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March 8, 2026 
 

LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
The Third Sunday in Lent 

 

God writes His Word on our Lives, building us into a Family engaged 
in Spirit-filled Service. 

 

1089 Lake Oconee Parkway  
Eatonton, GA 31024 
Church Office: 706-485-4600 
Cheri Kitchens, Church Secretary 
www.lakeoconeelutheran.org 
Office email: officelolc@gmail.com 
 

Pastor Steven Hayden 
Pastor’s Cell: 515-360-5081 
Pastor’s email: revshayden@gmail.com 
 

  

http://www.lakeoconeelutheran.org/
mailto:revshayden@gmail.com


 

 
 

Elder of the Month: Jaye McCrea 
Scripture reader: Carol Campbell 

Coffee & Fellowship:  
Greeter(s): Jackie Birtcher & Evelyn Crockett 

Sunday Counter(s): Jerry Campbell & Ed Fritch  
.  



 

 
 

Pre-Service Music: This is time to turn our hearts & minds toward God in preparation of 
worship. 

 
Instrumental Prelude     Dr. Lev Ryabinin 
Choir Anthem       Dr. Youngmi Kim 
 
Invocation 
 

Confession and Absolution 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  
Amen. 

 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 



 

Hymn 761  

“Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” 
 

  

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Prayer of the Day  

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also, with you. 

P: O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who 

have gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent 

hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable 

truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

  



The First Lesson: Exodus 17:1–7 

1All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the 
wilderness of Sin by stages, according to the commandment of the Lord, 
and camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to 
drink. 2Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us 
water to drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? 
Why do you test the Lord?” 3But the people thirsted there for water, and 
the people grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us up 
out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” 4So 
Moses cried to the Lord, “What shall I do with this people? They are 
almost ready to stone me.” 5And the Lord said to Moses, “Pass on before 
the people, taking with you some of the elders of Israel, and take in your 
hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6Behold, I will stand 
before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and 
water shall come out of it, and the people will drink.” And Moses did so, 
in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7And he called the name of the place 
Massah and Meribah, because of the quarreling of the people of Israel, 
and because they tested the Lord by saying, “Is the Lord among us or 
not?” 

R: This is the Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
 

The Epistle Lesson: Romans 5:1–8 

 1Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace 

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2Through him we have also 

obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice 

in hope of the glory of God. 3More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, 

knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces 

character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not put us to 



shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the 

Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 

 6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 

ungodly. 7For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though 

perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 8but God shows 

his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

C: Thanks be to God 

Verse for Lent 

 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel: John 4:5–26 

R: The Holy Gospel according to John 4 

C: Glory to You, O Lord.  

 5[Jesus] came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the 

field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob’s well was 

there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting 

beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. 



 7There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to 

her, “Give me a drink.” 8(For his disciples had gone away into the 

city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it 

that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” 

(For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered 

her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to 

you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would 

have given you living water.” 11The woman said to him, “Sir, you 

have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do 

you get that living water? 12Are you greater than our father 

Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his 

sons and his livestock.” 13Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks 

of this water will be thirsty again, 14but whoever drinks of the 

water that I will give him will never be thirsty forever. The water 

that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up 

to eternal life.” 15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, 

so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.” 

 16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come 

here.” 17The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus 

said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18for you 

have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your 

husband. What you have said is true.” 19The woman said to him, 

“Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 20Our fathers worshiped on 

this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where 

people ought to worship.” 21Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe 



me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in 

Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22You worship what you do 

not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the 

Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true 

worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the 

Father is seeking such people to worship him. 24God is spirit, and 

those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25The 

woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is 

called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” 26Jesus 

said to her, “I who speak to you am he.” 

C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

  



Sermon Hymn 824 

“May God Bestow on Us His Grace” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 2004 David Lee. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110019841 

 

 

The Message Pastor Steven Hayden 

  



Apostles' Creed  

C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence 
He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Offering 

To Our Guests: We do not charge for any of our services. All our services, 

programs, and expenses are freely supported by the gifts and offerings of our 

members. As our guests, you have not been invited for what you can give, but for 

what God can give you. The Offering is collected at the door when you 

enter. 

Prayer of the Church 

* Prayer of The Church 
(After the pastor ends each petition with, “Lord in Your Mercy, the 
congregation responds with, “Hear our prayer.”) 

The Lord's Prayer 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 



The Lord makes His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord looks upon you with favor and gives you peace. 

C: Amen. 
Congregational Hymn #763 

“When Peace, like a River” 

  

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Announcements 
The Dismissal 

P: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God 

+             Post-service Music            + 

 

  



GOD’S BLESSINGS to all those celebrating:  

Birthdays 
• 03/09 Marcia Elkins 
• 03/10 Suzanne Sponsler 

Anniversaries 

• None this week 
Best Wishes! 

 
WEEKLY CALENDAR 

Sunday  Council Meeting   After Worship 
Tuesday  Women’s Bible Study  10 am 
Wednesday Zoom Bible Study   10:30 am 
Wednesday  Lent Soup Supper   noon 
Wednesday Lent Service    1 pm 
Thursday  Bread of Life    11 am – 1 pm   
Sunday  Choir practice    9 am 
Sunday  Bible Class    9 am 
Sunday  Worship Service   10:30 am 

Sunday Morning Bible Class 

The study of the Old Testament is nothing less than an exploration into 

the thoughts and desires of God for ordinary people like you and me. It 

takes us from this hardened and selfish world into the promise of a world 

where God’s peace, justice, and mercy will be complete.  

We can view the world as meaningless and without hope. But Jesus Christ 

came to rescue the world from its quagmire, and His deliverance 

continues to change our lives. 

Join us every Sunday morning at 9am in person in the church sanctuary 

or live-streamed on Facebook and our website, for “Exploring God’s Old 

Testament”. 



Wednesday morning Zoom class 

On January 21, 1530, Emperor Charles V called for a general assembly—

an imperial diet—to be held in Augsburg, Germany. Convened to deal 

with the threat of the Turks to the empire, the diet would also try to 

resolve the issues dividing the church at the time, what we call the 

Reformation.  

The Emperor asked the Lutheran princes to identify what they believed 

and taught based on Scripture at the gathering. The Lutherans prepared a 

confession of the faith that would be verbally read before the emperor. 

This document, The Augsburg Confession, would become recognized as 

the public confession of the Lutheran Church.   

Join us on Wednesday mornings at 10:30am on Zoom as we look at The 

Augsburg Confession. 

Women’s Bible Study 

The Women’s Bible Study is meeting in the Council or meeting room 

around the big table with informal sessions and open discussion about 

the Bible and its impact on our everyday lives.  

Starting in April, the Women’s Bible Study will be studying the book 
entitled Heaven by Jennifer Rothschild. Who goes there? Where is it? 
What will we do there? How can we know the truth about what comes 
next?  We will be exploring the subject of Heaven from a biblical 
perspective and separate what’s true about Heaven from what’s based 
on legend, media depictions, and hopeful guesses. Don't just wonder 
about Heaven—embrace it with a faith that turns anticipation into 
excitement and peace. We meet every Tuesday at 10:00 am in the 
church conference room. We would love to have you join us. 

 



 

Upcoming Blood Drive dates are scheduled for April 9 and May 7. We 
will need volunteers. If you are interested in volunteering email Pam 
Kunz at Kunzpd3@outlook.com. To sign up to donate blood go to 
redcrossblood.org and use code LOLC.  
 

Flower Donations for Sunday Worship 

Thank you to everyone who donates flowers. 

• If you’d like your donation mentioned in the bulletin, please fill out 
the sign-up sheet on the blue table with all desired details (e.g., in 
memory or honor of someone). 

• Please do not include lilies in your arrangements, as a member has 
severe allergies. 

Thank you for your understanding and support. 

Lent Meals & Midweek Services 

 
• March 11, 2026: Soup at noon, Service at 1 pm 
• March 18, 2026: Soup at 6 pm, Service at 7 pm 
• March 25, 2026: Soup at noon, Service at 1 pm 

 
If you’d like to contribute soup, bread, or dessert, please add your name 
to the sign-up sheet on the blue table in the narthex. Your help makes 
these meals a warm and welcoming time of fellowship. 
  

mailto:Kunzpd3@outlook.com


 

Order Easter Tulips 
Help beautify our Easter service on April 5, 2026 by ordering tulips 

in honor or memory of loved ones. 
Sign up on the blue sheet located on the entryway table. 

Cost: $9.00 per tulip 
Sign-up deadline: March 16, 2026 

Checks payable to Lake Oconee Lutheran Church. Note Tulip on memo line 

 

 

 

  



Just a reminder 

 

Lake Oconee Lutheran can receive gifts by credit card/debit card 

now. You will find the terminal in the entryway on the shelving near the 

kitchen. Please be aware that there is a charge to the church for each gift 

received in this way. (If you include your name on the form (screen) 

when it asks, the gift will show up on your church statement, but we are 

unable to do that if you do not input your name). You may also request 

a receipt sent to you if desired. 

 

 

What do you remember about the church your family attended while 

you were a child? Perhaps you remember the look of the sanctuary. 

Perhaps you remember a certain pastor. Most likely when you think back 

you can remember one of your Sunday school teachers. After all, they 

were the ones who truly showed that they cared about you, and that God 

cared about you. 

We are looking for Children’s Sunday school teachers here at Lake 
Oconee to show our kids that Jesus cares about them. We would like 2 
teachers for each Sunday. If you are willing to demonstrate God’s love to 
the kids of our church, please find the signup sheet on the blue table in 
the entry way. Bible school will be held Sunday mornings from 9:00 -

10am.  
 

\ 

 

 

 



 

Benefits of Singing 

• It makes you happier 

• It reduces stress, anxiety and depression 

• It brings people together 

• It exercises your lungs 

• It improves your posture 

• It shares the love of Jesus 
 
Please come and join our choir as we make “a joyful noise unto the 
Lord!” The choir meets for rehearsal every Sunday at 9 am in the 
choir room. 
  
Volunteers Needed! 
We need people to sign up to help! We need help in the Little Free 

Pantry, Coffee fellowship, greeters, ushers and more.  

You can sign up for the following Sunday Worship Volunteer Roles 

online through Sign-up Genius:  

• Greeter 

• Scripture Reader 

• Communion Assistant 

• Communion Usher 

• Coffee Fellowship 

You can call or email Cheri in the Church Office to have her send a 

link to the Sign-Up Genius website or to sign up for you. 

Additional volunteer Roles include: 



❖ Altar Care there is a signup sheet in the narthex on the front table. 
❖ Sunday service camera operator. We will provide training on how to 

manage it. signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table, or 
you can call/email the church office. 

❖ Little Free Pantry signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table.  
❖ Sunday School teachers, 2 teachers per Sunday to rotate, 

sign-ups are on the blue table. 



LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We are Built for a Purpose 

 

Built Through Word and Sacrament – 
…believing in and making faithful and frequent use of the Bible, 
Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper as the means by which God gives and 
sustains faith and empowers and strengthens us for Christian living. 
 

Built Through Ongoing Learning – 
…providing quality, Bible based instruction to foster greater 
understanding of God’s Word and to better equip members for their 
discipleship. 
 

Built For Service – 
…reaching out to others by word and deed to join in the sharing of 
God’s blessings and grace, which is free to all believers. 
 

Built For Discipleship – 
…utilizing fully our time, talents, and resources to serve and love the 
Lord, furthering our commission of discipleship. 
 

Built For Fellowship – 
…caring for and sharing with our church family; fostering greater love, 
understanding, and concern for the physical and spiritual well-being of 
all brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ. 
 

The window behind the altar is our EASTER SUNRISE WINDOW. 
The cross hanging in front of the window is an empty cross, reminding us 
that Jesus rose from the dead and is alive now to be with us here and 
always. Every Sunday is a celebration of Easter. The symbol on the front of 
the ALTAR is a combination of two Greek letters: the “chi,” which looks like 
our English “x,” and the “rho,” which looks like our “p.” In the Greek, these 
letters are the first two of “Christ.” Combined as they are, they suggest the 
cross. Superimposed on the cross is a heart, the reminder that God’s love 
for us is the reason Jesus died on the cross. God’s love for us empowers us 
to share his love with others.  


