is a charge to the church for each gift received in this way. If you
include your name on the form (screen) when it asks, the gift will show up on your
church statement, but we are unable to do that if you do not input your name. You
may also request a receipt sent to you if desired.


mailto:Kunzpd3@outlook.com

Volunteers needed for:

+» Altar Care there is a signup sheet in the narthex on the front table.

¢ Sunday service camera operator. We will provide training on how to manage
it. signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table, or you can call/email
the church office.

¢ Ushers’ signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table, or you can
call/email the church office.

¢ Coffee Fellowship signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table.

+¢ Little Free Pantry signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table.

+¢ Scripture readers You can contact the office for Marsha to put you on the
email list.

+» Communion assistants you can contact the office for Marsha to put you on
the email list.

¢ Sunday School teachers, 2 teachers per Sunday to rotate, sign-ups are on the
blue table.



LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH
We are Built for a Purpose

Built Through Word and Sacrament -

...believing in and making faithful and frequent use of the Bible,
Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper as the means by which God gives and
sustains faith and empowers and strengthens us for Christian living.

Built Through Ongoing Learning —

...providing quality, Bible based instruction to foster greater
understanding of God’s Word and to better equip members for their
discipleship.

Built For Service —
...reaching out to others by word and deed to join in the sharing of
God’s blessings and grace, which is free to all believers.

Built For Discipleship —
...utilizing fully our time, talents, and resources to serve and love the
Lord, furthering our commission of discipleship.

Built For Fellowship —

...caring for and sharing with our church family; fostering greater love,
understanding, and concern for the physical and spiritual well-being of
all brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ.

The window behind the altar is our EASTER SUNRISE WINDOW.

The cross hanging in front of the window is an empty cross, reminding us
that Jesus rose from the dead and is alive now to be with us here and
always. Every Sunday is a celebration of Easter. The symbol on the front
of the ALTAR is a combination of two Greek letters: the “chi,” which looks
like our English “x,” and the “rho,” which looks like our “p.” In the Greek,
these letters are the first two of “Christ.” Combined as they are, they
suggest the cross. Superimposed on the cross is a heart, the reminder that
God'’s love for us is the reason Jesus died on the cross. God’s love for us

empowers us to share his love with others.




