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LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH

The Fourth Sunday of Easter

God writes His Word on our Lives, building us into a Family engaged
in Spirit-filled Service.
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Elder of the Month: Kathie Kueven
Scripture reader: Dawn Moynihan
Coffee & Fellowship: Jaye & Cindy McCrea
Greeter(s): Jaye & Cindy McCrea
Sunday Counter(s): Jean Page & Don Menke




Pre-Service Music: This is time to turn our hearts & minds toward God in preparation of
worship.

Instrumental Prelude Dr. Lev Ryabinin
Choir Anthem Dr. Youngmi Kim

Invocation

Confession and Absolution
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.

Amen.

-

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.



Hymn 770

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus”
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1 What a friend we have in Je - sus, All our sins and griefs to bear!
2 Have we tr1 - als and temp-ta-tions? Is there trou-ble an - y-where?
3 Are we weak and heav-y lad - en, Cum-bered with a load of care?
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What a priv-i-lege to car - ry Ev - ’ry-thing to God in prayer!
We should nev-er be dis-cour-aged— Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Pre - cious Sav-ior, still our ref - uge— Take it to the Lord in prayer.
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Oh, what peace we of - ten for - feit; Oh, what need-less pain we bear—
Can we find a friend so faith-ful Who will all our sor-rows share?
Do thy friends de-spise, for-sake thee? Take it to the Lord in prayer.
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All be-cause we do not car - ry Ev - ’ry-thing to God in prayer!
Je - sus knows our ev-’ry weak-ness—Take it to the Lord in prayer.
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; Thou wilt find a sol-ace there.

Text and tune: Public domain

Prayer of the Day
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also, with you.

P: Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your
people that we may be governed and preserved evermore in body and
soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.



The First Lesson: Acts 2:42—-47

“?They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and the prayers. *And awe came upon every
soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the
apostles. “*And all who believed were together and had all things in
common. “And they were selling their possessions and belongings and
distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. “*And day by day,
attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they
received their food with glad and generous hearts, 4’praising God and
having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day
by day those who were being saved.

R: This is the Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God

The Epistle Lesson: 1 Peter 2:19-25

This is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures
sorrows while suffering unjustly. 2°For what credit is it if, when you sin
and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for
it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. ?'For to this you
have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an
example, so that you might follow in his steps. 22He committed no sin,
neither was deceit found in his mouth. 22When he was reviled, he did not
revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued
entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 2*He himself bore our sins in
his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness.
By his wounds you have been healed. *For you were straying like sheep,
but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.



R: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

The Alleluia Verse
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Holy Gospel: John 10:1-10
R: The Holy Gospel according to John 1
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “Truly, truly, | say to you, he who does not enter the
sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief
and a robber. 2But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the
sheep. 3To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he
calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. *“When he has brought
out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they
know his voice. °A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from
him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.” ®This figure of speech
Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to
them.

’So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, | say to you, | am the door
of the sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the
sheep did not listen to them. °l am the door. If anyone enters by me, he
will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. °The thief comes



only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may have life and have
it abundantly.”

R: This is the Gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to You, O Christ.

Sermon Hymn 709

“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”
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1 The King of 1love my shep - herd 1is, Whose good - ness

2 Where streams of liv - ing wa - ter flow, My ran - somed
3 Per - verse and fool - ish oft I strayed, But yet in

4 In death’s dark vale I fear no ill With Thee, dear
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fail - eth nev - er; I noth - ing lack if

soul He lead - eth And, where the ver - dant

love He  sought me  And on His shoul - der
Lord, be side me, Thy rod and  staff my
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I am His And He is mine for - ev - er.
pas - tures grow, With food ce - les - tial feed - eth
gent - ly laid And home re - joic - ing brought me.
com - fort still, Thy cross be - fore to guide me.

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
Thine unction grace bestoweth;

And, oh, what transport of delight
From Thy pure chalice floweth!

And so through all the length of days

Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise
Within Thy house forever!

Text and tune: Public domain

The Message

Pastor Steven Hayden



Apostles' Creed

C: 1 believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence
He will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering
To Our Guests: We do not charge for any of our services. All our services,
programs, and expenses are freely supported by the gifts and offerings of our
members. As our guests, you have not been invited for what you can give, but for
what God can give you. The Offering is collected at the door when you

enter.

Prayer of the Church

* Prayer of The Church
(After the pastor ends each petition with, “Lord in Your Mercy, the
congregation responds with, “Hear our prayer.”)

The Lord's Prayer

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.



The Lord makes His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord looks upon you with favor and gives you peace.

C: Amen.

Congregational Hymn #740

“l Am Jesus’ Little Lamb”
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11 am Je - sus’ lit - tle lamb, Ev - er glad at

2 Day by day, home, a - way, Je - sus 1S my

3 Who so hap - py as | am, E - ven now the
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heart 1 am; For my  Shep - herd gent - ly guides me,
staff and stay. When 1 hun - ger, Je - sus feeds me,
Shep - herd’s lamb? And when my short life is end - ed,
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Knows my need and well pro- vides me, Loves me ev - 1y
In - to pleas - ant pas - tures leads me; When 1  thirst, He
By His an - gel host at - tend - ed, He shall fold me
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day the same, E - wven calls me by my name.
bids me go Where the qui - et wa - ters flow.
o His breast, There with - in  His arms to  rest.
Announcements

The Dismissal

P: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord!

C: Thanks be to God

+

Post-service Music +




GOD’S BLESSINGS to all those celebrating:

Birthdays
e 04/27 Melanie Schultz-Romero
e 05/01 Mara Lipacis

Anniversaries
e 4/28 Ralph & Audrey Kunz
Best Wishes!

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Monday Quilts of Valor
Tuesday Women’s Bible Study
Wednesday  Zoom Bible Study
Sunday Choir practice
Sunday Bible Class
Sunday Worship Service

10am -2 pm
10 am

10:30 am
9am

9am

10:30 am

Sunday Morning Bible Class

“I’m a spiritual person, but I’'m not religious.” Have you ever heard
someone say something like this? Today, many people feel that no
organized religion empowers them to be healthy, renewed, or growing
human beings—or even Christians! To them, rituals and organizations

found in churches are mere empty shells.

Jesus says: “l came that they may have life and have it abundantly” (John
10:10). Lutherans confess that a true Church is not measured by “my
taste” or “my sincerest spirituality”; rather, the Church is where our
crucified and risen Lord Jesus lives and gives His abundant gifts.

Join us on Sunday mornings at 9am, in person or live-streamed, for

“What is the Church?”



Wednesday morning Zoom class

On January 21, 1530, Emperor Charles V called for a general assembly—
an imperial diet—to be held in Augsburg, Germany. Convened to deal
with the threat of the Turks to the empire, the diet would also try to
resolve the issues dividing the church at the time, what we call the
Reformation.

The Emperor asked the Lutheran princes to identify what they believed
and taught based on Scripture at the gathering. The Lutherans prepared a
confession of the faith that would be verbally read before the emperor.
This document, The Augsburg Confession, would become recognized as
the public confession of the Lutheran Church.

Join us on Wednesday mornings at 10:30am on Zoom as we look at The
Augsburg Confession.

Women'’s Bible Study

The Women’s Bible Study is meeting in the Council or meeting room
around the big table with informal sessions and open discussion about
the Bible and its impact on our everyday lives.

In April the Women’s Bible Study began studying the book

entitled Heaven by Jennifer Rothschild. Who goes there? Where is it?
What will we do there? How can we know the truth about what comes
next? We will be exploring the subject of Heaven from a biblical
perspective and separate what’s true about Heaven from what’s based
on legend, media depictions, and hopeful guesses. Don't just wonder
about Heaven—embrace it with a faith that turns anticipation into
excitement and peace. We meet every Tuesday at 10:00 am in the
church conference room. We would love to have you join us.
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American
Red Cross

Upcoming Blood Drive dates are scheduled for May 7 and June 4. We
will need volunteers. If you are interested in volunteering email Pam
Kunz at Kunzpd3@outlook.com. To sign up to donate blood go to
redcrossblood.org and use code LOLC.

The Sandwich Ministry of Stone Mountain at Rock of Ages Lutheran
Church, a suburban church supporting an urban ministry, is currently
seeking volunteers for our next delivery on May 17, 2026. Lake Oconee

Lutheran Church invites all members to sign up now to help provide
meals for this urban community.
Preparation Requirements:
. Assembly: Each sandwich should consist of one slice of cheese and
one slice of meat (turkey, ham, bologna, or roast beef).

. No Condiments: Do not add mayo or mustard, as sandwiches must
stay fresh for up to six days.

. Individual Packaging: Place each sandwich in a sealed plastic bag
and clearly label it with the type of meat.

. Bulk Labeling: Group individual sandwiches into a larger bag and
write the preparation date on the outside.

How to Support:

. Quantities: One loaf of square sandwich bread typically yields 10
sandwiches.

. Donations Needed: We are in need of additional coolers for
transport.


mailto:Kunzpd3@outlook.com
https://www.rockofageschurch.org/
https://www.rockofageschurch.org/
https://lakeoconeelutheran.org/
https://lakeoconeelutheran.org/

. Volunteer Opportunity: We are seeking a ride-along volunteer to
assist with the May 17th delivery.

The sign-up sheet is on the blue table in the narthex. If you have
qguestions, please contact Kathie Kueven.

Flower Donations for Sunday Worship
Thank you to everyone who donates flowers.

e If you'd like your donation mentioned in the bulletin, please fill out
the sign-up sheet on the blue table with all desired details (e.g., in
memory or honor of someone).

e Please do not include lilies in your arrangements, as a member has
severe allergies.

Thank you for your understanding and support.

Just a reminder
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Lake Oconee Lutheran can receive gifts by credit card/debit card

now. You will find the terminal in the entryway on the shelving near the
kitchen. Please be aware that there is a charge to the church for each gift
received in this way. (If you include your name on the form (screen)
when it asks, the gift will show up on your church statement, but we are
unable to do that if you do not input your name). You may also request
a receipt sent to you if desired.



What do you remember about the church your family attended while
you were a child? Perhaps you remember the look of the sanctuary.
Perhaps you remember a certain pastor. Most likely when you think back
you can remember one of your Sunday school teachers. After all, they
were the ones who truly showed that they cared about you, and that God
cared about you.

We are looking for Children’s Sunday school teachers here at Lake
Oconee to show our kids that Jesus cares about them. We would like 2
teachers for each Sunday. If you are willing to demonstrate God’s love to
the kids of our church, please find the signup sheet on the blue table in
the entry way. Bible school will be held Sunday mornings from 9:00 -

10am.

Benefits of Singing
e It makes you happier
e |t reduces stress, anxiety and depression
e It brings people together
e |t exercises your lungs
e |t improves your posture
e It shares the love of Jesus



Please come and join our choir as we make “a joyful noise unto the
Lord!” The choir meets for rehearsal every Sunday at 9 am in the
choir room.

Volunteers Needed!
We need people to sign up to help! We need help in the Little Free

Pantry, Coffee fellowship, greeters, ushers and more.

You can sign up for the following Sunday Worship Volunteer Roles
online through Sign-up Genius:

o Greeter

e Scripture Reader

e Communion Assistant
e Communion Usher

Coffee Fellowship

You can call or email Cheri in the Church Office to have her send a
link to the Sign-Up Genius website or to sign up for you.

Additional volunteer Roles include:

¢ Altar Care there is a signup sheet in the narthex on the front table.
¢ Sunday service camera operator. We will provide training on how to
manage it. sighup sheets are in the narthex on the front table, or
you can call/email the church office.
+» Little Free Pantry signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table.
¢ Sunday School teachers, 2 teachers per Sunday to rotate,
sign-ups are on the blue table.



LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH
We are Built for a Purpose

Built Through Word and Sacrament —

...believing in and making faithful and frequent use of the Bible,
Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper as the means by which God gives and
sustains faith and empowers and strengthens us for Christian living.

Built Through Ongoing Learning —

...providing quality, Bible based instruction to foster greater
understanding of God’s Word and to better equip members for their
discipleship.

Built For Service —
...reaching out to others by word and deed to join in the sharing of
God’s blessings and grace, which is free to all believers.

Built For Discipleship —
...utilizing fully our time, talents, and resources to serve and love the
Lord, furthering our commission of discipleship.

Built For Fellowship —

...caring for and sharing with our church family; fostering greater love,
understanding, and concern for the physical and spiritual well-being of
all brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ.

The window behind the altar is our EASTER SUNRISE WINDOW.
The cross hanging in front of the window is an empty cross, reminding us
that Jesus rose from the dead and is alive now to be with us here and
always. Every Sunday is a celebration of Easter. The symbol on the front of
the ALTAR is a combination of two Greek letters: the “chi,” which looks like
our English “x,” and the “rho,” which looks like our “p.” In the Greek, these
letters are the first two of “Christ.” Combined as they are, they suggest the
cross. Superimposed on the cross is a heart, the reminder that God’s love
for us is the reason Jesus died on the cross. God’s love for us empowers us

to share his love with others.




