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December 22nd, 2024 
 

LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Fourth Sunday in Advent 

 
 

God writes His Word on our Lives, building us into a Family engaged 
in Spirit-filled Service. 

 

1089 Lake Oconee Parkway  
Eatonton, GA 31024 
Church Office: 706-485-4600 
Marsha Brewster Church Secretary 
www.lakeoconeelutheran.org 
Office email: officelolc@gmail.com 
 

Pastor Steven Hayden 
Pastor’s Cell: 515-360-5081 
Pastor’s email: revshayden@gmail.com 
 

  

http://www.lakeoconeelutheran.org/
mailto:revshayden@gmail.com


 

 
 

Elder of the Month: Don Menke 
Scripture reader: Sandy Mathson 

Coffee & Fellowship: Reda & Mike Joost 
Greeter(s): Jaye and Cindy McCrea 

Sunday Counter(s): Terry Pedersen & Charlie Crouch 
Ushers:  

The flowers on the Altar today are given by: 
 Lance Pailer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pre-Service Music: This is time to turn our hearts & minds toward God in preparation of 
worship. 

 
Instrumental Prelude     Dr. Lev Ryabinin 
Choir Anthem       Dr. Youngmi Kim 
Welcome 

 

Invocation 
 

Confession and Absolution 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 



Sermon Hymn # 346 

“When All the World Was Cursed” 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635–1711; tr. Paul E. Kretzmann, 1883–1965, alt. 

Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629–1701 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110019841 

Tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Day  

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also, with you. 
P: Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that 

the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and 
mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 



The First Lesson: Micah 5:2–5a 
2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among 
the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to 
be ruler in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in 
labor has given birth; then the rest of his brothers shall return 
to the people of Israel. 
4And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the 
LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall 
dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth. 
5And he shall be their peace. 

 

R: This is the Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
 

The Epistle Lesson Hebrews 10:5–10 
5When Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings you 
have not desired, but a body have you prepared for me; 6in burnt 
offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure. 
7Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, 
as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’” 
8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in 
sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are 
offered according to the law), 9then he added, “Behold, I have come to 
do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 
10And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the 
body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
 

Amen. 

R: This is the Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
 



Alleluia 

 

 
 

 

Holy Gospel: Luke 1:39–56 

R: The Holy Gospel according to Luke 1 

C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
39In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to 
a town in Judah, 40and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth. 41And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby 
leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42and 
she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43And why is this granted to me that 
the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44For behold, when the 
sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped 
for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a 
fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.” 
46And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in 
God my Savior, 48for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 
For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his 
name. 50And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to 
generation. 
51He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the 
thoughts of their hearts; 52he has brought down the mighty from their 
thrones and exalted those of humble estate; 53he has filled the hungry 
with good things, and the rich he has sent empty away. 



54He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 
55as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 
56And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her 
home. 
 

R: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
 Sermon Hymn # 357 

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. Tune: French, 15th cent. Text and tune: Public domain 



The Message Pastor Steve Hayden 

 

Apostles' Creed  

C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence 
He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Offering 

To Our Guests: We do not charge for any of our services. All our services, 

programs, and expenses are freely supported by the gifts and offerings of our 

members. As our guests, you have not been invited for what you can give, but for 

what God can give you. The Offering is collected at the door when you 

enter. 

Prayer of the Church 

* Prayer of The Church 
(After the pastor ends each petition with, “Lord in Your Mercy, the 
congregation responds with, “Hear our prayer.”) 

The Lord's Prayer 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 



Benediction  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord makes His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord looks upon you with favor and gives you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

Congregational Hymn # 366  

“It Came upon the Midnight Clear” 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810–76, alt. 

Tune: Richard S. Willis, 1819–1900 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 



Announcements 

The Dismissal 

P: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God 

 

+             Post-service Music            + 

GOD’S BLESSINGS to all those celebrating birthdays this week: 
 

• Dec 23  Lance Pailer 

• Dec 25  Glenn Papit 

• Dec 28  Audrey Kunz 
 

and Anniversaries 

• Dec 24  Glenn & Alba Papit 

• Dec 27  Jean & Pat Page 

• Dec 28  David & Cindy Plummer 
  

        Best wishes! 
 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

Tuesday  Christmas Eve Service  7:00 pm 
Wednesday Christmas Day Service  10:00 am 

(Communion)  
Sunday  Choir / Bible Class   9 am 
Sunday  Worship Service   10:30 am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sunday Morning Bible 

The apostle Matthew writes his gospel to proclaim to the world that its 
promised Savior has come.  Pointing to Jesus as the fulfillment of the 
Old Testament prophesies, Matthew shows Jesus as the King who desires 
everyone to be a member of His kingdom.  Join us every Sunday 
morning at 9am in the church or on Facebook for Matthew. 

 
Wednesday Bible class - Myth or Faith? 

• The New Testament is more important than the Old Testament. 

• Our love for God is the motive for all we do in our lives. 

• Prayer changes things. 

• We go to church primarily because we get something out of it. 

What do we really believe?  Better yet, what does the Bible really 

teach? Join us on Wednesday morning Bible class as we use God’s Word 

to root out myths that often lead to confusion and disagreement in the 

Church. Join us for Myth or Faith? Every Wednesday on Zoom at 10:30. 

 
“The Women’s Bible Study will resume on Tuesday, January 7, 2025, 

with Discerning the Voice of God by Priscilla Shirer. This weekly study will 

help us discover the root to clear and daily communication with God—

humble obedience. Learn how surrender unlocks His many blessings 

intended for us, centers us in His will, and helps us discern His voice in 

everyday life. Please join us on for this new study on Tuesdays at 10:00 

am in the Choir Room.” 

 

The choir meets for rehearsal every Sunday at 9 am in the choir room.  
You are all invited. 



Upcoming Blood Drive dates are scheduled for Jan 9th and Feb 6th. We 
will need volunteers. If you are interested in volunteering email Pam 
Kunz at Kunzpd3@outlook.com. To sign up to donate blood go to 
redcrossblood.org and use code LOLC.  
 

Just a reminder 

Lake Oconee Lutheran can receive gifts by credit card/debit card now.  You will 

find the terminal in the entryway on the shelving near the kitchen.  Please be 

aware that there is a charge to the church for each gift received in this way. If you 

include your name on the form (screen) when it asks, the gift will show up on your 

church statement, but we are unable to do that if you do not input your name. You 

may also request a receipt sent to you if desired. 

 
 
 
Volunteers needed for: 
❖ Altar Care there is a signup sheet in the narthex on the front table. 
❖ Sunday service camera operator. We will provide training on how to manage 

it. signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table, or you can call/email 
the church office. 

❖ Ushers’ signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table, or you can 
call/email the church office. 

❖ Coffee Fellowship signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table. 
❖ Little Free Pantry signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table.  
❖ Scripture readers You can contact the office for Marsha to put you on the 

email list.  
❖ Communion assistants you can contact the office for Marsha to put you on 

the email list. 
❖ Sunday School teachers, 2 teachers per Sunday to rotate, sign-ups are on the 

blue table. 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:Kunzpd3@outlook.com


LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We are Built for a Purpose 

 

Built Through Word and Sacrament – 
…believing in and making faithful and frequent use of the Bible, 
Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper as the means by which God gives and 
sustains faith and empowers and strengthens us for Christian living. 
 

Built Through Ongoing Learning – 
…providing quality, Bible based instruction to foster greater 
understanding of God’s Word and to better equip members for their 
discipleship. 
 

Built For Service – 
…reaching out to others by word and deed to join in the sharing of 
God’s blessings and grace, which is free to all believers. 
 

Built For Discipleship – 
…utilizing fully our time, talents, and resources to serve and love the 
Lord, furthering our commission of discipleship. 
 

Built For Fellowship – 
…caring for and sharing with our church family; fostering greater love, 
understanding, and concern for the physical and spiritual well-being of 
all brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ. 
 

The window behind the altar is our EASTER SUNRISE WINDOW. 
The cross hanging in front of the window is an empty cross, reminding us 
that Jesus rose from the dead and is alive now to be with us here and 
always.  Every Sunday is a celebration of Easter. The symbol on the front 
of the ALTAR is a combination of two Greek letters: the “chi,” which looks 
like our English “x,” and the “rho,” which looks like our “p.” In the Greek, 
these letters are the first two of “Christ.” Combined as they are, they 
suggest the cross. Superimposed on the cross is a heart, the reminder that 
God’s love for us is the reason Jesus died on the cross. God’s love for us 
empowers us to share his love with others. 

 


