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Dear Friends,

This month we celebrate Memorial Day and remember the men and women who
served in our Armed Forces, including General Douglas MacArthur. In 1942 the
Japanese were winning stunning victories in the Pacific. The Americans in the
Philippines were forced to leave the country. At that dark moment, General
Douglas MacArthur firmly made a promise to the Philippine people, “I shall
return.”

Two years later, in October 1944, MacArthur’s voice came via radio to the people
of the Philippines with the electrifying news, “We have returned.” The promise
had been kept. A beachhead had been established in the Gulf of Leyte, and the
Philippines would soon be liberated. MacArthur made good on his promise.

Forty days after His resurrection, Jesus gathers His disciples for some final words
about waiting for the Holy Spirit and witnessing to the world. “6¢ So when they had
come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, will you at this time restore the
kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or
seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” ° And



when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a
cloud took him out of their sight.”

Then comes a word of promise. “ 1 And while they were gazing into heaven as
he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, ' and said, “Men of
Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into
heaven.” Acts 1:6-11. In effect, Jesus is making a promise to them, to us, saying
to all, “I shall return!”

We live in the period between the ascension of Jesus and His return at the Last
Day. Even as the disciples received the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, we, too, through
the Word of God, know that the Holy Spirit has brought us to faith. Jesus has
already won the victory over sin, death, and Satan. He is with us through Word
and sacraments.

While we do struggle under the occupation forces of evil as Satan continues to
attack the church, we already know that Jesus will keep His promise. We already
live with the promise that Jesus, who won the victory, will return to liberate us
forever. He will not fail us. One day, we can be certain, Jesus will announce, “I
have returned!”

Pastor Steve



Announcements

LOLC offers Bible Study

&

Women'’s Bible Study
The Women’s Bible Study is meeting in the Council or meeting room
around the big table with informal sessions and open discussion about
the Bible and its impact on our everyday lives.

The Women’s Bible Study is studying the book entitled Heaven by
Jennifer Rothschild. Who goes there? Where is it? What will we do
there? How can we know the truth about what comes next? We will be
exploring the subject of Heaven from a biblical perspective and
separate what’s true about Heaven from what’s based on legend,
media depictions, and hopeful guesses. Don't just wonder about
Heaven—embrace it with a faith that turns anticipation into excitement
and peace. We meet every Tuesday at 10:00 am in the church
conference room. We would love to have you join us.

Sunday Morning Bible class
“I’m a spiritual person, but I’'m not religious.” Have you ever
heard someone say something like this? Today, many people
feel that no organized religion empowers them to be healthy,
renewed, or growing human beings—or even Christians! To
them, rituals and organizations found in churches are mere
empty shells.

Jesus says: “I came that they may have life and have it
abundantly” (John 10:10). Lutherans confess that a true Church
is not measured by “my taste” or “my sincerest spirituality”;



rather, the Church is where our crucified and risen Lord Jesus
lives and gives His abundant gifts.

Join us on Sunday mornings at 9am, in person or live-
streamed, for “What is the Church?”

Wednesday morning Zoom class

Mid-Week Bible Class Update
No class on May 6 or May 13.
We’'ll be back on Zoom May 20 at 10:30 a.m. with a
brand new topic—stay tuned for details!

Worship Update -- Live streaming
Remember, we are now live streaming our Sunday Bible
Class and Worship. This means both services will be
broadcast live as they happen on Sunday mornings at
9:00 am and 10:30 am on Facebook or by clicking the
button on our website homepage. Join us as we all
come together in worship. If you are unable to be online
while they are live, do not worry. The recorded services
will remain available for you to watch later as well. You
may find it on the @lakeoconeelutheranchurch page on
Facebook or the website. God's blessings to each of
you!

Lake Oconee Lutheran has activated a call committee. The
committee's job will be to develop a list of pastor candidates to
present to the Voter's Assembly out of which the Voters may



select one to call to serve our church along with Pastor Steve
and to serve the mission in Milledgeville.

The most important job of this committee, in fact, the most
important job for each of us, is to pray. Pray that the Lord will
lead us to the pastor who may serve here faithfully and joyfully
and be a part of our life in mission and obedience to God's
Word.

Join me in saying this prayer, or a prayer like this:

The most important job of this committee, in fact, the most
important job for each of us, is to pray. Pray that the Lord will
lead us to the pastor who may serve here faithfully and joyfully
and be a part of our life in mission and obedience to God's
Word.

Almighty God, since You have called Your Church to
witness that in Christ You have reconciled us to
Yourself, grant that by Your Holy Spirit we may
proclaim the good news of Your salvation so that all
who hear it may receive new life. May Your Holy
Spirit lead and guide us in calling a pastor to serve
among us according to Your will and proclaim Your
saving Gospel to us and to our communities. And
may that same Spirit help the one called to
recognize Your presence among us and, if it be Your
will, to accept the call as Pastor here. In Jesus' name
we pray. Amen.



The Sandwich Ministry of Stone Mountain at Rock of Ages

Lutheran Church, a suburban church supporting an urban

ministry, is currently seeking volunteers for our next delivery

on May 17, 2026. Lake Oconee Lutheran Church invites all

members to sign up now to help provide meals for this urban

community.

Preparation Requirements:

. Assembly: Each sandwich should consist of one slice of

cheese and one slice of meat (turkey, ham, bologna, or
roast beef).

. No Condiments: Do not add mayo or mustard, as
sandwiches must stay fresh for up to six days.

. Individual Packaging: Place each sandwich in a sealed
plastic bag and clearly label it with the type of meat.

. Bulk Labeling: Group individual sandwiches into a larger
bag and write the preparation date on the outside.

How to Support:
. Quantities: One loaf of square sandwich bread typically
yields 10 sandwiches.

. Donations Needed: We are in need of additional coolers
for transport.

. Volunteer Opportunity: We are seeking a ride-along
volunteer to assist with the May 17th delivery.

The sign-up sheet is on the blue table in the narthex. If you
have questions, please contact Kathie Kueven.


https://www.rockofageschurch.org/
https://www.rockofageschurch.org/
https://lakeoconeelutheran.org/

(_hoir Notes

Benefits of Singing
It makes you happier
It reduces stress, anxiety and depression
It brings people together
It exercises your lungs
It improves your posture

It shares the love of Jesus

Please come and join our choir as we make “a joyful noise unto
the Lord!” The choir meets for rehearsal every Sunday at 9 am in
the choir room.

ImATATATATATY

Flower Donations for Sunday Worship
Thank you to everyone who donates flowers.
e If you'd like your donation mentioned in the bulletin, please fill
out the sign-up sheet on the blue table with all desired details
(e.g., in memory or honor of someone).
e Please do not include lilies in your arrangements, as a member
has severe allergies.
Thank you for your understanding and support.

All-Congregation Voter’s Meeting

On Sunday, May 31, there will be an all-congregational Voters’
Meeting after worship.



Mites

The Widow’s mite of Mark 12: 41-44 s theinspiration for the LWML mite boxes.
e® The Ladies of the Church organize mites’ collections

2 onacontinuous basis. The third Sunday of each

E month is the official Mites Sunday after which the
monies gathered go to the Lutheran Women's Missionary
League to support various ministries around the world.
Detailed information is available at www.lwml.org and
on Facebook. The third Sunday of the month is
designated Mite Sunday, but donations are always
welcome. April Mites donations were $147

Clic M Coffee & Fellowship

Jon wg!

The coffee fellowship that follows the Sunday
church service gives us an opportunity to
— welcome visitors, meet new members and
visit each other. We are thankful for familiar
friendliness of our church family.

*We need volunteers signing up for snacks
and serving.

Look for the signup sheet in the narthex or
register on Sign-Up Genius (see link below
under the Volunteers Needed heading.)

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE WORSHIP SERVICE

Volunteers Needed!

We need people to sign up to help! We need help in the Little Free
Pantry, Coffee fellowship, greeters, ushers and more.
You can sign up for the following Sunday Worship Volunteer Roles
online through Sign-up Genius:

e Greeter


http://www.lwml.org/

Scripture Reader
Communion Assistant

Communion Usher

Coffee Fellowship

Here is a link to Sign-up Genius (Ctrl + Click to navigate to site.)
https://www.sighupgenius.com/go/10C0849A4A723A5FBC25-

57931584-sunday

Additional volunteer Roles include:

+» Altar Care there is a signup sheet in the narthex on the front

table.

¢ Sunday service camera operator. We will provide training on how
to manage it. sighup sheets are in the narthex on the front table,

or you can call/email the church office.

¢ Ushers’ signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table, or you

can call/email the church office.

+¢ Little Free Pantry signup sheets are in the narthex on the front

table.

¢ Sunday School teachers, 2 teachers per Sunday to rotate, sign-ups

are on the blue table.

CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED FOR
* FOR *——

on May 25, 2026 il

m\ ,«?‘- . ;‘”«’k,
SrEEmNN
,‘ ».“ AN N A 1

N - K/meemépri/g all who served —
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0849A4A723A5FBC25-57931584-sunday
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0849A4A723A5FBC25-57931584-sunday

Members of LOLC Celebrating Birthdays and
Anniversaries this month!

May Birthdays May Anniversaries

e 5/05 Joshua & Bailey Ringer
e 5/07 Larry & Sue Davis

e 5/18 Andrew & Alison Ringer
e 5/23 Mark & Konni Dentler

e 5/25 Mark & Monica Ketchie

5/01 Mara Lipacis

5/12 Dale Johnson

5/12 Terry Pedersen
5/14 Tom Saner

5/19 Evelyn Crockett
5/19 Mary Helen Ringer
5/26 Sandy Langan
5/26 Bruce Punger
5/29 Cindy McCrea



Lake Oconee Lutheran Church
Council Meeting
April 12, 2026

The meeting was called to order by President Mike Joost. Pastor Steve led us in prayer.
All council members were in attendance.

The minutes from the March 8, 2026, council meeting were approved.

Council Committee Reports:

VP/Personnel: Pam Kunz — No report.

Treasurer: Kathie Kueven — The March Treasurer’s Report was distributed and reviewed.

Collections were $36,330 which is $353 below budget and $13,894 below budget year-to-date. Expenses
were $4,756 below budget year-to-date for a net difference of $9,138 below budget. Pastor’s expenses
were a little higher than budget due to his taxes being paid and the district’s mission expenses were
paid. All our bank balances are strong.

Financial Secretary: Walter Krause — The financial report for March was distributed and reviewed.
Walter calculated we had $35,985 in member offerings vs. $31,082 in the Treasurer’s Report. Walter will
work with Kathie to uncover the discrepancy. Other donations in March were $3,327 lower than last
year primarily due to a donation given to Bread of Life from the Florida Georgia District in 2025. Total
donations year-to-date are $449.18 higher than last year.

Congregation Secretary: Carol Campbell — No report.

Christian Education: Vacant — The children in Sunday school made replicated manna today in class.
Christian Service/Outreach: Kayleen Ringer — The children’s easter egg hunt and the Easter brunch were
successful. There were approximately 13 children who participated in the easter egg hunt. We collected
quite a bit of money for the easter basket project. There was a nice luncheon after Gary Roper’s
memorial.

Church Properties: Mark Dentler — We received information from JC Site works who let us know there is
a sewer line out on the road and Piedmont has given us verbal approval for the community center to tap
into it. Piedmont will make an appointment to meet Mark at the church as they need to run the tap to a
certain point and determine whether it will be a pump or gravity feed. We would then tap into the line.
JC Site works will then remove the septic tank. Mark is obtaining quotes on the cost. Mike Joost asked
Mark to get the well water at the community center tested. There was discussion as to whether we
should keep the well or tap into Piedmont water at the community center. Once Mark obtains the quote
on the sewer line and removal of septic tank, he will circulate it for council approval.

Lay Ministry: Don Menke — An Elder’s meeting is scheduled after church on Sunday, April 19.

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Hayden — Pastor thanked everyone who volunteered to help with Easter and
Holy Week services. We had a large Easter Sunday attendance with a lot of visitors. We still have tulips
left over if anyone wants them. On Saturday, April 11, Pastor performed a burial service in Union Point
for a Lutheran family who lives in Dallas, Texas, who wanted the burial there.

Old Business:

Milledgeville Update: Oconee Valley Health Care is still waiting for a revised bid. We will have a
groundbreaking service before the work begins.

Carol Dunn Estate — We have a meeting set up with Howell Cullens on April 22 at 4:00 pm at the church.
There will be two separate recordings. The first will be information on the bequest and his
recommendation on how we should handle the investments. The second recording will be information
the congregation can use if they want to set up a bequest of securities to the church.

Milledgeville Call Committee — The call committee had their first meeting with President Rocky this past
week via Zoom who outlined the call process. The committee will define the skills and qualities they are



looking for as we enter into the call process. This will take several weeks and will involve the
congregation who will also outline the skills they believe we need. We have decided to call a pastor in
that role as of now. The call needs to come through the congregation via a Voter’s Meeting. The call
committee will shepherd the process and provide two to three candidates for the congregation to
consider. The congregation led by the Holy Spirit will determine who to call to Lake Oconee Church. The
pastor’s job will be to oversee Milledgeville as well as a few duties at Lake Oconee. In the end, it will be
one congregation with two sites. In the future, if God blesses a congregation that grows in Milledgeville
and they become independent that would be wonderful.

Sign Decommissioning — The sign has been cut off and capped. The sign and message board will no
longer be lit up. Since we are entering into summer, we will leave it unlit.

Assistants to Treasurer and Financial Secretary — Don Menke will be working with Walter and Scott
Manley will be working with Kathie to assist them with their roles. Scott will retire in June and is ready to
step in right afterward.

New Business:

Christian Education Position — Nola Sayne has agreed to complete Margaret’s term as Christian
Education chair. We will hold a new election for the position in the fall. A motion was made, seconded
and approved for Nola to complete Margaret’s term.

Bequest from Dunn Estate — We had discussed setting aside the bequest from the Dunn estate to pay
for the pastor’s salary in Milledgeville. A motion was made, seconded and approved to set aside the
bequest to pay for the new pastor’s salary and expenses. We will inform the congregation about the
bequest and its approved use at the next Voter’s meeting.

Next Voter’s Meeting — A motion was made, seconded and approved to schedule the next voter’s
meeting on Sunday, May 31. At the meeting, we will share information on the Dunn estate bequest, how
we want to use the bequest, the call process and obtaining congregation approval to change Pastor
Steve’s title to Senior Pastor.

The meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted by:

Carol Campbell
Congregational Secretary
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