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“I am the way…No one comes to the Father except through Me.” John 14:6 
 
Dear Friends, 
It’s 1985, the summer after Linda and I finished our vicarage at about this 
time of year. Linda and I were going to be moving back to St. Louis for one last 
year of school, but before we did that, we took a week to travel to Mackinac Island in 
Michigan. There we saw, and drove over, the mighty Mackinac Bridge which 
linked the upper peninsula of Michigan with the rest of the state. The 
construction of this bridge saved a ferry ride from one side to the other. The only 
other option was a drive of many hours and hundreds of miles going around the 
bottom of Lake Michigan. 
 
The bridge itself is as impressive as its purpose. It is five miles long with its 
approaches. It took four years and $100 million dollars to build. In its construction 
it used 42,000 miles of steel cable wires. The construction also claimed the lives of 
several workmen. It certainly is one of the greatest bridges in the world. 
But it is not the greatest bridge! 
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That distinction, the greatest bridge, Jesus claims for Himself. He spans a gap 
far wider than 5 miles. He covers the gap between a holy God and sinful man. 
Ever since sin entered the world, this gulf existed, yawning before sinners as 
something that they could not cross, could not bridge with their own efforts, even 
if they tried. Only God could be the bridge builder, for only He had the right 
expertise and material. More than $100 million and miles of cable wire would be 
necessary to erect this bridge between earth and heaven. This bridge too would 
claim a life. God used the blood of His own Son. Jesus had to die in order to finish 
the bridge to heaven. 
 
Earthly bridges have a way of crumbling into the dust. Steel rusts. 
Earthquakes move foundations. Cement crumbles. But not this bridge. Jesus 
stands until the end of time as the one way to the Father. You can bypass the 
Mackinac bridge if you have the time and the inclination. But there’s no substitute 
for God’s bridge to heaven. “No one comes to the Father except through me,” 
Jesus said. 
 
Thank you God for the bridge that brings me to you! 
 

Pastor Steve 
 

 
 
 

  



 

 

Announcements 
 

 
 
Lake Oconee Lutheran Church is thankful for all who donate flowers for our Sunday 
morning worship. If you would like to give flowers, please remember the following 
points: 
 
*If you would like the flowers to be listed in the bulletin, please include all the 
information that you want on the signup sheet: flowers given in memory of..., flowers 
given in honor of...etc. The signup sheet is located on the blue table in the entry. 
 
*We would ask that you specifically request or include no lilies in the 
arrangements.  We have a church member who is deathly allergic to lilies and cannot 
remain in the church if they are present.  
 
Thank you for your help. 

 

 
 

Lake Oconee Lutheran’s next blood drives will be June 4 and July 9. If you are 
interested in volunteering a little of your time to help, please reach out to Pam 
Kunz at kunzpd3@outlook.com 
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LOLC offers Bible Study  
  
        

Women’s Bible Study 
The Women’s Bible Study is meeting in the Council or meeting room around the big 
table with informal sessions and open discussion about the Bible and its impact on our 
everyday lives.  
 

In April the Women’s Bible Study began studying the book entitled Heaven by Jennifer Rothschild. 

Who goes there? Where is it? What will we do there? How can we know the truth about what 

comes next?  We will be exploring the subject of Heaven from a biblical perspective and separate 

what’s true about Heaven from what’s based on legend, media depictions, and hopeful guesses. 

Don't just wonder about Heaven—embrace it with a faith that turns anticipation into excitement 

and peace.  

We meet every Tuesday at 10:00 am in the church conference room. We would love to have you 

join us. 
 

    Sunday Morning Bible class           Mid-Week Bible Class 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

The year is about AD 51, some twenty years 
after the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. Paul is about to begin his second 
missionary journey, which will carry him 
across Asia Minor into Macedonia, in 
modern Greece today.  
In his two letters addressed to the 
Thessalonians, Paul expresses his deep care 
as a founding pastor concerned about the 
spiritual well-being of his fledgling 
congregation. Persecution, the Lord’s 
second coming, the Antichrist, and Christian 
discipline give these letters their central 
themes. 
Join us on Wednesday morning at 10:30am 
on Zoom for 1 and 2 Thessalonians. 

 

“I’m a spiritual person, but I’m not 
religious.” Have you ever heard someone 
say something like this? Today, many 
people feel that no organized religion 
empowers them to be healthy, renewed, or 
growing human beings—or even Christians! 
To them, rituals and organizations found in 
churches are mere empty shells. 
Jesus says: “I came that they may have life 
and have it abundantly” (John 
10:10). Lutherans confess that a true 
Church is not measured by “my taste” or 
“my sincerest spirituality”; rather, the 
Church is where our crucified and risen 
Lord Jesus lives and gives His abundant 
gifts. 
Join us on Sunday mornings at 9am, in 
person or live-streamed, for “What is the 
Church?” 

 



 

 

Worship Update -- Live streaming 
Remember, we are now live streaming our Sunday Bible Class and Worship. This 
means both services will be broadcast live as they happen on Sunday mornings 
at 9:00 am and 10:30 am on Facebook or by clicking the button on our website 
homepage. Join us as we all come together in worship. If you are unable to be 
online while they are live, do not worry. The recorded services will remain 
available for you to watch later as well. You may find it on the 
@lakeoconeelutheranchurch page on Facebook or the website. God's blessings 
to each of you! 
 

Choir Notes 
The Choir is on summer break until September. 
 

Mites 

The Widow’s mite of Mark 12: 41-44 is the inspiration for the LWML mite boxes. 

The Ladies of the Church organize mites’ collections on a continuous 
basis. The third Sunday of each month is the official Mites Sunday 
after which the monies gathered go to the Lutheran Women's 

Missionary League to support various ministries around the world.  
Detailed information is available at www.lwml.org and on Facebook. 
The third Sunday of the month is designated Mite Sunday, but donations 
are always welcome. In May we collected $120. We express heartfelt 
thanks for your charitable generosity.  
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Coffee & Fellowship 
The coffee fellowship that follows the Sunday church service 
gives us an opportunity to welcome visitors, meet new 
members and visit each other. We are thankful for familiar 
friendliness of our church family. 
*We need volunteers signing up for snacks and serving.  
Look for the signup sheet in the narthex or register on Sign-Up 
Genius (see link below under the Volunteers Needed 
heading.) 

 
 

Letter of Thanks from Matthew Shipman 
 
We received this letter at the church from Matthew Shipman. Matthew, the brother of Laura Ringer, is a 
seminary student at Concordia Seminary, St Louis and is receiving scholarship money from Lake Oconee 
Lutheran Church for his schooling. 
 
Matthew Shipman 
4193 Bridlewood Trail 
Evans, GA 30809 
 
Lake Oconee Lutheran Church 
1089 Lake Oconee Parkway 
Eatonton, GA 31024 
 
Dear saints of Lake Oconee Lutheran: 
 
Greetings in the name of our risen Lord Jesus Christ! As some of you may know, last week at the seminary was Call Day, where 
vicars and concluding pastoral students are assigned their congregations for internships and first calls. I am happy to report to 
you all that I will be on vicarage next year in the town of Linn, Kansas at Zion Lutheran Church under Pastor Timothy Koch. Linn 
is a small town of 400 people in northern Kansas, which will be an adjustment from my suburban background, but my fiancée 
Madison and I are excited to experience this rural setting and join in the work of the people of God there. We will be married 
in June and move out there to start my year of vicarage in July. 
 
Vicarage will be an exciting time in which I will begin to build many of the practical skills of ministry such as preaching, 
teaching, and visitation in a flesh-and-blood congregation week in and week out. Zion will give me these opportunities 
regularly, as well as a chance to explore other forms of outreach, such as door-to-door evangelism and Spanish-speaking 
ministry, including the chance to preach and teach Bible classes in Spanish. Pastor Koch will be of great help in forming and 
teaching me to do all these things, and I look forward to working with him. 
 
I am very thankful for the support in prayer and finances that you have given me these past years while I have been studying at 
Concordia Seminary. It has been a great blessing to have God’s people stand behind me as I go about my studies. The seminary 
has taught me much about the faith and the Scriptures, and I hope to apply that knowledge as I go forward this year and 
experience full-time ministry for the first time. Thank you for praying for me and easing my financial burden so that I can 



 

 

continue to pursue these studies and, God willing, enter the pastoral ministry in two years’ time to care for His people. 
 
May you all remain in our Good Shepherd’s care throughout this time of Easter and always rejoice in the new life that God 
gives you through the redemption won by His Son Jesus Christ. 
 
In Him, 
 

 

Lake Oconee Lutheran has activated a call committee. The committee's job 
will be to develop a list of pastor candidates to present to the Voter's 
Assembly out of which the Voters may select one to call to serve our church 
along with Pastor Steve and to serve the mission in Milledgeville.  
The most important job of this committee, in fact, the most important job for 
each of us, is to pray. Pray that the Lord will lead us to the pastor who may 
serve here faithfully and joyfully and be a part of our life in mission and 
obedience to God's Word. 
 
Join me in saying this prayer, or a prayer like this: 
The most important job of this committee, in fact, the most important job for 
each of us, is to pray. Pray that the Lord will lead us to the pastor who may 
serve here faithfully and joyfully and be a part of our life in mission and 
obedience to God's Word. 
 

Almighty God, since You have called Your Church to witness that 
in Christ You have reconciled us to Yourself, grant that by Your 
Holy Spirit we may proclaim the good news of Your salvation so 
that all who hear it may receive new life. May Your Holy Spirit 
lead and guide us in calling a pastor to serve among us according 
to Your will and proclaim Your saving Gospel to us and to our 
communities. And may that same Spirit help the one called to 
recognize Your presence among us and, if it be Your will, to accept 
the call as Pastor here. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 



 

 

Just a Reminder 

Lake Oconee Lutheran can receive gifts by credit card/debit card now.  You will 
find the terminal in the entryway on the shelving near the kitchen.  Please be 
aware that there is a charge to the church for each gift received in this way. (If 
you include your name on the form (screen) when it asks, the gift will show 
up on your church statement, but we are unable to do that if you do not 
input your name). You may also request a receipt sent to you if desired 

 

Volunteers Needed! 

We need people to sign up to help! We need help in the Little Free Pantry, Coffee 
fellowship, greeters, ushers and more.  
You can sign up for the following Sunday Worship Volunteer Roles online through 
Sign-up Genius:  

• Greeter 

• Scripture Reader 

• Communion Assistant 

• Communion Usher 

• Coffee Fellowship 

Here is a link to Sign-up Genius (Ctrl + Click to navigate to site.) 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0849A4A723A5FBC25-57931584-sunday 
 
Additional volunteer Roles include: 
❖ Altar Care there is a signup sheet in the narthex on the front table. 
❖ Sunday service camera operator. We will provide training on how to manage it. 

signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table, or you can call/email the 
church office. 

❖ Ushers’ signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table, or you can call/email 
the church office. 

❖ Little Free Pantry signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table. 

  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0849A4A723A5FBC25-57931584-sunday


 

 

 
     Lake Oconee Lutheran Church Food Ministry     

 

The goal of The Bread of Life Food Pantry and the Little Free Pantry is to respond to the 
needs of our community through food distribution and support by sharing God’s love in 
Word and action with those most in need. 
We do this in two separate ways: 

 

1. The Bread of Life Food Pantry provides equitable access to food and staples 
twice per month to those in need in the community. 
2. The Little Free Pantry provides emergency food for community members who 

might have run out of food and have no other means in which to feed themselves 
or their family. 

 

We also have two different mechanisms by which LOLC members can provide either their 
time or their donations to help us sustain both important ministries.   

 

• For the Bread of Life Food Pantry cash donations are the best way to support this 
ministry. We need a certain number of specific items for each distribution and 
limited storage. You can volunteer your time on the second and fourth Wednesday 
and Thursdays of the month to either set up the food distribution or distribute the 
food to those in need.  

• For the Little Free Pantry, food and/or cash donations are needed. The food you 
provide goes directly into the pantry and any cash you provide is used to fill in 
supplies where we might be running short. You can volunteer your time by 
checking on the cabinet and filling it up when food supplies run low. 

 

Volunteers may sign up for either or both pantries by signing the sheets provided on the 
blue table in the narthex. 
Because the Little Free Pantry is to be used to fill in what is needed on an emergency basis, 
we thought it would be helpful to provide a shopping list for those who choose to donate 
food and a daily distribution list for those who fill up the Little Free Pantry. You will find a 
handy guide to help you with these important tasks posted on the doors where we keep the 
Pantry food. Please limit food donations to the items on this list. It can help you when you 
shop for the pantry or when you fill the pantry with supplies. 
As always, we thank you so much for the wondrous gifts you provide for both important 
ministries. 

 
  



 

 

Members of LOLC Celebrating 
Birthdays and Anniversaries this 
month! 

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  
  

 
 

 
June Birthdays 

 

• 06/03 Lane Dugan 

• 06/04 Connie Piepenbrink 

• 06/04 Charlie Schufer 

• 06/08 Donna Hansen 

• 06/11 Ed Fritch 

• 06/12 Donald Menke 

• 06/13 David Heimer 

• 06/15 Scott Manley 

• 06/17 Joan Lucas 

• 06/20 Elizabeth Fleming 

• 06/23 Monica Ketchie 

• 06/23 Joseph Peeples 

• 06/24 Karen Schornhorst 

• 06/25 Kathryn Roper 

• 06/29 Joe Wingard 

 
 
 
 

June Anniversaries 
 

• 06/07 Jack & Rosalyn Carson 

• 06/07 Ron & Karen Schornhorst 
• 06/09 Stephen & Gayle Bradford 

• 06/12 Steven & Linda Hayden 

• 06/12 Tom & Connie Saner 
• 06/13 Roy & Candy McAllister 
• 06/19 Kurt & Chrisine Huntzinger 
• 06/23 Alan & Eileen Oberdeck 

• 06/29 Robert & Marcia Elkins 

 



 

 

Lake Oconee Lutheran Church   

Council Meeting   

May 17, 2026   

   

The meeting was called to order by President Mike Joost. Pastor Steve led us in prayer.   
Kathie Kueven was absent and all other council members were in attendance.   
The minutes from the April 12, 2026, council meeting were approved.    
Council Committee Reports:    

VP/Personnel: Pam Kunz – No report.    

Treasurer: Absent – The April Treasurer’s Report was distributed and reviewed.   
Collections for April were $162,041 which is $125,358 above budget. The increase was driven by special 
fund income of $135,975 which included disbursement from Carol Dunn’s estate for Milledgeville. 
Expenses were $24,712 versus a budget of $34,017 which is a difference of $9,305.   
Financial Secretary: Walter Krause/Don Menke – The financial report for April was distributed and 
reviewed. It aligns with the income reported in the Treasurer’s report. Member donations were $24,956 
which was $17,296 lower than April last year. This was primarily due to a member donation given in 
April 2025 which was not repeated in 2026.  
Congregation Secretary: Carol Campbell – No report.   
Christian Education: Nola Sayne – Sunday school is over for the summer, and we will be actively 
recruiting new teachers when it resumes in the fall.  
Christian Service/Outreach: Kayleen Ringer – We need another person to sign up to make coffee 
replacing Margaret Pedersen so we will have four people volunteering to do this. We usually have an ice 
cream social or some type of fellowship event in the summer. Kayleen is open to suggestions for what 
we might want to do. We met our goal for the blood drive and the Red Cross has now designated us a 
premier partner.  
Church Properties: Mark Dentler – Mark is still waiting to hear back from Piedmont Water. We do have 
a verbal agreement to tap into the water line, but we are still waiting for formal approval. Don Kunz and 
Mark replaced a couple of lights with the LED’s we purchased. Mike Joost mentioned that we will need a 
stop sign for traffic coming from the new subdivision. Kayleen requested that the speakers in the 
nursery be fixed or replaced now that we have more children attending services.   
There was discussion about special cleaning and refunds of deposits for the community center. With 
Terry Pedersen’s departure, the collection of money and refunds are being handled by the church 
secretary. It was decided that Mark would form a committee to look at the community center processes 
and come up with a proposal to make the process run more smoothly.  
Lay Ministry: Don Menke – No report.   
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Hayden – Pastor reminded the congregation that next Sunday is Pentecost and 
we will celebrate it together. He will conduct his first wedding for Lake Oconee Lutheran in June. Scott 
and Julie Manley’s daughter Sarah is getting married. He will be taking some vacation time in July.  
There was a reminder about the May 31 voter’s meeting and a request to send any agenda items to 
Mike Joost.  
Old Business:   

Milledgeville Update - Oconee Valley Health Care approved the new remodeling proposal of two million 
dollars and is in the process of seeking financing for the work.  
Milledgeville Call Committee – Pam collated the responses to the call committee survey for the 
attributes they would like to see from the new pastor. It was reviewed by the committee, and they 
authorized sending the report into the district. The next step will be receiving names from the district for 
the committee’s review. We received two recommendations for names and those will be provided to 



 

 

the district.  
Carol Dunn Estate – Mike handed out a proposal from Howell Cullens about how we might want to 
invest the securities from the Carol Dunn estate. Howell proposed utilizing the Fidelity Target Allocation 
ETF versus specific stocks. Mike asked the committee to review the proposal and send any questions we 
might have to Mike.   
New Business:   

Special Offering – Pastor asked permission to hold a door offering for Matthew, our seminary student, 
for the 2026-27 school year. The council granted permission for the offering.   
Finalists Selected by Call Committee – Pastor asked for advance permission to use the Milledgeville 
fund to pay for travel expenses for those candidates we have come in for interviews. A motion was 
made, seconded and approved to pay the travel expenses from the Milledgeville account.  
Amendment to By-laws – A request was made to amend the by-laws to allow those not in attendance at 
the voter’s meeting to be allowed to vote either early or by proxy. The by-laws currently state that you 
must physically be at the meeting to vote. There was discussion on how best to handle this request. A 
potential solution could be to allow people to watch the voters’ meeting via Zoom and they could then 
vote. We will discuss this again at our next council meeting.   
   

  

  

The meeting closed with prayer and was adjourned.    
Respectfully Submitted by:   

   

Carol Campbell   

Congregational Secretary                                          
 
 
 



 

 

 
  



 

 

 



 

  



 

 



 

 
 


