
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Church  Newsletter                                                                                                                                                                                 November 2023 
 
 

Pastor Steven Hayden 
 revshayden@gmail.com 

 

Secretary Sonya Plunkett 

officelolc@gmail.com 
 

Instrumentalist   Dr. Lev Rybanin 

Choir Director   Dr. Youngmi Kim 

Sunday Service  10:30 a.m. 

1st, 3rd, & 5
th

 Sundays Holy Communion 

2nd & 4
th

 Sundays Morning Worship  

Bible Class  9:00 a.m. 

Children’s Sunday School 10am 

1089 Lake Oconee Parkway  

Eatonton, Georgia  31024 

Church Office 706-485-4600 
 

Visit our web site: www.lakeoconeelutheran.org 

 
 

Dear Friends in Christ,    

On October 31, 1517, a German pastor named Martin Luther started the Reformation 
when he nailed his Ninety-Five Theses to the Castle Church door in Wittenberg, 
Germany. That happened more than five hundred years ago. We are still remembering 
and celebrating the Reformation today because it teaches us the central truth of 
Christianity: we are not saved because we are good people who do good things. We are 
not saved because we give money to the Church. We are not saved because of anything 
we do at all. No, not at all.  

 The central truth of Christianity is this: we are saved because of God’s grace, that 
is, the undeserved love God has for sinners like us. We are saved because of what Jesus 
has done for us. That’s the good news we hear in Romans 3:28, “We hold that one is 
justified by faith apart from works of the law.” That means that our celebration today 
isn’t about the hammer and nail that Martin Luther used five hundred years ago. Our 
celebration today is really about the hammer and nails that were used on Jesus two 
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thousand years ago. That hammer put nails through Jesus’ hands and feet to crucify Him 
on the cross.  

 That hammer and another nail put a sign on the cross, above Jesus’ head. That 
sign wasn’t the Ninety-Five Theses. The sign said, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the 
Jews.” The true King overall, Jesus Christ, came to die for us sinners. Jesus came as the 
Baby in Bethlehem so that He could grow up and sacrifice His sinless life so that we 
could be forgiven our sins. Jesus didn’t do that because we were good enough and had 
earned it; He did it because He loves us. Jesus’ gracious love for you and for me and for 
this whole world full of sinners is what took Him to the cross. By His death on the cross, 
our salvation is won. By His resurrection on that first Easter, we know that we too will 
be raised from the dead. This is good news!  

 This is the good news of our salvation. And we know that this good news is true 
for us because Jesus has promised it to us in His Word and in Holy Baptism. We are 
saved by grace because Jesus loves us, and we receive our salvation through faith, 
trusting what Jesus has told us is true. This good news is the heart of the Reformation. 
This good news is the heart of the Church still today.  

This good news of Jesus Christ is why we’re celebrating today and forever! 

 

                                                                                                                 Pastor Steve 
 
 
 

We have all read the stories and heard the lessons in church, but what if we could stand in 
those very spots today?  In October 2024 Pastor and Linda will be leading a tour to "Walk 
in the Footsteps of Paul". Experience with them the Bible coming to life as we follow in 
the footsteps of the Apostle Paul and walk through the Bible lands ourselves.  This 10 day 
tour will take us to many of the places Paul visited and which we have heard 
about:  Thessaloniki (Thessalonians), Philippi (Philippians), Ephesus (Ephesians), Corinth 
(Corinthians), Crete (where Paul left Titus to serve as pastor), and Athens. We will also visit 
the island of Patmos where the Apostle John experienced the Revelation and more.  In the 
midst of the trip we will board a ship for a three day Mediterranean cruise.  
 
Talk to Pastor Steve for an itinerary, pricing, more information or if you have any 
questions. 

 
 
 

 



 

 

LOLC offers Bible Study  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday Morning Bible class    Mid Week Bible Class 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Dictionary defines a hero as: 

1. a person noted for courageous acts 
or (2) a person with nobility of 
character who is regarded as a role 
model or ideal: as in-He became a 
local hero when he saved the 
drowning child or My older sister is 
my hero. 

So, when we talk about the Heroes of the Faith, 
we are highlighting men and women in the Bible 
who overcame extraordinary difficulties and 
show extraordinary faith.  

However, often to our surprise, their stories 
show that God doesn’t make heroes. God 
chooses ordinary people, quiet people, perhaps 
even unknown people—people like you—to do 
His extraordinary work. These people are not 
held up as towers of strength and ability. Rather, 
we see, God is the true hero of each Bible story! 
These lessons will show how God forgave, 
sustained, and empowered that person to be 
able to serve Him, even as He promises to do 
with you and me today. Join us each 
Wednesday morning as we study the Quiet 
Heroes of the Faith at 10:30 am on Zoom. 

 

 Exodus can seem like a complex 
book,-a book of events and accounts 
that are not always easy to 
understand and to relate to our life 
today. However, referring to the Old 
Testament, Jesus said, "The 
Scriptures ... testify about Me" (John 
5:39). The effort to understand the 
exodus-the going out of God's 
people from Egypt-and the 
encounter with God at Sinai gives us 
a deeper insight into God, His 
dealings with His people, and most 
of all His gift of salvation in Jesus 
Christ. The importance of Exodus 
does not lie in its size or place but in 
its message. Join us on Sunday 
mornings at 9am, either in person in 
the church or livestreamed on 
Facebook for Exodus.  

 

“The Women’s Bible Study resumed their focus of Acts, The Power of the Holy Spirit. We 
will start with lesson 6 of the study which will continue to help us kindle a burning desire 
for a passion-filled life fueled by the heart of God. Please join us whenever the spirit 
moves you. We would love to have you!” We meet on Tuesdays, at 10:00 am in the 
choir room 
 

Women’s Bible class 



 

 

Lake Oconee Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting  

October 8th, 2023 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Tom Mathson followed by a prayer by Pastor 
Hayden. 

Don was not in attendance. 

The minutes from the September 10th council meeting were approved. 

Council Committee Reports: 

VP/Personnel: Mike Joost- no report 

Treasurer: Kathie Kueven- The September reports for the 4 accounts were distributed and 
discussed. LOLC has taken in $170K more YTD then spent due to the receiving of the DOT 
funds. $2400 per month is being transferred per month from the operating fund to the DOT 
Fund. The Bread of Life balance is $54K, and the Community Center balance is $8K.  

Financial Secretary: Walter Krause- The Financial report was distributed by Pastor Hayden. It 
was noted that we are behind in donations YTD by $7K, it was due to 2023 donations given in 
2022 were credited in 2022. A member donated $3500 for the new water fountains. 

Congregational Secretary: Larry Davis- no report 

Church Properties: Barney Ross – Barney is meeting with landscaping companies to provide 
estimates and plans for updating our original landscaping. This is in process. It was suggested 
to get landscape plans to review. It was also discussed that eventually that we may want a 
driveway leading from Hwy 44 through the Community Center parking lot to the church. He 
has also met with Piedmont Water to discuss the Septic tank and well at the Community 
Center. These will be abandoned when the Community Center goes to Piedmont water and 
sewer for the road expansion.  

Lay Ministry: Don Menke- no report 

Christian Education: Bob Elkins- There are 3 children attending Sunday School. 

Christian Service/Outreach: Margaret Pedersen- National Collection Week for Operation 
Christmas Child is November 13-20. The Processing Center trip is scheduled for December 
11.     The Bread of Life first distribution will be on October 12th.  Beth has done a great job at 
getting this rolling. The process for the Bread of Life program was described. 

Pastor’s Report: Steve Hayden- Pastor Hayden thanked the council for the surprise 
recognition of the Pastor and Linda’s 5th Anniversary at LOLC. It was greatly 



 

 

appreciated.   The Florida/Georgia District conference was held the last week of September 
in Florida, and attended by Pastor, Linda and 6 members. The conference focused on 
Outreach, “Loving them in”.  

The Milledgeville committee will meet following Pastor Hayden’s vacation which is from 
October 10-17 for his daughter’s wedding. 

A motion was made by Mike and seconded by Margaret, “I move that we grant permission 
to Pastor Hayden to have a door offering on October 29th and November 5th to support our 
scholarship recipient for the 2024-2025 school year through the Lake Oconee Youth 
Alliance.” The motion passed.  

 
Old Business:  

1. Parking lot sealing and striping- Is complete and looks great. 
2. Sewer/Water project for Community Center-Discussed in committee report. 
3. Election of officers/all positions have nominees.   

 A. President: Mike Joost                                                                                                      
B. Vice President: Pam Kunz                                                                                             
C. Treasurer: Kathie Kueven (incumbent)                                                                                
D. Financial Secretary: Walter Krause (incumbent)                                                            
E. Congregation Secretary: Carol Campbell                                                                          
F. Lay Ministry- Selected by the Board of Elders    

Not up for election this year:    
Church Properties: Barney Ross                                                                          
Christian Education: Bob Elkins                                                                                         
Christian Service/Outreach: Margaret Pedersen 

                                                                                                                                                                        

A motion was made by Walter and seconded by Margaret, “I move that we accept the slate 
of candidates as presented. The motion passed.                                                                         

4. Christmas Eve/Christmas Day Services- Sunday Christmas Eve will have a 10:30 AM 
and a 7 PM service. There will be no Bible Study or Fellowship snacks. Christmas Day will 
have a 10 AM service.                          
 
New Business:    

1. Landscaping Upgrade- Discussed in Committee report. 
2. 2024 Budget Approval- The 2024 budget was presented by Kathie. After questions 
and discussion: 
 



 

 

A motion was made by Walter and seconded by Margaret, “I move that we accept the 2024 
budget as presented.” The motion passed. 

3. Signature cards for new CD’s- It was discussed that Bob Elkins is still on the signature 
card for LOLC at BankSouth.  We need to remove Bob Elkins from the BankSouth account and 
add a new signature. We also need to purchase a new $150K CD at a different institution to 
stay under FDIC limits. 
 
A motion was made by Margaret and seconded by Walter, “I move that we remove Bob 
Elkins from our signature authority at BankSouth.” The motion passed. 
 
A motion was made by Margaret and seconded by Tom, “I move that we add Mike Joost to 
our signature authority at BankSouth” The motion passed.                     

A motion was made by Kathie Kueven and seconded by Margaret Pedersen: “I move that we 
remove $150K from the BankSouth checking account and open a CD for $150K at the 
Exchange Bank. Kathie Kueven and Mike Joost will have signature authority with this 
bank.” The motion passed.                         

           The meeting was adjourned followed by the Lord’s Prayer. 

             Respectfully Submitted by: 

             Larry Davis 

             Congregational Secretary                                                                                  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Let’s welcome new members here at LOLC 
 

Janice Sollenberger  
Roy & Candy McAllister 

Bruce Punger 
Ralph & Audrey Kunz 

Marja Yazbak 
David & Cynthia Plummer 
Stephen & Gayle Bradford 
Alison Vancott-Goodwin 

 

Here’s a little about our new members 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marja Yazbak and her husband Wally moved to the Reynolds area a year ago from Atlanta.  She 
continued to work in the Information Technology until she retired this year. They have two sons 
living in other   areas.  Marja has two cats.  She is currently looking forward to relaxing and 
enjoying retirement in the lake area.  She enjoys swimming and doing laps at the indoor pool at 
Reynolds Lake Club.  She also enjoys having the time to read. Marja has been a lifelong member 
of the Lutheran church.  She was born in Finland but moved to the states many years ago.  The 
members of LOLC welcome Marja to our church 



 

 

Operation Christmas Child – 2023 

This year our Operation Christmas Child (OCC) Ministry will look a little different.  We will 
have shoeboxes with instructions for you to pack your own boxes available after 
Easter.  This way you can personalize your shoeboxes and encourage family and friends to 
participate with you. Include your neighbors, pickleball or tennis team, craft group, or co-
workers.  Pack a box with your grandchildren.  Celebrate your birthday, anniversary, or 
other special event by packing a shoebox with your family or friends. Feel free to pack 
multiple boxes.  Remember, school supplies go on sale in July!  Drop off your filled shoebox 
gifts throughout the year at the church before November 10.   

Another option that you may find more convenient is to build a shoebox online.  Shoebox 
gifts built online go to the ends of the earth to children in some of the hardest-to-reach 
places. Online boxes are carefully prepared, abiding by strict customs regulations to 
safeguard partners who will deliver the gifts, as well as the boys and girls who receive 
them. The suggested donation is $25 per shoebox.  The link and instructions are available 
at:  

(Ctrl+ click to follow the link)  

https://build-a-shoebox.samaritanspurse.org/view/fc231373-e88f-419b-94d9-
5b8845433e26 

You can also scan this QR code below with your cell phone camera: 

 

Select “BUILD A SHOEBOX ONLINE NOW” and follow instructions. By using this link, we will 
be able to track our church’s progress toward our shoebox goal.   

Our “faith goal” this year is 200 boxes. Let us pray and rejoice as God works through us to 
reach children with the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

 

Worship Update -- Live streaming 
Remember, we are now live streaming our Sunday Bible Class and Worship. This means 
both services will be broadcast live as they happen on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am and 
10:30 am on Facebook. Join us as we all come together in worship. If you are unable to 
be online while they are live, do not worry. The recorded services will remain available 
for you to watch later as well. You may find it on the @lakeoconeelutheranchurch page 
on Facebook. God's blessings to each of you! 

https://build-a-shoebox.samaritanspurse.org/view/fc231373-e88f-419b-94d9-5b8845433e26
https://build-a-shoebox.samaritanspurse.org/view/fc231373-e88f-419b-94d9-5b8845433e26


 

 

Mites 
The Widow’s mite of Mark 12: 41-44 is the inspiration for the LWML mite boxes. 

 

The Ladies of the Church 
organize mites’ collections 
on a continuous basis. The 
third Sunday of each 

month is the official Mites 
Sunday after which the monies 
gathered go to the Lutheran 
Women's Missionary League to 
support various ministries 
around the world.  
 

Detailed information is 
available at www.lwml.org and 
on Facebook. The third Sunday 
of the month is designated Mite 
Sunday, but donations are 
always welcome. 
 

We express heartfelt thanks for 
your charitable generosity.  
 
 

             
 

 

Coffee & Fellowship 
The coffee fellowship that follows the Sunday church service gives us an 
opportunity to welcome visitors, meet new members and visit with each 
other. We have missed it, But now it has returned. You may still leave after 
church if you do not feel comfortable yet with the in-person gathering. We 
want you to feel free to make the best decisions for your own care. We do 
want to continue to enjoy the coffee fellowship, so we are making a few 
temporary adjustments for the time being. 
*We are asking you to give each other lots of room and keep in mind the 
need for social distancing. We can still talk with one another, just standing 
further apart. 
*We are also need volunteers signing up for snacks and serving.  
Look for the signup sheet in the narthex on the table if you’d like to 
volunteer. We are thankful for one small step back into the familiar 
friendliness of our church family. 
 
 

Choir Notes 
Choir Meets Sunday mornings @9 am  
 

http://www.lwml.org/


 

 

We’ve been busy here at LOLC 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Bread of Life Ministry food distribution  

 
 
 
 



 

 

Opportunities to Serve 
Little Free Pantry 

Lake Oconee Lutheran has an opportunity to serve our community on a daily basis. We 
now have our own Little Free Pantry where members of the community can come and 
take groceries at any time that they need and leave anything that they do not need. Our 
mission is to stock up on items so that we can have a supply of Groceries to share! 
 
Items to purchase 
*Please make sure they are not expired and in good condition* 
- pasta products/rice/Ramen noodles 
- peanut butter/jelly 
- canned vegetables/fruit 
- pasta sauce 
- canned meat 
 
*Please NO glass containers* 

 

Volunteers 
Altar Care there is a signup sheet in the narthex on the front table.  
Sunday service camera operator. we will provide training on how to manage it. 
signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table, or you can call/email the church 
office.  
Ushers’ signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table, or you can call/email the 
church office 
Coffee Fellowship signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table. 
Little Free Pantry signup sheets are in the narthex on the front table. 
Scripture readers You can contact the office for Sonya to put you on the email list 
Communion assistants you can contact the office for Sonya to put you on the email list 
Sunday School teachers 2 teachers per Sunday to rotate sign ups are on the blue table.  
 

Blood Drive 
The next blood drives are scheduled for Nov 16 & Jan 11. If you are interested in 
volunteering email Pam Kunz at Kunzpd3@outlook.com. To sign up to donate blood go to 
redcrossblood.org and use code LOLC.  
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November 2023 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

29 
9:00 AM Adult 

Bible School  

9:00 am Choir 

Rehearsal 

10:30 AM Worship 

Service 

Communion  

 
 

30 
 

 

31 
10 am Women’s 
Bible Class 
 

 

1 
10:30 ZOOM Bible 
Class 
Happy Birthday 
Bonnie Neuleib 

 

2 
 

 

3 4 
 
5:00 PM Episcopal 

Church Service  

 

5 
9:00 AM Adult 

Bible School  

9:00 am Choir 

Rehearsal 

10:30 AM Worship 

Service  

Communion 
Daylight Savings 
time ends 

 

6 
4 pm Election 
set up 

7 Election Day 
10 am Women’s 
Bible Class 
Happy Birthday 
Janie Fritch 
Phil Johnson 
Happy Anniversary 
Greg & Barbara 
Hardesty 

8 
10:30 ZOOM Bible 
Class 
 

9 
11am Bread of Life 
Distribution 

10  11 Veterans 
Day 

 
5:00 PM Episcopal 

Church Service  

Happy Birthday 
Gary Roper 

12 
9:00 AM Adult 

Bible School  

9:00 am Choir 

Rehearsal 

10:30 AM Worship 

Service 

Council Meeting 
Non-communion 

 

13 
Happy Birthday 
Jerry Campbell 

14 
9 am Quilters Guild 
10 am Women’s 
Bible Class 
2 pm Community 
Center Meeting 

Happy Birthday 
Bob Mai 

15 
10:30 ZOOM Bible 
Class 
Happy Birthday 
Donna Crouch 
Harold Sollenberger 

16 
12:30 Blood Drive 

17 18 

 
5:00 PM Episcopal 

Church Service  

 

19 
9:00 AM Adult 

Bible School  

9:00 am Choir 

Rehearsal 

10:30 AM Worship 

Service  

Communion 

Happy Birthday 
Kent Matson 

20 
Happy Birthday 
Gustavo Romero 

21 
10 am Women’s 
Bible Class 
Happy Birthday 
Max Ringer 

22 
10:30 ZOOM Bible 
Class 
Thanksgiving Eve 
Service 7 pm 

23 
Thanksgiving 
Day 
Office Closed 
Happy Birthday 
William Glenn 
Lucille Ringer 

24 
Happy Birthday 
Tom Uehlin 

25 

 
5:00 PM Episcopal 

Church Service  

 

26 
9:00 AM Adult 

Bible School  

9:00 am Choir 

Rehearsal 

10:30 AM Worship 

Service 

Non-communion  

Happy Birthday 
Candy McAllister 

27 28 
10 am Women’s 
Bible Class 
 

29 
10:30 ZOOM Bible 
Class 
Happy Anniversary 
Roger & Linda 
Andersen 

30 
4pm Milledgeville 
committee meeting 

1 2 
 Hanging of the 
greens 
5:00 PM Episcopal 

Church Service  

 

 


