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LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH

The Fifth Sunday in Lent
A Stephen Ministry Congregation

God writes His Word on our Lives, Building us into a Family engaged
in Spirit-filled Service.
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Aids for hearing, children’s activity bulletins, and large print bulletins are
available from the ushers
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WE OFFER NURSERY & CHILDCARE
If you need childcare, please see one of the ushers
and we will happily accommodate you.




Pre-Service Music: This is time to turn our hearts & minds toward God in preparation of
worship.

Instrumental Prelude Lev Ryabinin
Welcome

Please Stand

(You are invited to wish those around you God’s peace. Please remain standing for the
invocation.)

Invocation

Confession and Absolution
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

-

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
Please be seated



Congregational Hymn (To sing harmony, turn to # 442 in the Lutheran Service Book)
All Glory, Laud, and Honor
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Now in the Lord’s name com - ing, Our King and Bless-ed One.
And we with all cre - a - tion In cho-rus make re - ply.
Our praise and prayer and an - thems Be - fore You we pre - sent.

Prayer of the Day

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray
O Lord, keep Your family the Church continually in the true faith that,
relying on the hope of Your heavenly grace, we may ever be defended
by Your mighty power; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C: Amen.



The Old Testament Lesson: Ezekiel 37:1-14

R: The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of
the LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of
bones. 2And he led me around among them, and behold, there were very
many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3And he
said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And | answered, “O Lord Gop,
you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to
them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LoRrD. > Thus says the Lord Gob to
these bones: Behold, | will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. ® And |
will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you
with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that |
am the LORD.”” So | prophesied as | was commanded. And as | prophesied,
there was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone
to its bone. 8 And | looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh
had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in
them. °Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man,
and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord Gob: Come from the four winds, O
breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 1°So | prophesied as
he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood
on their feet, an exceedingly great army.!! Then he said to me, “Son of man,
these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are indeed cut off.” 2 Therefore prophesy,
and say to them, Thus says the Lord Gobp: Behold, | will open your graves and
raise you from your graves, O my people. And | will bring you into the land of
Israel. 33 And you shall know that | am the LorRD, when | open your graves, and
raise you from your graves, O my people. * And | will put my Spirit within you,
and you shall live, and | will place you in your own land. Then you shall know
that | am the LORD; | have spoken, and | will do it, declares the LORD.”

R: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God

The Epistle Lesson: Romans 8:1-11

R: 8 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the
law of sin and death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the



flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh

and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, #in order that the righteous
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the
flesh but according to the Spirit. > For those who live according to the flesh set
their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the
Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. ® For to set the mind on the
flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For the mind
that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's

law; indeed, it cannot. 8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. ° You,
however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells
in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to

him. 1°But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the
Spirit is life because of righteousness. 1! If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus
from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also
give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.

R: This is the Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God
Please Stand
Verse for Lent
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Holy Gospel: John 11:17-27, 38-53

R: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh chapter

C: Glory to You, O Lord.

17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the
tomb four days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, °and
many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning
their brother. 2°So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and
met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 2! Martha said to Jesus,
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now |
know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 23 Jesus said to
her, “Your brother will rise again.” 2* Martha said to him, “I know that he will
rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 2> Jesus said to her, “l am the
resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he
live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you
believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; | believe that you are the Christ, the
Son of God, who is coming into the world.”
38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone
lay against it. 3% Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the
dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been
dead four days.” 4% Jesus said to her, “Did | not tell you that if you believed you
would see the glory of God?” 4! So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up
his eyes and said, “Father, | thank you that you have heard me. #2| knew that
you always hear me, but | said this on account of the people standing
around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 3 When he had said these
things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 4 The man who had
died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped
with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he
did, believed in him, 46 but some of them went to the Pharisees and told them
what Jesus had done. 47 So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the
council and said, “What are we to do? For this man performs many signs. %8 If
we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will
come and take away both our place and our nation.” 4° But one of

them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing
at all. ®*®* Nor do you understand that it is better for you that one man should die



for the people, not that the whole nation should perish.” 31 He did not say this
of his own accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus
would die for the nation, 2 and not for the nation only, but also to gather into
one the children of God who are scattered abroad. >3 So from that day on
they made plans to put him to death.

R: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

Please be seated

Sermon Hymn (To sing harmony, turn to # 441 in the Lutheran Service Book)

Ride On, Ride On in Majesty
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The Message

Please Stand

Pastor Steve Hayden



Apostles' Creed

C: 1 believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence
He will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life I« everlasting. Amen.

Please be seated
Offering
To Our Guests: We do not charge for any of our services. All our services,
programs, and expenses are freely supported by the gifts and offerings of our
members. As our guests, you have not been invited for what you can give, but for
what God can give you.

Instrumental Anthem: Lev Ryabinin

Please stand as the offering is brought to the altar.

Create in Me
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Our Offering Pledge

C: We pause in our worship, to rededicate ourselves, our time, talents,
and treasure, to the service of Christ our Savior. We remember also
our responsibility of friendliness to and concern for our
fellow-worshippers, for those who are absent, and for our
unchurched friends and neighbors. May the Holy Spirit help us to
witness for Christ, in whatever way He directs us during the coming
days.

Prayer of the Church

* Prayer Of The Church
(After the pastor ends each petition with, “Lord in Your Mercy, the
congregation responds with, “Hear our prayer.”)




The Lord's Prayer

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
C: Amen.
Please be seated

Congregational Hymn (To sing harmony, turn to # 544 in the Lutheran Service Book)
O Love, How Deep
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6 For us He rose from death again;
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For us He sent His Spirit here
To guide, to strengthen, and to cheer.
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Announcements
Birthdays & Anniversaries
The Dismissal
P: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord!
C: Thanks be to God!
+ Post-service Music +

GOD’S BLESSINGS to all those celebrating birthdays this week:
e Tuesday, March 30™ — Barney Ross
and anniversaries
e Wednesday, April 15t — Brant & Louise Moore
e Friday, April 3" — Barney & Sharon Ross
Best wishes!
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. EASTER LILIES: The Easter lilies have been cancelled due to the
possibility of no service.

If you have already donated, please inform Walter Krause or Deb if
you wish a refund or have the donation credited toward your regular
contributions.



WEEKLY CALENDAR

ROMANS BIBLE CLASS: Suspended
LENTEN WORSHIP SERVICES: Online on church website & Facebook
SUNDAY WORSHIP: Online on church website & Facebook

WATCHING CHURCH SERVICES ONLINE: Lake Oconee Lutheran Church will be
posting the weekly Wednesday night Lenten and Sunday Worship Services videos
on our website (lakeoconeelutheran.org) and our Facebook page. The
Wednesday service will always be available by Wednesday evening. We will be
attempting to have the Sunday service online by Saturday evening, but it will be
available no later than Monday morning.

The Church Council, in following the guidelines encouraged by State and National
leaders, has determined that Lake Oconee Lutheran will not meet together in
person but will continue on-line worship through Holy Week including Maundy
Thursday, April 9t and Good Friday, April 10". We are hopeful to be allowed to
worship in person again on Easter Sunday, April 12%. This will, of course, be
subject to change depending on the direction of our medical leaders. Watch your
inbox for directions on an opportunity in the coming week to receive Holy
Communion.

‘ The Spring (April - June) Portals of Prayer are available in the church
narthex, next to the sanctuary doors.



http://webmail.plantationcable.net/?_task=mail&_caps=pdf%3D1%2Cflash%3D0%2Ctiff%3D0%2Cwebp%3D1&_uid=30945&_mbox=INBOX&_action=show
http://lakeoconeelutheran.org/
http://webmail.plantationcable.net/?_task=mail&_caps=pdf%3D1%2Cflash%3D0%2Ctiff%3D0%2Cwebp%3D1&_uid=30945&_mbox=INBOX&_action=show

LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH
We are Built for a Purpose

Built Through Word and Sacrament -

...believing in and making faithful and frequent use of the Bible,
Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper as the means by which God gives and
sustains faith and empowers and strengthens us for Christian living.

Built Through Ongoing Learning —

...providing quality, Bible based instruction to foster greater
understanding of God’s Word and to better equip members for their
discipleship.

Built For Service —
...reaching out to others by word and deed to join in the sharing of
God’s blessings and grace, which is free to all believers.

Built For Discipleship —
...utilizing fully our time, talents, and resources to serve and love the
Lord, furthering our commission of discipleship.

Built For Fellowship —

...caring for and sharing with our church family; fostering greater love,
understanding, and concern for the physical and spiritual well-being of
all brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ.

The window behind the altar is our EASTER SUNRISE WINDOW.
The cross hanging in front of the window is an empty cross, reminding us
that Jesus rose from the dead and is alive now to be with us here and
always. Every Sunday is a celebration of Easter. The symbol on the front
of the ALTAR is a combination of two Greek letters: the “chi,” which looks
like our English “x,” and the “rho,” which looks like our “p.” In the Greek,
these letters are the first two of “Christ.” Combined as they are, they
suggest the cross. Superimposed on the cross is a heart, the reminder that
God'’s love for us is the reason Jesus died on the cross. God’s love for us

empowers us to share his love with others.




