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GOD WRITES HIS WORD ON OUR LIVES, BUILDING US INTO A FAMILY ENGAGED IN SPIRIT-

FILLED SERVICE 

Worship Times 

Sunday Bible Class: 9:00 AM 

Children’s Sunday School: 9 AM 

Sunday Worship: 10:30 AM 

 

1ST, 3RD, AND 5TH Sundays Holy Communion 

2nd & 4th  Sundays Morning Worship 

  

Contact Info 

Lake Oconee Lutheran Church 

Phone: 706-485-4600 

Website: lakeoconeelutheran.org 

 

Pastor: Steven Hayden 

revshayden@gmail.com 

Secretary: Cheri Kitchens, 

officelolc@gmail.com 

Instrumentalist: Dr. Lev Rybanin Choir Director: Dr. Youngmi Kim 
 

FROM PASTOR STEVE 

“Gratitude is not just a seasonal mood; it is a vital spiritual posture.” — A Message of Giving Thanks in Everything 

Dear Friends, 
 
As November arrives, our calendars fill up with plans for family gatherings, travel, and the classic turkey dinner. 

Retailers jump straight from Halloween decorations to Christmas lights, often making November feel like a 
rushed hallway we race through to get to December. 
 
Yet Thanksgiving calls us to hit the brakes. It invites us to pause, look around, and remember the source of 
every good thing in our lives. 
 
For the believer, gratitude is not just a seasonal mood or a once-a-year holiday tradition. It is a vital spiritual 
posture. The Apostle Paul wrote in 1 Thessalonians 5:18, "In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus concerning you." 
 
Notice that Paul didn't say, "Give thanks when everything is easy." He wrote, "In everything." 
 

Counting Our Blessings 
During this season of reflection, let us be specific in our thankfulness: 

• For God's ultimate gift: We thank Him for Jesus Christ, His indescribable love, and the grace that 
redeems us. 

• For our church family: We thank God for the fellowship, support, and community we share in Him. 
• For daily provisions: We thank Him for our homes, our food, our health, and even the trials that shape 

our endurance. 
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• For Opportunities to Serve:  We thank Him for giving us ways to serve our neighbors; through 
volunteering at the Bread of Life food pantry, through the Little Free Pantry, through teaching Sunday 
school, signing up to serve at church, and soon (hopefully) through the mission at Milledgeville. 

 
This week, let your gratitude overflow beyond the dinner table. Reach out to someone who might be lonely, 
pray for a neighbor, and let your everyday life be a living song of praise to our Creator. 
 
Have a blessed and deeply thankful Thanksgiving! 

 

Pastor Steve 

 



HOW TO GIVE STOCKS, BONDS, OR SECURITIES TO LOLC 

If you wish to make a gift to Lake Oconee Lutheran Church from appreciated 
stocks, bonds, or securities, you may do so without incurring tax liability for capital 
gains. To begin the transfer, follow these steps: 

1. Contact Howell Cullens at Piedmont Financial Partners: 404-660-3636, 
howell@pfpartners.net, or his office just off Linger Longer Road. 

2. Have your account information and the name of the security you wish to 
transfer available; a copy of your latest statement is helpful. 

3. Review, sign, and return the transfer request Howell sends so he can 
complete the transfer and notify you when it is done. 

Please feel free to call or email Howell Cullens with any questions or 
concerns you may have regarding the transfer process. 

Upon completion of the transfer process, please inform the church, in 
writing, of: 

• Your name,  

• the donation amount,  

• and whether the donation should be credited to the General Fund 
or a different designated item. 

This may be dropped into the offering box in the church and will help 
us credit the donation appropriately. Thank you! 

WORSHIP UPDATE — LIVE STREAMING 

Remember, we are now live streaming our Sunday Bible Class and 
Worship. This means both services will be broadcast live as they 
happen on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am and 10:30 am on Facebook or 
by clicking the button on our website homepage. Join us as we all 
come together in worship. If you are unable to be online while they 
are live, do not worry. The recorded services will remain available for 
you to watch later as well. You may find it on the 
@lakeoconeelutheranchurch page on Facebook or the website. God's 
blessings to each of you! 

 



CHOIR NOTES 

 

BIBLE STUDIES & FELLOWSHIP 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

Join us each Tuesday at 10:00 AM in the Conference Room for a Bible study: “Luke: 
Gut-Level Compassion” by Lisa Harper. Together, we will dive into Luke's Gospel 
and look at the profound, unconditional love Jesus has for real, messy people. You 
don't have to have it all together to fit in here—just come as you are! 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE CLASS 

What is prayer? It’s a simple enough question and a natural place to start.  Perhaps 
just as good a question is “What isn’t prayer?”  Prayer, quite simply, is speaking to 
God what is in our hearts. Prayer is not a means through which God speaks to us; 
God speaks to us through His Word. In prayer, then, we have the privilege of 
striking up a conversation with our Creator.  

Join us on Zoom every Wednesday morning at 10:30 am for Prayer. 

SUNDAY MORNING CLASS 

The study of the New Testament is nothing less than an exploration into 
the thoughts and desires of God for ordinary people like you and me. It 
takes us from this hardened and selfish world into the promise of a world 
where God’s peace, justice, and mercy will be complete. 
 



We, too, can view the world as meaningless and without hope. But Jesus 
Christ came to rescue the world from its quagmire, and His deliverance 
continues to change our lives. 
 
Join us in person on Sunday mornings for Exploring the New Testament 
in the church at 9 am. This will also be live-streamed on Facebook and 
our website. 
 

SERVICE & VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

SUNDAY FLOWER DONATIONS 

 

Thank you to everyone who donates flowers for our Sunday worship! If you would 
like to give flowers, please keep these two important points in mind: 

• Bulletin Dedications: To have your dedication included in the bulletin (e.g., in 
memory of or in honor of), please write the exact wording on the sign-up 
sheet located on the blue table in the entry. 

• Strictly No Lilies: Please explicitly request no lilies in your arrangements. A 
member of our congregation has a life-threatening allergy to them and 
cannot be in the building if they are present. 

Thank you for your help. 

CALL COMMITEE 

Lake Oconee Lutheran has activated a call committee. The committee's job will be 
to develop a list of pastor candidates to present to the Voter's Assembly out of 
which the Voters may select one to call to serve our church along with Pastor Steve 
and to serve the mission in Milledgeville.  

The most important job of this committee, in fact, the most important job for each 
of us, is to pray. Pray that the Lord will lead us to the pastor who may serve here 
faithfully and joyfully and be a part of our life in mission and obedience to God's 
Word. 



Join me in saying this prayer, or a prayer like this: 

Almighty God, since You have called Your Church to witness that in 
Christ You have reconciled us to Yourself, grant that by Your Holy Spirit 
we may proclaim the good news of Your salvation so that all who hear 
it may receive new life. May Your Holy Spirit lead and guide us in 
calling a pastor to serve among us according to Your will and proclaim 
Your saving Gospel to us and to our communities. And may that same 
Spirit help the one called to recognize Your presence among us and, if 
it be Your will, to accept the call as Pastor here. In Jesus' name we 
pray. Amen. 

JUST A REMINDER 

Lake Oconee Lutheran can receive gifts by credit card/debit card now.  You 
will find the terminal in the entryway on the shelving near the 
kitchen.  Please be aware that there is a charge to the church for each gift 
received in this way. (If you include your name on the form (screen) when 
it asks, the gift will show up on your church statement, but we are unable 
to do that if you do not input your name). You may also request a receipt 
sent to you if desired. 

COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP 

 

Do you enjoy our coffee and treats after service during Coffee Fellowship time? If 
so, there are quite a few openings over the next month for you to provide 
something. Join with a friend or bring a few things to share on your own. Sign up 
on the Blue Table for the week that you are available to host our Coffee Fellowship 
Time. 

MITES 

The Widow’s mite of Mark 12: 41-44 is the inspiration for the LWML mite boxes. 

The Ladies of the Church organize mites’ collections on a 
continuous basis. The third Sunday of each month is the official 
Mites Sunday after which the monies gathered go to the 



Lutheran Women's Missionary League to support various ministries 
around the world.  
Detailed information is available at www.lwml.org and on 
Facebook. The third Sunday of the month is designated Mite Sunday, 
but donations are always welcome. In October we collected $168. 
We express heartfelt thanks for your charitable generosity.  

BLOOD DRIVE 

 

Lake Oconee Lutheran’s next blood drives will be November 5 and 
December 3. If you are interested in volunteering a little of your time to 
help, please reach out to Pam Kunz at kunzpd3@outlook.com 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

We need people to sign up to help! We need help in the Little Free Pantry, 
Coffee fellowship, greeters, ushers and more.  

You can sign up for the following Sunday Worship Volunteer Roles online 
through Sign-up Genius:  

• Greeter 

• Scripture Reader 

• Communion Assistant 

• Communion Usher 

• Coffee Fellowship 

Here is a link to Sign-up Genius (Ctrl + Click to navigate to site.) 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0849A4A723A5FBC25-57931584-
sunday 

Additional volunteer Roles include: 

❖ Altar Care there is a signup sheet in the narthex on the front table. 

http://www.lwml.org/
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❖ Sunday service camera operator. We will provide training on how to manage 
it. signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table, or you can call/email 
the church office. 

❖ Ushers’ signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table, or you can 
call/email the church office. 

❖ Little Free Pantry signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table. 

LAKE OCONEE LUTHERAN CHURCH FOOD MINISTRY 

   

The goal of the Bread of Life Food Pantry and the Little Free Pantry is to respond 
to community needs through food distribution and support, sharing God’s love in 
word and action. Our food ministries serve the community in two distinct ways: 

Ministry Purpose How to Support 
(Donations & Time) 

Schedule & Details 

  

Bread of 
Life Food 
Pantry 

Provides 
equitable access 
to food and 
household 
staples twice per 
month to 
community 
members in 
need. 

• Donations: Cash 
donations are preferred 
due to limited storage 
and specific menu/item 
requirements. 

• Volunteers: Needed to 
set up distribution or 
distribute food. Sign up 
on the blue table in the 
narthex. 

• Setup: 2nd & 4th 
Wednesday at 1:00 
PM (No 4th Wed 
setup in Nov/Dec) 

• Distribution: 2nd 
& 4th Thursday at 
10:00 AM (No 4th 
Thu distribution in 
Nov/Dec) 

• Golden Harvest 
Delivery: 3rd 
Friday at 9:00 AM 



Ministry Purpose How to Support 
(Donations & Time) 

Schedule & Details 

  

Little 
Free 
Pantry 

Provides 
emergency food 
for community 
members who 
face sudden food 
shortages and 
need immediate 
help. 

• Donations: Non-
perishable food and/or 
cash donations (cash is 
used to purchase short-
supply items). Please 
limit food donations 
strictly to items on the 
approved shopping list. 

• Volunteers: Needed to 
check on the cabinet and 
restock supplies when 
low. Sign up on the blue 
table in the narthex. 

• Ongoing daily 
maintenance and 
restocking. 

• A daily 
distribution guide 
and donation 
shopping list are 
posted on the 
doors of the Pantry 
supply cabinet. 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS NEEDED 

 

Help our kids experience God's love! We are recruiting Children’s Sunday school 
teachers to pour into the next generation. We need two volunteers per Sunday for 
our 9:00 – 10:00 AM Bible study. If a childhood Sunday school teacher made a 
difference in your life, consider stepping into that role for our kids today. Head to 
the blue table in the entryway to sign up on the sheet! You can also sign up online 
with Signup Genius. 



SUPPORTING PASTOR RON 

Pastor Ron and Karen have shared that Karen has entered hospice care for her Parkinson’s 
disease, allowing her to receive additional comfort and services. They are reaching out to our 
church family for help with respite care. We are looking for volunteer women willing to spend 
about 2 hours with Karen occasionally. This will allow Pastor Ron to run errands or take a brief 
break. They are not seeking a regular commitment, just a little help now and then. 
 
If you can assist, please call Pastor Ron directly at 706-473-0901. Please keep their family in 
your prayers. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

Our newly formed Singles Social Group will gather on Tuesday, December 
15, at 11:30 a.m. for a cookie exchange and a special outreach project for 
our shut-ins. Lunch will be provided. Please bring two dozen of your favorite 
homemade or store-bought cookies—one dozen to exchange with fellow 
attendees and one dozen to help create cookie trays for our shut-ins. If you 
plan to attend, please sign up on the blue table so we can prepare enough 
lunch for everyone. 

NOVEMBER IS SANDWICH MONTH! 

On Sunday, November 22, we will once again be taking sandwiches to 
Rock of Ages in Stone Mountain. Please sign up on the blue table if you can 
bring sandwiches (no condiments as the sandwiches may be frozen.) Place 
each sandwich in a baggie marked with the type of meat and place the 
baggies inside the bread bag. Place the date on the outside of the bread 
bag. Sandwiches will be delivered following church 
 



CELEBRATIONS 

Members of LOLC Celebrating 

Birthdays and Anniversaries this month! 
•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  
 

 

November Birthdays 

• 11/07 Janie Fritch 

• 11/07 Kurt Huntzinger 

• 11/07 Phil Johnson 

• 11/13 Jerry Campbell 

• 11/14 Bob Mai 

• 11/15 Donna Crouch 

• 11/15 Sandra Kinsella 

• 11/25 Harold Sollenberger 

• 11/19 Kent Matson 

• 11/20 Gustavo Romero 

• 11/21 Max Ringer 

• 11/23 William Glenn 

• 11/23 Lucille Ringer 

• 11/27 Candy McAllister 

 

 

November Anniversaries 

• 11/14 Joseph & Ashley Henning 

• 11/21 Joe & Dawn Moynihan 

• 11/28 Joe & Sandy Wingard 

 



COUNCIL NOTES 

Lake Oconee Lutheran Church  

Council Meeting  

October 11, 2026  

  

The meeting was called to order by President Mike Joost. Pastor Steve led us in prayer.  

Kayleen Ringer was absent, and all other members were in attendance.  

The minutes from the September 13, 2026, council meeting were approved.   

Council Committee Reports:   

VP/Personnel: Pam Kunz – Pam presented nominations for Church Council Officers. They are  

Scott Manley as Treasurer to replace Kathie Kueven, Nola Sayne for Christian Education, Mark 

Dentler for Church Properties and Kayleen Ringer for Christian Service/Outreach. These 

candidates will be voted on at the next voter’s meeting.  

Treasurer: Kathie Kueven – The bank changed their system so Kathie did not have a report 

but will send out the treasurer’s report to the Council when it is ready.  

Financial Secretary: Walter Krause – The financial report for September was distributed and 

discussed. Member Donations for September were $20,039, which was $1,646 less than the 

same period last year as there were five Sundays in 2025 compared to four in 2026. Year to 

date donations were $3,992 higher than last year. Other donations for September were 

$1,460 lower than last year primarily due to a difference in Bread of Life giving.  

Congregation Secretary: Carol Campbell – No report.  

Christian Education: Nola Sayne – Nola purchased two small storage units that will be used to 

store supplies for Sunday school.  

Church Properties: Mark Dentler – No report.  

Lay Ministry: Don Menke – No report.  

Christian Service/Outreach: Kayleen Ringer – Pam reported that Kayleen suggests Operation 

Christmas Child would be all online donations this year. If someone wants to fill a shoebox, 

they will be made available but are due by November 13. She also suggests a local project for 

Christmas this year. The council discussed working with the Eatonton Service League who 

provides a list of families to adopt or an Angel Tree. We’ve had 505 blood donations so far 

this year.  

There was a discussion about Advent services, and whether we would continue with the 

alternating evening and daytime services. A motion was made, seconded and approved that 

we would continue with the alternating services for Advent. There will be two evening 

services and one daytime service for Advent. We will continue this practice with Lent.  

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Hayden – Pastor thanked the congregation for his 8th anniversary at 

Lake Oconee and all the support he and Linda have received. A week ago, Pastor attended 

two conferences, one for Georgia Patient Care Association where he received a bigger picture 



onwhat the State of Georgia is doing with patient care and how it aligns with Milledgeville. 

He also went to the Equip Conference for the Florida Georgia District and received a lot of 

information on how we can continue to provide outreach services to our community. Pastor 

asked to set a date for decoration of the Church. It was decided to set December 5 as the 

date to decorate the tree and the date of January 9 to take everything down. A reminder that 

November 3 is election day, and we are a polling place.  

Old Business:  

Milledgeville Update: The first bank Oconee Valley approached did not offer a mortgage 

because they didn’t want to be in a position to foreclose on a church. They are still working 

with the other two banks.  

Call Committee: The committee narrowed in on one candidate, and we will be inviting him to 

meet with the committee and interview in person. We can then schedule a call meeting for 

the congregation who has the authority to call someone.  

New Business:   

2027 Budget – The 2027 budget was distributed. There were several small changes such as 

renaming debt reduction to capital improvement fund. The forecast of offerings for 2026 will 

be a little lower than last year as we are not sure what type of end-of-year one-time gifts we 

will receive. A motion was made, seconded and approved to accept the 2027 budget.  

Date for Congregation Meeting – The annual voter’s meeting will be held on November 15, 

2026.  

Continued Rental Use of the Community Center – The short-term rentals have become a 

problem. People who hold parties do not clean up like they should and it is causing 

difficulties. The long-term rentals such as the bridge club and blood drives will continue. In 

the future, we might start using the Community Center exclusively for Bread of Life. There 

was discussion as to whether we could convert the building for a larger church purpose 

beyond Bread of Life such as hosting church celebrations, funeral luncheons, etc. A motion 

was made, seconded and approved to stop short-time private party rentals as of January 1, 

2027.   

The meeting was adjourned followed by the Lord’s prayer.  

Respectfully Submitted by:  

  
Carol Campbell  

Congregational Secretary                                                                                                                   
  

  

 



TREASURER’S REPORT 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 



CALENDAR 
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