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LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Christmas Day 

 
A Stephen Ministry Congregation 

 

God writes His Word on our Lives, building us into a Family engaged 
in Spirit-filled Service. 

 

1089 Lake Oconee Parkway  
Eatonton, GA 31024 
Church Office: 706-485-4600 
Sonya Plunkett Church Secretary 
www.lakeoconeelutheran.org 
Office email: officelolc@gmail.com 
 

Pastor Steven Hayden 
Pastor’s Cell: 515-360-5081 

Pastor’s email: revshayden@gmail.com 
 

Aids for hearing, children’s activity bulletins, and large print bulletins are 
available from the ushers   
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In Preparation of Holy Communion 

 The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession that, as He says, our 
Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to 
drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. 
Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any 
refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us.   
For further study, see Matthew 5:23f, 10:32f, 18:15-35, 26:26-29, 1 Cor. 11:17-34 
 We welcome to the Lord’s Supper all Christians who are baptized, who have communed in 
a Christian church, and who share our understanding that, along with the bread and wine, we 
receive the very body and blood of our living Lord Jesus—for the strengthening of our faith and 
witness. 
 The glasses in the very center of each tray contain non-alcoholic wine for the use of those 
receiving communion who are unable to drink alcohol. Communicants may choose to receive 
the wine in an individual cup, from the Chalice (the Common Cup) or by immersing the wafer in 
the Chalice (also called intinction). It is very helpful to keep your empty glass visible so Pastor 
can see if you desire the Common Cup. 
 Children who do not commune are invited to come to the rail for a blessing.  
 If you need communion brought to your seat, please let an usher know. 
 

Before Communing 

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy body 
and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the 
salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your Holy Spirit that I may be ever watchful and live 
a true and godly life in Your service; through Jesus Christ, my Lord Amen 

 

Elder of the Month: Virginia Daley  
Scripture Reader: Tom Mathson 

Communion Assistant: Tom Mathson  
Ushers:  

Coffee Fellowship: No Coffee Fellowship 



Pre-Service Music: This is time to turn our hearts & minds toward God in preparation of 
worship. 

Instrumental Prelude        Lev Ryabinin 
Soloist          Youngmi Kim 
Welcome 

Please Stand 
 

(You are invited to wish those around you God’s peace.) 

Congregational Hymn # 384 v 1-3,5 

“Of the Father’s Love Begotten” 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 



Please stand for the Invocation. 

Invocation 
P: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

Confession and Absolution 
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

Kyrie 

P: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 

God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise 

let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 



P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C: Amen.  
 

Please be seated 

This Is the Feast 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 



Prayer of the Day  
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the 

flesh may set us free from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

The First Lesson: Isaiah 62:10-12 
R: 

10Go through, go through the gates; prepare the way for the people; 
build up, build up the highway; clear it of stones; lift up a signal over 
the peoples. 11Behold, the LORD has proclaimed to the end of the earth: 
Say to the daughter of Zion, “Behold, your salvation comes; behold, his 
reward is with him, and his recompense before him.” 12And they shall 
be called The Holy People, The Redeemed of the LORD; and you shall be 
called Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken. 

R: This is the word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God 
 
The Epistle Lesson:  Galatians 4:1-7 
R: 

1I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a 
slave, though he is the owner of everything, 2but he is under guardians 
and managers until the date set by his father. 3In the same way we also, 
when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of 
the world. 4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his 
Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those who were 
under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6And because 
you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 
“Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, 
then an heir through God. 

R: This is the word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God 



Please Stand 
 

Common Alleluia and Verse 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel: John 1:1-18 
R: The Holy Gospel according to St John chapter 1 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 

R: 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were 
made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was 
made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 6There 
was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a 
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through 
him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 
9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
10He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the 
world did not know him. 11He came to his own, and his own people did 
not receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13who were born, 
not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of 
God. 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and 
truth. 15(John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of 
whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was 
before me.’”) 16And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon 
grace. 17For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came 



through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is 
at the Father’s side, he has made him known. 

R: This is the word of the Lord 

C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

Please be seated 

 
Sermon Hymn # 389 v1-3,7 

“Let All Together Praise Our God” 

 

 

 
 

7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 
    Lord Jesus, we adore 
And praise to God the Father yield 
    And Spirit evermore; 
    We praise You evermore. 

 

© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010599. 

Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Message  Pastor Steve Hayden 

Please Stand 

 

Nicene Creed 
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth and of all things visible and invisible.  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God 
of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified 
also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the 
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will 
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Offering 
To Our Guests: We do not charge for any of our services. All our services, 

programs, and expenses are freely supported by the gifts and offerings 

of our members. As our guests, you have not been invited for what you 

can give, but for what God can give you. The Offering is collected at the 

door when you enter. 

 



Prayer of the Church 

* (After the pastor ends each petition with, “Lord in Your Mercy, the 

congregation responds with, “Hear our prayer.”) 

 

Lord's Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Preface 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Proper Preface  

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the 
grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 
 
 
 



Sanctus 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Words of Our Lord   

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 
and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this 
cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 

 
The Distribution 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Communion Hymn # 368 

“Angels We Have Heard on High” 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

 

 

Please Stand 

Post-Communion Collect 
P: Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent 
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen 
Benediction 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 



The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

Congregational Hymn # 387 

“Joy to the World” 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

Announcements 
 

The Dismissal 

P: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 

 



+             Post-service Music            + 

Todays Altar Flowers are in honor of Jesus’ Birthday 
GOD’S BLESSINGS to all those celebrating birthdays this week: 

• December 30 Alison Ringer 
 

and anniversaries: 
• No Anniversaries this week! 
        Best wishes! 
 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

Tuesday  Women’s Bible Class   No Bible Class 
Wednesday Zoom Bible Class    No Bible Class 
Saturday  Episcopal Worship Service  5 pm 
Sunday  Adult Bible School    9 am 
Sunday  Choir Rehearsal    9:00am 
Sunday  Worship Service    10:30 am 
 

 

Sunday Morning Bible Class The Good Samaritan. The Prodigal Son. The Pharisee 

and the Tax Collector. These stories from Jesus—recorded exclusively by St. Luke—

are some of the most beloved in Holy Scripture. But despite the popularity of these 

passages, many students of Scripture would find it hard to describe what’s unique 

about Luke’s account of Jesus’ life. They could not tell you what concerns drove 

Luke to take up his pen and write. Luke’s Gospel is a careful history of Jesus’ life, 

death, resurrection, and ascension. But Luke’s history, and Jesus’ story, does not 

end with Jesus rising above the clouds. Prior to ascending into heaven, Jesus 

opened the minds of the apostles so that they could understand the Scriptures. He 

then commissioned them to preach the Good News about Him to all the nations 

(Luke 24:45–47). Thus, Christ’s work continues today as He applies the benefits of 

His life, death, and resurrection—through His Word and Sacraments—personally 

and individually through the ministry of His Church. Luke is indeed a narrative 

about Christ, but it is even more. Through His means of grace Christ includes our 



story into His own.  Join us on Sunday mornings @9am for The Gospel of Luke in 

person at church or live streamed on Facebook.  

Wednesday Zoom Bible Class. We all have sung hymns in worship (and often 

complained about them). But what are they actually? Are they just musical 

entertainment, breaks where we can whisper to others or go to the restroom, time 

to stretch or re-arrange? Lutheran hymns are not breaks from worship, but a 

central part of worship. They concisely teach pure, clear Biblical doctrine in a way 

that reinforces the theme of the day in worship and teaches us using music. Hymns 

have always been a part of Lutheran worship beginning with Martin Luther who 

urged churches to use them as a vehicle for proclaiming the Gospel. He writes, 

“Next to theology, I accord to music the highest place and greatest honor.” Join us 

on Wednesday mornings at 10:30am for our Zoom Bible study as we study the 

Biblical teaching of the Hymn of the Day which will be sung at the next Sunday 

Worship service. There will be no bible class Wed. Dec 28th. 

Women’s Bible Study. The Women’s Bible Study group will be reading and 

discussing the Women of the Bible. Please join us in fellowship as we learn about 

the many women in Scripture that the Lord has called upon. They come from all 

walks of life and stepped up when the Lord made them a part of His plans. The 

book highlights 12 of these women and the valuable lessons we can learn from 

their stories, inspiring us to persevere through tough times and listen when He calls 

us in our hearts. Women’s Bible Class meets at 10:00 am on Tuesday in the Choir 

Room. There will be No Bible class Dec 27th. 

Don’t forget to Volunteer. There are several Volunteer positions we are looking to 

and excited to fill. If you are interested in serving, please check out the table in the 

entryway to see all of the ways to serve.  

Upcoming Blood Drive dates are scheduled for Jan 12, Feb 9, & Mar 9 and we will 

need volunteers. If you are interested in volunteering email Pam Kunz at 

Kunzpd3@outlook.com. To sign up to donate blood got to redcrossblood.org and 

use code LOLC.  

 

 

mailto:Kunzpd3@outlook.com


The Poinsettias that Decorate the church were donated by 

Mike & Reda Joost   In memory of our parents 

Roger & Linda Andersen  In memory of our parents 

Pat & Jean Page   In memory of our parents 

Candy & Roy McAllister  In memory of our parents 

Jack Rosalyn Carson  In memory of our parents 

Donna & Charlie Crouch  In memory of our parents 

Robert & Marcia Elkins  In memory of our parents 

Mara & Janis Lipacis  Tis The Season 

Cindy & Charlie Helms   In memory of our parents 

Cindy & Charlie Hems  In memory of our parents 

Jerry & Lance Pailer   In memory of our mothers Marie & Mary 

Davis Mortensen & Family In memory of Ann & Cathy 

Tom & Peggy Uehlin  In memory of our parents 

Tom & Peggy Uehlin  In memory of our parents 

Tom & Peggy Uehlin  In memory of our son, Craig Zachary Smith 

Sue Davis     In memory of my parents & brother 

Carol Campbell   In memory of my mom 

Jerry Campbell   In memory of my parents 

Reda Joost     My good friend Carol 

Shirley Mai    In memory of my mother 

Mark & Monica Ketchie  In memory of our fathers 

Mark & Monica Ketchie  In honor of our mothers 

Walter & Susan Krause  In memory of our parents 

Alison Vancott 

Barney & Sharon Ross 

 

  



 

LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We are Built for a Purpose 

 

Built Through Word and Sacrament – 
…believing in and making faithful and frequent use of the Bible, 
Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper as the means by which God gives and 
sustains faith and empowers and strengthens us for Christian living. 
 

Built Through Ongoing Learning – 
…providing quality, Bible based instruction to foster greater 
understanding of God’s Word and to better equip members for their 
discipleship. 
 

Built For Service – 
…reaching out to others by word and deed to join in the sharing of 
God’s blessings and grace, which is free to all believers. 
 

Built For Discipleship – 
…utilizing fully our time, talents, and resources to serve and love the 
Lord, furthering our commission of discipleship. 
 

Built For Fellowship – 
…caring for and sharing with our church family; fostering greater love, 
understanding, and concern for the physical and spiritual well-being of 
all brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ. 
 

The window behind the altar is our EASTER SUNRISE WINDOW. 
The cross hanging in front of the window is an empty cross, reminding us 
that Jesus rose from the dead and is alive now to be with us here and 
always.  Every Sunday is a celebration of Easter. The symbol on the front 
of the ALTAR is a combination of two Greek letters: the “chi,” which looks 
like our English “x,” and the “rho,” which looks like our “p.” In the Greek, 
these letters are the first two of “Christ.” Combined as they are, they 
suggest the cross. Superimposed on the cross is a heart, the reminder that 
God’s love for us is the reason Jesus died on the cross. God’s love for us 
empowers us to share his love with others. 

 
 


