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December 24, 2023 
 

LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Fourth Sunday in Advent 

A Stephen Ministry Congregation 
 
 

God writes His Word on our Lives, building us into a Family engaged 
in Spirit-filled Service. 

 

1089 Lake Oconee Parkway  
Eatonton, GA 31024 
Church Office: 706-485-4600 
Sonya Plunkett Church Secretary 
www.lakeoconeelutheran.org 
Office email: officelolc@gmail.com 
 

Pastor Steven Hayden 
Pastor’s Cell: 515-360-5081 
Pastor’s email: revshayden@gmail.com 
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Elder of the Month: Don Menke  
Scripture reader: Robert Elkins 

Coffee & Fellowship:  
Sunday Counters: Dick Schneider & Jerry Campbell 

Altar Flowers: For Christmas Blessings 



Pre-Service Music: This is time to turn our hearts & minds toward God in preparation of 
worship. 

Instrumental Prelude     Dr. Lev Ryabinin 
Choir Anthem       Dr. Youngmi Kim Director 
Welcome 

 

Invocation 
 

Confession and Absolution 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



Congregational Hymn # 389 

“Let All Together Praise Our God” 

 

 

 
 

5 He is a servant, I a lord: 
    How great a mystery! 
How strong the tender Christ Child’s love! 
    No truer friend than He, 
    No truer friend than He. 

6 He is the key and He the door 
    To blessèd paradise; 
The angel bars the way no more. 
    To God our praises rise, 
    To God our praises rise. 

D 7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 
    Lord Jesus, we adore 
And praise to God the Father yield 
    And Spirit evermore; 
    We praise You evermore. 

Text (sts. 1, 3–7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110019841 
Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain 



Prayer of the Day  

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that 

the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and 
mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

The First Lesson:  2 Samuel 7:1-11,16 
R: 1Now when the king lived in his house and the LORD had given him rest 

from all his surrounding enemies, 2the king said to Nathan the prophet, 
“See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a 
tent.” 3And Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is in your heart, for 
the LORD is with you.” 4But that same night the word of the LORD came 
to Nathan, 5“Go and tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD: Would 
you build me a house to dwell in? 6I have not lived in a house since the 
day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have 
been moving about in a tent for my dwelling. 7In all places where I 
have moved with all the people of Israel, did I speak a word with any of 
the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, 
saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?”’ 8Now, 
therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says 
the LORD of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the 
sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel. 9And I have 
been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies 
from before you. And I will make for you a great name, like the name 
of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my 
people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own 
place and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them no 
more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges over my 
people Israel. And I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, 



the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. . . . 16And 
your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. 
Your throne shall be established forever.’” 

R: This is the Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God 
 

The Epistle Lesson:  Romans 16:25-27 

R: 25Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel 
and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the 
mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26but has now been 
disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to 
all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring 
about the obedience of faith— 27to the only wise God be glory 
forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. 

R: This is the Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
 
Alleluia  

 

 
 

 

 

Holy Gospel: Luke 1:26–38 

R: The Holy Gospel according to St Luke chapter 1 

C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
R: 26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of 

Galilee named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name 
was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was 



Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the 
Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and 
tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30And the angel 
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 
God. 31And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 
you shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the 
Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of 
his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, 
and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34And Mary said to the angel, 
“How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 35And the angel answered her, 
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called 
holy—the Son of God. 36And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old 
age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who 
was called barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38And 
Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me 
according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 

R: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sermon Hymn # 357 v1-3,6-7 

“O come, O come, Emmanuel” 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

The Message Pastor Steve Hayden 

 

Apostles' Creed  

C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 



Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence 
He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Offering 
To Our Guests: We do not charge for any of our services. All our services, 

programs, and expenses are freely supported by the gifts and offerings of our 

members. As our guests, you have not been invited for what you can give, but for 

what God can give you. The Offering is collected at the door when you 

enter. 

Prayer of the Church 

* Prayer of The Church 
(After the pastor ends each petition with, “Lord in Your Mercy, the 
congregation responds with, “Hear our prayer.”) 

The Lord's Prayer 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 
 



Congregational Hymn # 380 

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Announcements 
 

The Dismissal 

P: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 
 
 



+             Post-service Music            + 

 

GOD’S BLESSINGS to all those celebrating birthdays this week: 
• December 28 Audrey Kunz 

• December 30 Alison Ringer 
 

and anniversaries 
• December 10 Jim & Lucie McNeil 

 

        Best wishes! 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

Today   Christmas Eve Worship    7pm 
Monday  Christmas Day Worship    10am 
Tuesday  Women’s Bible Class    10 am 
Wednesday ZOOM Bible Class     No Bible Cass 
Thursday  Bread of Life Distribution   11 am 
Saturday  Episcopal worship     5 pm 
Sunday  Bible Class (In Person)    9 am 
Sunday  Choir Rehearsal     9 am 
Sunday  Worship Service     10:30 am 

 

Sunday Morning Bible Class Many people who are great by the world’s standards 
expect to be served by others. Not our Lord Jesus. Jesus took on the lowly form of a 
man to serve humanity and to sacrifice His life to ransom us from sin, death, and the 
devil. In his Gospel, Mark speaks to us today about the meaning of Jesus’ sacrifice 
and resurrection for us and His call to follow Him in a life of servanthood and 
sacrifice. Join us each Sunday in the Sanctuary or Live on Facebook during Bible class 
beginning at 9 am for Mark. 
 

Women’s Bible Study Starting Tuesday, January 9, 2024, the Women’s Bible Study 

will be studying the Lutheran catechism for adults presented by Pastor Steve. This 

study will take between 6-8 weeks and we will see the importance of the truths 

from God’s Word for our lives and and will grow in our deep appreciation for all 

that Jesus Christ has done as our Savior. Because we think this session will be of 



interest to all our parishioners, it will be open to anyone who wishes to attend. We 

will meet on Tuesdays at 10:00 am in the Choir Room.  

We have all read the stories and heard the lessons in church, but what if we could 
stand in those very spots today?  In October 2024 Pastor and Linda will be leading 
a tour to "Walk in the Footsteps of Paul". Experience with them the Bible coming 
to life as we follow in the footsteps of the Apostle Paul and walk through the Bible 
lands ourselves.  This 10 day tour will take us to many of the places Paul visited 
and which we have heard about:  Thessaloniki (Thessalonians), Philippi 
(Philippians), Ephesus (Ephesians), Corinth (Corinthians), Crete (where Paul left 
Titus to serve as pastor), and Athens. We will also visit the island of Patmos where 
the Apostle John experienced the Revelation and more.  In the midst of the trip 
we will board a ship for a three day Mediterranean cruise.  

 
Talk to Pastor Steve for an itinerary, pricing, more information or if you have any 
questions. 

Upcoming Blood Drive scheduled for Jan 11, Feb 8, & March 7 and we will need 

volunteers. If you are interested in volunteering email Pam Kunz at 

Kunzpd3@outlook.com. To sign up to donate blood go to redcrossblood.org and 

use code LOLC.  

Christmas Services will be held as follows:  

December 24 eve @7pm (Candlelight Service) 

December 25 @10 am (Communion) 

December 31 @10:30 am (Communion) 

There will be No Adult Bible Class Sunday Dec 24th or Dec 31st. 

 

2024 offering envelopes are available for you to pick up by the family folders.  
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The Poinsettias that Decorate the church were donated by 

Carol & Jerry Campbell  In memory of their parents 

Carol Cambell    In memory of her brother 

Lance & Jerry Pailer   In memory of their mothers Marie & Mary 

Jack & Rosalyn Carson  In Memory of their parents, Julie , & Sue 

Jaye & Cindy McCrea  In memory of their parents 

Don & Pam Menke   In memory of their loved ones 

Mike & Reda Joost   In Memory of their parents 

Alison Vancott    Those before us 

Shirley & Bob Mai x2  In memory of their parents 

Susan & Walter Krause x2 In memory of their parents 

Janis & Mara Lipacis  In memory of their parents 

Rosemary Bonnough  In memory of Clay Bonnough 

Pat & Jean Page   In memory of their parents 

Davis Mortensen   In memory of Ann & Cathy 

Kathy & Gary Roper  In memory of their parents & son 

Robert & Marcia Elkins In memory of their parents Carl & Nippy 

Johnson, Edward & Marian Elkins 

 

 

  



 

LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We are Built for a Purpose 

 

Built Through Word and Sacrament – 
…believing in and making faithful and frequent use of the Bible, 
Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper as the means by which God gives and 
sustains faith and empowers and strengthens us for Christian living. 
 

Built Through Ongoing Learning – 
…providing quality, Bible based instruction to foster greater 
understanding of God’s Word and to better equip members for their 
discipleship. 
 

Built For Service – 
…reaching out to others by word and deed to join in the sharing of 
God’s blessings and grace, which is free to all believers. 
 

Built For Discipleship – 
…utilizing fully our time, talents, and resources to serve and love the 
Lord, furthering our commission of discipleship. 
 

Built For Fellowship – 
…caring for and sharing with our church family; fostering greater love, 
understanding, and concern for the physical and spiritual well-being of 
all brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ. 
 

The window behind the altar is our EASTER SUNRISE WINDOW. 
The cross hanging in front of the window is an empty cross, reminding us 
that Jesus rose from the dead and is alive now to be with us here and 
always.  Every Sunday is a celebration of Easter. The symbol on the front 
of the ALTAR is a combination of two Greek letters: the “chi,” which looks 
like our English “x,” and the “rho,” which looks like our “p.” In the Greek, 
these letters are the first two of “Christ.” Combined as they are, they 
suggest the cross. Superimposed on the cross is a heart, the reminder that 
God’s love for us is the reason Jesus died on the cross. God’s love for us 
empowers us to share his love with others. 

 


