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Elder of the Month: Don Menke
Scripture reader: Charlie Helms
Coffee & Fellowship: Jaye &Cindy McCrea
Sunday Counters: Larry Davis & Pam Kunz




Pre-Service Music: This is time to turn our hearts & minds toward God in preparation of

worship.
Instrumental Prelude Dr. Lev Ryabinin
Choir Anthem Dr. Youngmi Kim Director
Welcome
Invocation

Confession and Absolution
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

-

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.



Congregational Hymn # 711

“Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us”
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1 Sav - ior, like a shep - herd lead us; Much we
2 We are Yours; in love be - friend us, Be the
3 You have prom -ised to re - ceive us, Poor and
4 Ear - ly let us seek Your fa -  vor, Ear - ly
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need Your ten - der care. In Your pleas - ant pas - tures
guard -ian  of  our way; Keep Your flock, from sin de-
sin - ful though we be; You have mer - cy to re-
let us do Your will; Bless - ed Lord and on - ly
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feed us, For our use Your fold pre - pare.
fend us, Seek us when we go a - stray.
lieve us, Grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free.

Sav - ior, With Your love our spir - its fill.
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Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, You have

Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, Hear us

Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, Ear - ly

Bless - ed Je - sus, bless - ed Je - sus, You have
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bought us; we are Yours. Bless - ed Je - sus,
chil - dren when we pray. Bless - ed Je - sus,
let us turn to You. Bless - ed Je - sus,
loved us, love us still. Bless - ed Je - sus,
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bless - ed Je - sus, You have bought us; we are Yours.
bless-ed Je - sus, Hear us chil - dren when we pray.
bless-ed Je - sus, Ear - ly let us turn to  You.
bless - ed Je - sus, You have loved wus, love us  still.

Text and tune: Public domain



Prayer of the Day

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-
begotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with
pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

The First Lesson: Isaiah 40:1-11

R: 'Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. ?Speak tenderly to
Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is
pardoned, that she has received from the LOrRD’s hand double for all
her sins. 3A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. “Every valley shall
be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven
ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. >°And the glory
of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the
mouth of the LORD has spoken.” ®A voice says, “Cry!” And | said, “What
shall I cry?” All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the
field. “The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of
the LORD blows on it; surely the people are grass. 8The grass withers,
the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever. °Get you
up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice
with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say
to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” °Behold, the
Lord Gob comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his
reward is with him, and his recompense before him. *'He will tend his
flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry
them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.

R: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God



The Epistle Lesson: 2 Peter 3:8-14

R:8But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day
is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. °The Lord is
not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient
toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should
reach repentance. °But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and
then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies
will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are
done on it will be exposed. Since all these things are thus to be
dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and
godliness, ?waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God,
because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the
heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 33But according to his promise
we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which
righteousness dwells. ¥*Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for
these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at
peace.

R: This is the Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God

Alleluia
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Holy Gospel: Mark 1:1-8
R: The Holy Gospel according to St Mark chapter 1
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

R: 'The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. ?As it is
written in Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, | send my messenger before



your face, who will prepare your way, 3the voice of one crying in the
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,””
“John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. >’And all the country of Judea
and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by
him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. ®Now John was clothed
with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate
locusts and wild honey. ’And he preached, saying, “After me comes he
who is mightier than |, the strap of whose sandals | am not worthy to
stoop down and untie. 8 have baptized you with water, but he will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

R: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to You, O Christ.

Sermon Hymn # 344
“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”
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1 On Jor - dan’s bank the Bap - tist’'s cry An - nounc - es
2 Then cleansed be ev - ’ry life from sin; Make straight the
3 We hail Thee as our Sav - ior, Lord, Our ref - uge
4 Lay on the sick Thy heal - ing hand And make the
AS Al praise, e - ter - nal Son, to Thee Whose ad - vent
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that the Lord is  nigh; A - wake and hear - ken,
way for  God  with - in, And let us all our
and our great re - ward;  With - out Thy grace we
fall - en strong to stand; Show us the glo - ry
sets Thy peo - ple free, Whom with the Fa - ther
f) . ,
ﬁ" ‘-"H.“ = ~ ] ! ! i 1 i . .
g = —2—
for he brings Glad tid - ings of the King of kings!
hearts pre - pare For Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way Like flow’rs that with - er and de - cay.
of Thy face Till beau - ty springs in ev - 'ty place.

we a-dore And Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er- more.

Text and tune: Public domain



The Message Pastor Steve Hayden

Apostles’ Creed

C: 1 believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence
He will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering
To Our Guests: We do not charge for any of our services. All our services,
programs, and expenses are freely supported by the gifts and offerings of our
members. As our guests, you have not been invited for what you can give, but for
what God can give you. The Offering is collected at the door when you

enter.

Prayer of the Church

* Prayer of The Church
(After the pastor ends each petition with, “Lord in Your Mercy, the
congregation responds with, “Hear our prayer.”)

The Lord's Prayer

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.



Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.

Congregational Hymn # 346

“When All the World Was Cursed”
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1 When all the world was cursed By Mo-ses’ con - dem-na - tion,
2 Be - fore he yet was born, He leaped in joy - ful meet - ing,
3 Be - hold the Lamb of God That bears the world’s trans-gres - sion,
40 grant, dear Lord of love, That we re - ceive, re - joic - ing,
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Saint John the Bap - tist came With words of con -so-la - tion.
Con - fess-ing Him as Lord Whose moth-er he was greet - ing.
Whose sac - ri - fice re - moves The dev-il’s dread op - pres - sion.
The word pro-claimed by John, Our true re - pen-tance voic - ing,
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With true fore - run-ner’s zeal The great-er One he named,
By Jor-dan’s roll - ing stream, A new E - li - jah bold,
Be - hold the Lamb of God, Who takes a - way our sin,
That glad -ly we may walk Up - on our Sav-ior's way

e e s e
#r {P! "‘J,,d_

T

And Him, as yet un-known, As Sav -ior he pro - claimed.
He tes-ti-fied of Him Of whom the proph - ets told:
Who for our peace and joy Will full a - tone-ment win.
Un - til we live with Him In His e - ter - nal day.

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110019841

Tune: Public domain

Announcements

The Dismissal

P: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!



+ Post-service Music +

GOD’S BLESSINGS to all those celebrating birthdays this week:
e December 11 Isaac Ringer
e December 16 Shirley Mai

and anniversaries
e December 10 Jim & Lucie McNeil

Best wishes!

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Today Council Meeting After Worship
Tuesday Women’s Bible Class 10 am
Wednesday ZOOM Bible Class 10:30 am
Wednesday Soup Lunch 12pm
Wednesday Advent Service lpm
Thursday Bread of Life Distribution 1lam
Saturday Episcopal worship 5pm
Sunday Bible Class (In Person) 9am
Sunday Choir Rehearsal 9am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am

Sunday Morning Bible Class Many people who are great by the world’s standards
expect to be served by others. Not our Lord Jesus. Jesus took on the lowly form of a
man to serve humanity and to sacrifice His life to ransom us from sin, death, and the
devil. In his Gospel, Mark speaks to us today about the meaning of Jesus’ sacrifice
and resurrection for us and His call to follow Him in a life of servanthood and
sacrifice. Join us each Sunday in the Sanctuary or Live on Facebook during Bible class
beginning at 9 am for Mark.

Wednesday Bible Class The Dictionary defines a hero as:

1. a person noted for courageous acts or (2) a person with nobility of
character who is regarded as a role model or ideal: as in-He became a
local hero when he saved the drowning child or My older sister is my hero.



So, when we talk about the Heroes of the Faith, we are highlighting men and
women in the Bible who overcame extraordinary difficulties and show
extraordinary faith. However, often to our surprise, their stories show that God
doesn’t make heroes. God chooses ordinary people, quiet people, perhaps even
unknown people—people like you—to do His extraordinary work. These people
are not held up as towers of strength and ability. Rather, we see, God is the true
hero of each Bible story! These lessons will show how God forgave, sustained, and
empowered that person to be able to serve Him, even as He promises to do with
you and me today. Join us each Wednesday morning as we study the Quiet
Heroes of the Faith at 10:30 am on Zoom.

Women'’s Bible Study will be starting a less formal study format for the month of
December that anyone is invited to attend. Again, we meet on Tuesdays at 10:00
am in the Choir Room.”

We have all read the stories and heard the lessons in church, but what if we could
stand in those very spots today? In October 2024 Pastor and Linda will be leading
a tour to "Walk in the Footsteps of Paul". Experience with them the Bible coming
to life as we follow in the footsteps of the Apostle Paul and walk through the Bible
lands ourselves. This 10 day tour will take us to many of the places Paul visited
and which we have heard about: Thessaloniki (Thessalonians), Philippi
(Philippians), Ephesus (Ephesians), Corinth (Corinthians), Crete (where Paul left
Titus to serve as pastor), and Athens. We will also visit the island of Patmos where
the Apostle John experienced the Revelation and more. In the midst of the trip
we will board a ship for a three day Mediterranean cruise.

Talk to Pastor Steve for an itinerary, pricing, more information or if you have any
questions.

Advent Soup Suppers will be held the following Wednesdays.

December 13th: Soup @12pm service @1pm

December 20: Soup @6pm service @7pm

To sign up to bring a soup or dessert you can find the signup sheet on the blue
table in the entryway of the church.

Upcoming Blood Drive dates are scheduled for Jan 11th, Feb 8th & March 7th.
We will need volunteers. If you are interested in volunteering email Pam Kunz at

Kunzpd3@outlook.com. To sign up to donate blood go to redcrossblood.org and
use code LOLC.
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Praise God for a successful National Collection Week! We dropped off 19 cartons
of shoeboxes (268 individual shoeboxes) in Milledgeville on Monday. Our cartons
were the last to get loaded onto the truck headed to the Atlanta Processing Center
for inspection. Lake Oconee Lutheran Church packed 51 shoeboxes and built 173
on-line for a total of 224. Thank you to all who participated in this amazing
ministry.



LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH
We are Built for a Purpose

Built Through Word and Sacrament -

...believing in and making faithful and frequent use of the Bible,
Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper as the means by which God gives and
sustains faith and empowers and strengthens us for Christian living.

Built Through Ongoing Learning —

...providing quality, Bible based instruction to foster greater
understanding of God’s Word and to better equip members for their
discipleship.

Built For Service —
...reaching out to others by word and deed to join in the sharing of
God’s blessings and grace, which is free to all believers.

Built For Discipleship —
...utilizing fully our time, talents, and resources to serve and love the
Lord, furthering our commission of discipleship.

Built For Fellowship —

...caring for and sharing with our church family; fostering greater love,
understanding, and concern for the physical and spiritual well-being of
all brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ.

The window behind the altar is our EASTER SUNRISE WINDOW.
The cross hanging in front of the window is an empty cross, reminding us
that Jesus rose from the dead and is alive now to be with us here and
always. Every Sunday is a celebration of Easter. The symbol on the front
of the ALTAR is a combination of two Greek letters: the “chi,” which looks
like our English “x,” and the “rho,” which looks like our “p.” In the Greek,
these letters are the first two of “Christ.” Combined as they are, they
suggest the cross. Superimposed on the cross is a heart, the reminder that
God'’s love for us is the reason Jesus died on the cross. God’s love for us

empowers us to share his love with others.




