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May 10, 2026 
 

LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 

God writes His Word on our Lives, building us into a Family engaged 
in Spirit-filled Service. 

 

1089 Lake Oconee Parkway  
Eatonton, GA 31024 
Church Office: 706-485-4600 
Cheri Kitchens, Church Secretary 
www.lakeoconeelutheran.org 
Office email: officelolc@gmail.com 
 

Pastor Steven Hayden 
Pastor’s Cell: 515-360-5081 
Pastor’s email: revshayden@gmail.com 
 

  

http://www.lakeoconeelutheran.org/
mailto:revshayden@gmail.com


 

 
 

Elder of the Month: Jerry Campbell 
Scripture reader: Thomas Mathson 
Coffee & Fellowship: Kathie Kueven 

Greeter(s): Jackie Birtcher & Evelyn Crockett 
Sunday Counter(s): Jerry Campbell & Ed Fritch 

.  



 
Pre-Service Music: This is time to turn our hearts & minds toward God in preparation of 

worship. 

 
Instrumental Prelude     Dr. Lev Ryabinin 
Choir Anthem       Dr. Youngmi Kim 
 
Invocation 
 

Confession and Absolution 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  
Amen. 

 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
  



Hymn 501  

“Come Down, O Love Divine” 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Prayer of the Day  

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also, with you. 

P: Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your 

people that we may be governed and preserved evermore in body and 

soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 



The First Lesson: Acts 17:16–31 

 16While Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked 

within him as he saw that the city was full of idols. 17So he reasoned in the 

synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and in the marketplace 

every day with those who happened to be there. 18Some of the Epicurean 

and Stoic philosophers also conversed with him. And some said, “What 

does this babbler wish to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a preacher of 

foreign divinities”—because he was preaching Jesus and the 

resurrection. 19And they took hold of him and brought him to the 

Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this new teaching is that you are 

presenting? 20For you bring some strange things to our ears. We wish to 

know therefore what these things mean.” 21Now all the Athenians and the 

foreigners who lived there would spend their time in nothing except 

telling or hearing something new. 

 22So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of 

Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very religious. 23For as I 

passed along and observed the objects of your worship, I found also an 

altar with this inscription, ‘To the unknown god.’ What therefore you 

worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the 

world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in 

temples made by man, 25nor is he served by human hands, as though he 

needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and 

everything. 26And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live 

on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the 

boundaries of their dwelling place, 27that they should seek God, in the 

hope that they might feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is 

actually not far from each one of us, 28for 



“‘In him we live and move and have our being’; 

as even some of your own poets have said, 

“‘For we are indeed his offspring.’ 

29Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is 

like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of 

man. 30The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all 

people everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a day on which he 

will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; 

and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 

R: This is the Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God 
 

The Epistle Lesson: 1 Peter 3:13–22 

 13Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is 

good? 14But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be 

blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15but in your hearts 

regard Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense 

to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; 16yet do 

it with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when 

you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be 

put to shame. 17For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be 

God’s will, than for doing evil. 

 18For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the 

unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the 

flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19in which he went and proclaimed to 

the spirits in prison, 20because they formerly did not obey, when God’s 

patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in 



which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through 

water. 21Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a 

removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good 

conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into 

heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and 

powers having been subjected to him. 

R: This is the Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God 

The Alleluia Verse 

 
 

 

 

Holy Gospel: John 14:15–21 

R: The Holy Gospel according to John 14 

C: Glory to You, O Lord.  

15[Jesus said:] “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I 
will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you 
forever, 17even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells 
with you and will be in you. 
 18“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19Yet a little 
while and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I 
live, you also will live. 20In that day you will know that I am in my Father, 



and you in me, and I in you. 21Whoever has my commandments and 
keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by 
my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.” 
R: This is the Gospel of the Lord  
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

Sermon Hymn 556 v. 1, 2, 4, 5, 10  

“Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice” 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



The Message Pastor Steven Hayden 

Apostles' Creed  

C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence 
He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Offering 

To Our Guests: We do not charge for any of our services. All our services, 

programs, and expenses are freely supported by the gifts and offerings of our 

members. As our guests, you have not been invited for what you can give, but for 

what God can give you. The Offering is collected at the door when you 

enter. 

Prayer of the Church 

* Prayer of The Church 
(After the pastor ends each petition with, “Lord in Your Mercy, the 
congregation responds with, “Hear our prayer.”) 

The Lord's Prayer 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 



Benediction  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord makes His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord looks upon you with favor and gives you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 
Congregational Hymn #655  

“Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” 
 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Announcements 
The Dismissal 

P: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God 

+             Post-service Music            + 

 

  



GOD’S BLESSINGS to all those celebrating:  

Birthdays 
• 05/12 Dale Johnson 

• 05/12 Terry Pedersen 

• 05/14 Tom Saner 

 
Anniversaries 

• None this week 

Best Wishes! 
 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 

Tuesday  Women’s Bible Study  10 am 
Wednesday Zoom Bible Study   Cancelled 
Thursday  Bread of Life    9 am – 11 am 
Sunday  Choir practice    9 am 
Sunday  Bible Class    9 am 
Sunday  Worship Service   10:30 am 
Sunday  Sandwich Ministry   After worship 

 

Sunday Morning Bible Class 

“I’m a spiritual person, but I’m not religious.” Have you ever heard 
someone say something like this? Today, many people feel that no 
organized religion empowers them to be healthy, renewed, or growing 
human beings—or even Christians! To them, rituals and organizations 
found in churches are mere empty shells. 
 

Jesus says: “I came that they may have life and have it abundantly” (John 
10:10). Lutherans confess that a true Church is not measured by “my 
taste” or “my sincerest spirituality”; rather, the Church is where our 
crucified and risen Lord Jesus lives and gives His abundant gifts. 



Join us on Sunday mornings at 9am, in person or live-streamed, for 
“What is the Church?” 

Wednesday morning Zoom class 

Class is cancelled on Wednesday 5/13. Please plan to join us on Zoom on 

Wednesday May 20, 2026 for a brand new topic! 

Women’s Bible Study 

The Women’s Bible Study is meeting in the Council or meeting room 

around the big table with informal sessions and open discussion about 

the Bible and its impact on our everyday lives.  

In April the Women’s Bible Study began studying the book 
entitled Heaven by Jennifer Rothschild. Who goes there? Where is it? 
What will we do there? How can we know the truth about what comes 
next?  We will be exploring the subject of Heaven from a biblical 
perspective and separate what’s true about Heaven from what’s based 
on legend, media depictions, and hopeful guesses. Don't just wonder 
about Heaven—embrace it with a faith that turns anticipation into 
excitement and peace.  
 
We meet every Tuesday at 10:00 am in the church conference room. 
We would love to have you join us. 

 

Lake Oconee Lutheran has activated a call committee. The committee's 

job will be to develop a list of pastor candidates to present to the Voter's 

Assembly out of which the Voters may select one to call to serve our 

church along with Pastor Steve and to serve the mission in Milledgeville.  

The most important job of this committee, in fact, the most 

important job for each of us, is to pray. Pray that the Lord will lead us to 



the pastor who may serve here faithfully and joyfully and be a part of our 

life in mission and obedience to God's Word. 

Join me in saying this prayer, or a prayer like this: 

Almighty God, since You have called Your Church to witness that 

in Christ You have reconciled us to Yourself, grant that by Your 

Holy Spirit we may proclaim the good news of Your salvation so 

that all who hear it may receive new life. May Your Holy Spirit 

lead and guide us in calling a pastor to serve among us 

according to Your will and proclaim Your saving Gospel to us 

and to our communities. And may that same Spirit help the one 

called to recognize Your presence among us and, if it be Your 

will, to accept the call as Pastor here. In Jesus' name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

 

Upcoming Blood Drive dates are scheduled for June 4 and July 9. We will 
need volunteers. If you are interested in volunteering email Pam Kunz at 
Kunzpd3@outlook.com. To sign up to donate blood go to 
redcrossblood.org and use code LOLC.  

 
The Sandwich Ministry of Stone Mountain at Rock of Ages Lutheran 
Church, a suburban church supporting an urban ministry, is currently 
seeking volunteers for our next delivery on May 17, 2026. Lake Oconee 
Lutheran Church invites all members to sign up now to help provide 
meals for this urban community.  
Preparation Requirements: 

mailto:Kunzpd3@outlook.com
https://www.rockofageschurch.org/
https://www.rockofageschurch.org/
https://lakeoconeelutheran.org/
https://lakeoconeelutheran.org/


• Assembly: Each sandwich should consist of one slice of cheese and 
one slice of meat (turkey, ham, bologna, or roast beef). 

• No Condiments: Do not add mayo or mustard, as sandwiches must 
stay fresh for up to six days. 

• Individual Packaging: Place each sandwich in a sealed plastic bag 
and clearly label it with the type of meat. 

• Bulk Labeling: Group individual sandwiches into a larger bag and 
write the preparation date on the outside.  

How to Support: 
• Quantities: One loaf of square sandwich bread typically yields 10 

sandwiches. 

• Donations Needed: We are in need of additional coolers for 
transport. 

• Volunteer Opportunity: We are seeking a ride-along volunteer to 
assist with the May 17th delivery.  

The sign-up sheet is on the blue table in the narthex. If you have 
questions, please contact Kathie Kueven.  
 

Flower Donations for Sunday Worship 

Thank you to everyone who donates flowers. 

• If you’d like your donation mentioned in the bulletin, please fill out 
the sign-up sheet on the blue table with all desired details (e.g., in 
memory or honor of someone). 

• Please do not include lilies in your arrangements, as a member has 
severe allergies. 

Thank you for your understanding and support. 

  



All-Congregation Voter’s Meeting 

On Sunday, May 31, there will be an all-congregational Voters’ Meeting 

after worship. 

Just a reminder 

 

Lake Oconee Lutheran can receive gifts by credit card/debit card 

now. You will find the terminal in the entryway on the shelving near the 

kitchen. Please be aware that there is a charge to the church for each gift 

received in this way. (If you include your name on the form (screen) 

when it asks, the gift will show up on your church statement, but we are 

unable to do that if you do not input your name). You may also request 

a receipt sent to you if desired. 

 

What do you remember about the church your family attended while 

you were a child? Perhaps you remember the look of the sanctuary. 

Perhaps you remember a certain pastor. Most likely when you think back 

you can remember one of your Sunday school teachers. After all, they 

were the ones who truly showed that they cared about you, and that God 

cared about you. 

We are looking for Children’s Sunday school teachers here at Lake 
Oconee to show our kids that Jesus cares about them. We would like 2 
teachers for each Sunday. If you are willing to demonstrate God’s love to 
the kids of our church, please find the signup sheet on the blue table in 



the entry way. Bible school will be held Sunday mornings from 9:00 -

10am.  

 

Benefits of Singing 

• It makes you happier 

• It reduces stress, anxiety and depression 

• It brings people together 

• It exercises your lungs 

• It improves your posture 

• It shares the love of Jesus 
 
Please come and join our choir as we make “a joyful noise unto the 
Lord!” The choir meets for rehearsal every Sunday at 9 am in the 
choir room. 
  
Volunteers Needed! 
We need people to sign up to help! We need help in the Little Free 

Pantry, Coffee fellowship, greeters, ushers and more.  

You can sign up for the following Sunday Worship Volunteer Roles 

online through Sign-up Genius:  

• Greeter 

• Scripture Reader 

• Communion Assistant 

• Communion Usher 

• Coffee Fellowship 

 

\ 

 

 

 



You can call or email Cheri in the Church Office to have her send a 

link to the Sign-Up Genius website or to sign up for you. 

Additional volunteer Roles include: 

❖ Altar Care there is a signup sheet in the narthex on the front table. 
❖ Sunday service camera operator. We will provide training on how to 

manage it. signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table, or 
you can call/email the church office. 

❖ Little Free Pantry signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table.  
❖ Sunday School teachers, 2 teachers per Sunday to rotate, 

sign-ups are on the blue table. 
 

 



LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We are Built for a Purpose 

 

Built Through Word and Sacrament – 
…believing in and making faithful and frequent use of the Bible, 
Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper as the means by which God gives and 
sustains faith and empowers and strengthens us for Christian living. 
 

Built Through Ongoing Learning – 
…providing quality, Bible based instruction to foster greater 
understanding of God’s Word and to better equip members for their 
discipleship. 
 

Built For Service – 
…reaching out to others by word and deed to join in the sharing of 
God’s blessings and grace, which is free to all believers. 
 

Built For Discipleship – 
…utilizing fully our time, talents, and resources to serve and love the 
Lord, furthering our commission of discipleship. 
 

Built For Fellowship – 
…caring for and sharing with our church family; fostering greater love, 
understanding, and concern for the physical and spiritual well-being of 
all brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ. 
 

The window behind the altar is our EASTER SUNRISE WINDOW. 
The cross hanging in front of the window is an empty cross, reminding us 
that Jesus rose from the dead and is alive now to be with us here and 
always. Every Sunday is a celebration of Easter. The symbol on the front of 
the ALTAR is a combination of two Greek letters: the “chi,” which looks like 
our English “x,” and the “rho,” which looks like our “p.” In the Greek, these 
letters are the first two of “Christ.” Combined as they are, they suggest the 
cross. Superimposed on the cross is a heart, the reminder that God’s love 
for us is the reason Jesus died on the cross. God’s love for us empowers us 
to share his love with others.  


